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A PRODUCT OF THE 





PROBLEM: Nerve-wracking noise—in the Baltimore 
plant of the Glenn L. Martin Co. Production execu- 
tives—supervising the Mars, the B-26 Marauders, and 
‘the PBM Mariners—had offices alongside the produc- 
tion line. The din was constant, exhausting. Execu- 
tives had to shout to make themselves heard. It was 
almost impossible to talk on the ’phone. 


SOLUTION: Management called in the local Acousti- 
Celotex distributor—member of the only sound-con- 
ditioning organization in the world with the “know- 
how” of over 100,000 acoustical installations. To the 
ceilings he applied Acousti-Celotex, the original and 
genuine Ferox p d, drilled fibre tile, and most 
widely used of all acoustical materials. 





RESULT: A distinct decrease in noise—a remarkable 
improvement in working conditions. All production 





. . » lt Happened in Baltimore! 


executives got more done in shorter time with less 
strain. The benefits of sound conditioning this area 
were so demonstrable that the Glenn L. Martin 
Company now has Acousti-Celotex in all offices . . . 
in cafeterias, reception and recreation areas, as well. 


MORAL: It’s a smart management that invests in 
Acousti-Celotex* sound conditioning. Installations 
in offices, factories, schools, hospitals, stores, banks, 
restaurants, theaters and churches prove this. So 
consult your local Acousti-Celotex distributor. His 
advice is yours without obligation, and he guarantees 
results. A letter to us will bring him to your desk. 


* * * 


FREE! “25 Answers to Questions on Sound Conditioning?’ 
Timely, interesting, helpful booklet. Write: The Celotex 
Corporation, Dept. NW-546, Chicago 3, Illinois, for your copy. 


ACOUSTI-CELOTEX 
* Aaonnted 


REG. U.S PAT OFF. 


Fibre 1@é SINCE 1925 


Sold by Acousti-Celotex Distributors Everywhere ® in Canada: Dominion Sound Equipments, Ltd. 
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CELOTEX CORPORATION, CHICAGO 3, ILLINOIS 
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For flexibility in color treatment, no surfacing material can compare with 
Formica. Whether you want brilliancy and contrast, or restraint and 
dignity, Formica offers everything—and a tight modern plasfic surface 
that enhances the effect of color. 


These colors are light-fast, perpetually bright and new. They do not stain 

because the material is non-porous and non-absorbent, and chemically 

inert. They are not spotted or charred by lighted cigarettes if the cigar- 
ette-proof grade is specified. 
So the restaurant, lobby, terminal, ship or train in which surfaces are so 
protected can be depended on fo maintain its original appear- 
ance without deterioration for years on end. Color.charts and 
installation data on request. 

THE FORMICA INSULATION CO., 4639 SPRING GROVE AVE., CINCINNATI 32, OHIO 

















“Packaged” Air Conditioners 





Simplified Air Conditioning 
for All Businesses 


Air Conditioning is a potent builder of good will in 
men’s stores. Patrons like to be cool and comfortable 
—they stay longer and buy more. “Packaged” Air Con- 
ditioners, pioneered by Chrysler Airtemp, provide cool 
shopping fi pletely and economically. 


“Packaged” Air Conditioners fit into plans for any 
business establishment. More and more, progressive 
architects are specifying this modern, simplified 
method of air conditioning. “Packaged” Air Condi- 
tioners are compact, easily moved, occupy less floor 
space and can be quickly and easily installed, singly 
or in multiple. They operate entirely automatically. 





Merchants prefer “Packaged” Air Conditioners be- 
cause they are engineered and manufactured for long 
life and perform effortlessly and quietly with little 
or no attention. They have made amazing perform- 
ance records all over the country. Operating and up- 
keep costs are surprisingly low. 


Behind these “Packaged” Air Conditioners stands 
Chrysler Corporation, famed for engineering and mass 
production skill—your assurance of high quality, 
dependability and low cost. e Airtemp Division of 
Chrysler Corporation, Dayton 1, Ohio. In Canada: 
Therm-O-Rite Products, Ltd., Toronto, Ontario. 


“REMEMBER THURSDAY NIGHT! The music of Andre Kostelanetz and the 
musical world’s most popular stars— Thursdays, CBS, 9 P.M., E.S.T.” 


CHRYSLER 
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DESIGN POSSIBILITIES FOR RESIDENCES 
-- - with 


The modern home combines beauty, utility, and efficiency. That’s 


why wainscots or walls of Carrara Structural Glass are so fre- 
quently specified in architect’s kitchen and bathroom designs. 
Carrara is permanent, easy to dean, unsurpassed in beauty. 
It is available in ten attractive colors and in a wide range of 
thicknesses. Architect: Stiles Clements. 


Striking effects can be obtained ‘by using Ficsioargs Mir- 
The trend toward more and larger window areas calls for rors. Small rooms can be made to seem I 
the use of A re A. en ass for glazing. Pennvernon Window rooms wider, dark rooms lighter. Available for your 
Glass is widely u: Seal ghazie because it has an : desi; are mirrors of blue, flesh tinted, green, or 
unusually high pet cai good ooks, and freedom WA regular Plate Glass and gold, silver, or gunmetal 
from distortion. For glazing 1 areas, lustrous Pitts- backings. Interior by Ma’ Cooper Bigelow and 
burgh Plate Glass is recom: x “ E, Chas. Werner. Architect—Rollin Pierson. 
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More and more, the outdoors is being brought into the home 
by the use of large picture windows and panels of glass. Such for applications like this, It is brilliantly reflective of surface, 
generously-proportioned glass areas, without cross-sash of any enhancing substantially the exterior appearance of the home. 
kind to interfere with vision, enable the architect to take full And it affords clear, undistorted vision through it from any 
advantage of attractive surroundings in designing gracious angle. Architect—A. S. Alschuler. 


homes. Pittsburgh Polished Plate Glass is the practical choice 


We believe you will find much to interest you in our illustrated booklet of ideas for . 
the use of Pittsburgh Glass in architectural design. Send the coupon for your free copy. Pittsburgh Plate Glass Company 
2190-6 Grant Building, Pittsburgh 19, Pa. 


maa tape cer te 
° jet entitled: “ lor the Use i 
* Design it better with 


Pirtsburgh Glass = — 
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The Cook’s domain... 


UPSON DUBL-THIK Fibre-Tile is again becoming available 


Women love it! Men admire it! The 
kitchen, by any vote, is still the most 
important room in the house. 


Upson DUBL-THIK Fibre-Tile is again 
bringing scintillating new beauty—last- 
ing pride—and satisfying comfort to 
added thousands of America’s kitchens 
and baths. 


To see and feel the satiny, smooth surface 
of DUBL-THIK is to know why it- takes 
paint and enamel so beautifully—unlike 
fuzzy dust-catching materials. And be- 
neath this beauty surface lies amazing 
strength and durability-CRACKPROOF, 
now and forever. 


Upson DUBL-THIK Fibre-Tile is easily 


and quickly applied. Right over old 
plaster or direct to studs on new con- 
struction! Upson Floating Fasteners 
anchor the panels securely from the 
back. No ugly nails or nail holes to 
mar the surface. 

And DUBL-THIK costs so little! No 
home, however modest, need be deprived 
of the charm, beauty and CRACKPROOF 
durability that only Upson DUBL-THIK 
Fibre-Tile can provide. 

Today the supply of Upson DUBL-THIK 
Fibre-Tile is not yet equal to the demand. 
Dealers everywhere recognize the almost 
unlimited market possibilities. They know 
that DUBL-THIK Fibre-Tile delivers ser- 


vice and satisfaction to their customers. 


THE UPSON COMPANY, LOCKPORT, N. Y. 


Upson Products are easily identified by the famous Blue-Center 


Repeated Cleanings Leave Beauty 
Unmarred says user 


This letter from an Indiana* user typifies 
the enthusiasm of home owners: 


“After two years and several cleanings all 
Upson walls retain their beautiful finish. We 
are so enthusiastic that we would be glad to 
have folks that contemplate building call at 
our home at any time.”...AND NO CRACKS! 


*Name on request 
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PACEMAKERS IN CRACKPROOF PANELS 











NEWS 


House refuses to compromise 
on subsidies p.6 


“Dividing line” price cellings 
set for houses p6 


Wyatt says weakened price 
controls mean disaster for 
housebullding p.6 


Will small apartment bullding 
recur in present market? p.& 


Shaky home owners “pd 


Market still booming p. 9 


Bullding is bypassing FHA 
insurance p.9 


OPA cracks down on residen- 
tial demolition p. 10 


Larchmont bans prefab pp. i! 


BUILDING MONTH. If the familiar sound of the riveter was still missing from city - 
streets, the rasp of the carpenter’s saw was loud in the suburbs. Outlying plots were 
turning over almost as fast as they had in the twenties. New York.zeported the month’s big- 
gest land purchase, N. K. Winston-Arnold Holzer Associates, bought nearly 4,000 acres 
stretching through Long Island, Westchester and Putnam counties and into New Jersey. The 
firm, which owns many New-York apartment and commercial buildings and turned to house- 
building during the war, plans to put up 10,000 homes for veterans. 

From Chicago came word of a new kind of insurance company venture into housing: 
the Continental Assurance Co. planned to build $5 million worth of veterans’ houses to be 


sold at $8,000-$9,000. Philadelphia’s Mayor 
Bernard Samuel used a silver shovel to 
break ground for the first big housebuild- 
ing job in the area: 2,200 houses all to sell 
under $10,000. The builders, Warner-West 
Corp., said houses would be ready to move 
into by early summer 

While housebuilding leaped ahead, the 
ban on commercial and industrial building 
was clamping down over the nation with 
less discomfort than might have been ex- 
pected. One reason: Civilian Production 
Administration offices were looking leni- 
ently on legitimate hardship cases where 
building ‘commitments had already been 
made. But’CPA made it clear that hard- 
ship pleas will be a poor case from now 
on, since Building men and Building’s cus- 


‘tomers have had a chance to reshape their 
: »."plans‘to fit the new rules. However, CPA 
“boss, John Small gave Big Building one 


piece of good news. Small said he hoped 


: *_ the restriction order might be lifted entirely 


. in not more than nine months. 


Auto Plants Go Ahead. In Detroit, CPA men 
figured that they were working with just 
about the toughest territory in the country. 
Big population increase plus a long de- 
ferral of all but war building made almost 
any building job seem essential. Applica- 
tions for federal permits to build poured in 
at the rate of 150 a day. In its first three 
weeks of operation, the Detroit CPA office 
had approved about $12 million worth of 


* construction, denied applications amount- 


ing to about $2 million. 

A sample hardship case that got a per- 
mit to.go ahead: A Detroit women’s wear 
shop, in business 32 years, had been evicted 
from its building. The store asked a per- 
mit to spend $7,500 to alter a new location. 
During the war such an application would 
have been turned down on grounds that the 
war effort was paramount to private busi- 
ness. But CPA now made it clear that no 
firm will be obliged to go out of business. 

The Detroit CPA office had also ap- 
proved many projected plant expansions 
where materials had been specially fabri- 
cated or were in process of fabrication and 
could not be used for any other purpose. 
The intricately meshed auto industry re- 
quired rules all its own. Denial of an ap- 
plication for construction of a single plant 
might mean the closing down of a half- 
dozen others. Thus CPA approved these 
plant jobs: $960,000 Oldsmobile assembly 


plant expansion at Lansing; $700,000 Pon- © 


tiac iron foundry; $150,000 Cadillac plant 
addition; $450,000 addition to a Fisher 
body plant in Detroit; $628,000 worth of 


new building and $472,000 worth of altera- 


sales room, churches, stores. So far CPA 
had found 200 violations of the building 
restriction order, most of them turned in by 
irate citizens 

San Francisco Stall. CPA machinery was not 
working everywhere with equal smoothness. 
In San Francisco, builders reported con- 
siderable confusion about the new rules. 
The CPA office was snowed under by thou- 
sands of applications. Builders said they 
expected no replies for 30 to 60 days. 

In Atlanta, representatives of 19 AFL 
building trades in eight southern states 
forecast serious unemployment in cities like 
Brunswick and Savannah, Ga. and Mobile, 
Ala., where, they said, theré is a surplus 
of war housing available to veterans, J. A. 
Harper, vice-president of the Georgia Fed- 
eration of Labor, predicted that the restric- 
tion order would be rescinded in 90 days. 

In San Antonio, Texas the district CPA 

office counted 160 building applications in 
the first three weeks of operations Few big 
jobs have been passed upon,’ pending ap- 
pointment of citizens’ advisory committee. 
Biggest job so far Tefused: a $400,000 
Baptist church. In spite of building cut- 
down, the local building inspector gloomily 
estimated that the black market is still sup- 
plying more building material than any 
other source. 
Chicago Approvals High. In Chicago CPA was 
issuing an average of nine permits to every 
building denial, but warned that the ratio 
would change due to decrease in hardship 
cases. In a single week CPA approved 
$5,600,000 worth of construction, turned 
down jobs amounting to $3 million. Sample 
approvals: two Illinois & Bell telephone 
buildings, freight truck terminal, railroad 
car wheel factory, two building hardware 
factories, two food manufacturing plants, 
three school éxtensions. Turned down: “a 
doorbell factory, a bottle top factory, three 
store fronts, cocktail lounges, amusement 
park equipment factory. 

Washington CPA Chiefs, who must pass 
upon all construction plans amounting to 
over $1 million, approved these big jobs: 
$1,675,000 American Homefood plant at 
Elkhart, Ind.; $3 million Borden Co. plant 
in Sheboygan County, Wis.; $7 million 
Chevrolet plant at Saginaw; $1 million 
Owens-Illinois Glass Co. plant at South 
River, N. J., which will make a new type 
of building board. 











WYATT PROGRAM STALLS 
Congress cannet agree on Patman bill. 
The whole veterans’ housing program 
stalled while Congress rushed home for 
Easter recess. Reason: a day-long session 
of House and Senate conferees had failed 
to reach agreement on the building mate- 


tials eubsidy provision of the Patmen bill. 


Four of the seven 
House conferees— 
Republicans Wolcott 
(Mich.), Crawford 
(Mich.), Gamble (N. 
Y.), plus Democrat 
Brown (Ga.)—stub- 
bornly refused to con- 
sider any compromise © 
that will permit the 


production of scarce SMITH: Ne. 2 man 
building materials. Other conferees guessed 
that the dissenting Representatives might 
change their minds after an encounter 
with their veteran constituents over the 
Easter holiday. 

After the walloping it took in the House 
(Forum, April, 46), the Patman bill had 
been restored to something close to its 
original shape by the Senate. The Senate 
had voted for $600 million worth of federal 
subsidies to stimulate building materials 
production and for government-guaranteed 
markets for prefabers. Voted down by the 
Senate was the proposal to fix ceiling prices 
on existing houses and on’building lots. 

But, in spite of the legislative delay, 
housing boss Wilson Wyatt happily re- 
ported that much progress had already been 
made in increasing production of critical 
materials. Over last year’s rates, produc- 
tion of brick is up 100 per cent, cast iron 
soil pipe 75 per cent, cast iron radiation 
35 per cent, gypsum board and lath 25 per 
cent, clay sewer pipe 23 per cent, and warm 
air furnaces 20 per cent. Even lumber is 
showing improvement. 

Last month Wyatt found his No. 2 man, 
asked Rear Admiral Kirby Smith, who 
bossed $41 billion worth of Navy building, 
to pitch in as General Deputy Expediter. 


CHANNELING ORDER 

“Dividing line” house price ceilings. 
The long-anticipated National Housing 
Agency order channeling bulk of new 
house-building into low-priced brackets sets 
individual “dividing line” price ceilings 
for each city and requires that one-fourth 
of all new houses be built for rent. 

Housing boss Wyatt said he expected the 
order to increase by 50 per cent the number 
of houses built under $6,500. House- 
builders generally approved the order as 
“realistic.” 

The “dividing line” price ceilings mean 
that from now on one-half of all houses 
built must sell for prices within the ceiling 
set for each city. For the other half of 
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house construction, priorities will continue 
to be issued for houses selling up to $10,000 
and renting for up to $80 a month. 

The new house price goals are based on 


been set in each city at a point equal to 
the highest approved sales price in the 
lowest third of priority applications re- 
‘ceived in the January 15-March 29 period. 
But no dividing line may be set at higher 
than a $7,500 sales price or a $60 a month 
rent level without special Washington ap- 
proval. Housing boss Wyatt said high 
dividing lines as now worked out for some 
cities may be reduced. 

Dividing lines for sales price in major 
cities are: 

New York, $9,000; Chicago and Wash- 
ing, D. C, $8,500; Pittsburgh, $8,000; 
Philadelphia, Boston and Providence, R. L, 
$7,500; Los Angeles and Milwaukee, 
$7,000; Indianapolis and Kansas City, Mo., 
$6,500; Denver and Seattle, $6,000; At- 
lanta, Louisville, Fort Worth, $5,500; New 
Orleans, $4,500. 


PRICE CONTROLS WAVER 
Wyatt says House action. may zoom 
building costs, destroy market. 
The mangled House version of the price 
control renewal bill would tear the heart 
out of his housing program, housing boss 
Wilson Wyatt said. Wyatt thinks that new 
price formulas proposed by the anti-OPA 
Representatives would boost building mate- 
rial prices to a point where almost nobody 
could afford to buy a house—or be badly 
gypped if he did. 

Some gloomy forecasts of what may hap- 
pen unless the Senate overrules the House: 
> Under the new price formula fixing ceiling 
at cost plus a reasonable profit on every 
item produced, producers will be able to 
boost costs at every. stage of. production. 
(Most producers cheered for this amend- 
ment since it means that a firm would no 
longer be compelled to turn out some prod- 
ucts at a loss or at a small profit simply 
because overall-earnings are satisfactory.) 
> Many scarce building materials will be 
completely free from controls under the 
amendment lifting ceilings from a product 
when it can be shown that output during 
the last twelve months equals volume pro- 
duced in the fiscal year 1941. 
> Uncertainty about the effect of the new 
amendments will mean inventory hoarding 
and even greater shortages of building 
materials—at a time when the building 
season is at its height. 
> Rental construction will be hardest hit. 
No. investor will want to be stuck with a 
property built at inflated cost levels. Such 
a property would mean that substantially 
higher rents would have to be charged for 
the life of the mortgage than for competing 
buildings built at more stable prices. 

Not everybody agreed. Some economists 
argued that the best and only way to get 
full production is to let normal pricing 


methods prevail—and let industry regulate 
itself. Said Producers Council head L. C. 
Hart: “The OPA bill as passed by the 
House would speed up home building con- 
siderably by permitting greatly increased 
production of low-cost building materials.” 


SENATE BLESSING 
W-E-T housing bill goes to House. 

Last month the Senate, after months of 
tedious committee hearings, approved the 
long-coming Wagner-Ellender-Taft general 
housing bill (S. 1492) with startling 
rapidity. Opponents accused public hous- 
ers of legerdemain in slipping the bill just 
ahead of the urgent British loan agreement. 

Much slower, tougher going is ahead in 
the House. Hearings are scheduled to 
begin at» month’s end before the House 
Banking and Currency Committee, -otori- 
ously hostile to public housing. Hope is 
that the bill may pass the House before 
summer recess. But a realistic outlook is 
that the House will put the bill through 
the same shredder that last month almost 
destroyed the OPA (see above). 

Only change made in the legislation on 
the Senate floor is the awkward addition 
of a prevailing wage clause for all construc- 
tion ‘covered by FHA insurance (see page 
8). Best guess is that this is merely a 
trading device. The Senators foresightedly 
want to be prepared to yield on something 
when they join the inevitable battle with 
the House. 





GOODYEAR Tire and Rubber put up this pre- 
fab house In heart of Washington to drama- 
tize its need for materials. Bulit by Goodyear 
subsidiary, Wingfoot Homes, at Arizona 
plant, house costs only $2,500. Large banks 
will finance buyers on chattel mortgage. 





FIBERGLAS AND ALUMINUM — house to 
sell for $1,000 is p vet's 





housing. This vet's vsamity | looks surprisingly 
happy about moving into it. Producer is 
James Mfg. Co., Janesville, Wis. 











RENTAL HOUSING 

Will present costs plus Federal restric- 

tions block building? 
Not more than one out of every five veter- 
ans wants to buy a house, according to 
surveys made at demobilization centers. 
Veterans are typically young, undecided 
about their future, likely to move around 
in the next few years. Not many of them 
are now in a.position to undertake the long- 
term obligations of home ownership. 

According to the ratio of four renters 
out of every five veterans, the government 
program of 2,700,000 veterans’ houses by 
1947 should mean about 2,160,000 rental 
units. This startling figure is roughly about 
three times the number of rental units built 
in the U. S. in the two apartment-building 
boom years, 1926-27. 

Against such big need, housing boss 
Wyatt’s order (see page 6) requiring at 
least 25 per cent of all new units built 





to be rental dwellings is pretty small‘ 


change. But Building men doubt that even 
that many rental units will get built at 
today’s steep building cost levels. Indi- 
vidual houses, held for rent by operative 
builders, will, of course, help to meet the 
total big need. FHA Title VI financing 


encourages this kind of operation, which: f 
many housebuilders found during the war ~'| . 


to be surprisingly profitable. With income 
taxes schedule to stay at a fairly high level, 
housebuilders will continue to be interested 
in spreading their earnings over a number 
of years. 


Siew Start. But apartment house build- 
ing will be slow to get started. Many of the 
big backers of this type of construction 
wonder if it will get started at all until 
present federal restrictions-on rent levels 
are lifted and until building costs level off. 
In the big building years of the pre-depres- 
sion decade, apartment house construction 
reached its peak, not when demand for 
rental units was greatest, but when .a 
briskly moving securities market showed 
the most favorable prospects ef profit for 
investors in this type of real estate. 

The kind of financing that backed the 
spectacularly big apartment developments 
of the twenties has not yet appeared in the 
current building picture. Nor is it likely to 
be available so long as luxury apartments 
are banned by the fact that federal restric- 
tions limit rents to not more than $80 a 
month and attempt to channel building to 
even lower rent levels (see page 6). 

But smaller buildings—four, six and 
twelve unit apartment houses—accounted 
for a big part of the strong apartment house 
market of the pre-depression years. In 
such construction, the increased savings of 
the “little man” appeared as a major factor. 
Not many of these investor-owners actually 
developed the properties, but bought them 
from enterprising builders who sensed the 
possibilities of this profitable market. 
(Continued on page 8) 









APMIS on acisin tic vans smoatacuass 


The three main types of investment building illus- 
trated by these samples of current planning will 
have to meet the big present’ veterans’ demand for 
rental housing. If properly encouraged, small apart- 
ment buildings like the California project below may 
be important in supplying this type of accommoda- 
tion, represent a big opportunity for building 
enterprise. * 
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SECOND CLOCR 








BRICK AND "REDWOOD CALIFORNIA BUILDING HOLDS FOUR APARTMENTS, ONE A DUPLEX 
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PHILADELPHIA PROJECT pidnned by Mayer Blum (above) cannot be built under present restrictions. Rents 
would average $30 a month per room for such luxuries as personalized heating controls, deep-freeze lockers, 
air-conditioning, sun roof with steam and massage salons. bad 





MEW YORK LIFE garden-type at Pr , N. J. may be finished this year. Plans by“Holden, 
McLaughlin and Assoc., New York call for one- and two-story buildings of brick and frame Constriiction 
to cover 17 per cent of site. 



























HOST HOUSE designed by Lester Tichy, New York, won first prize in the seven-or-more room class. 
Planned for much entertaining, the house has a big first-floor living room, overlooking a flagstone terrace, 
which may be divided by curtains into entertaining and dining areas. There is a second floor family 
sitting room. A wide ramp replaces inside stairway. 


House & Garden Prizewinners 


Now on tour of leading department stores throughout the U. S., the handsome models of prize-winning 
designs in House & Garden’s 1945 architectural awards are likely to prove effective missionaries for 
modern design. All houses use large expanses of glass and solar heating. All have an open plan 
and make plenty of use of movable partitions. Each was designed to meet the needs of a specific 
family. 

The four models (scaled 14 in. to 1 ft.) are all exhibited under handblown bubbles of Plexiglas, 
just like those used for bomber noses. Back of each model a 7-foot curved panel tells the design 
story and reproduces the floor plan. A large display panel answers questions House & Garden 
thinks people usually ask about modern design and modern construction. 


GOMMUTER’S HOUSE by L. Morgan Yost, 
Kenilworth, Ill., is designed for a sloping 
suburban site which permits a split-level 
plan and plenty of sunlight, even in the 
basement, where there is a big work shop. 





SOLAR HOUSE by Noerenberg & Cooling, 
Los Angeles, shows a front almost entirely 
of glass, is designed for a site on a small 
hill overlooking the San Fernando Valley. 
A breakfast balcony is interesting feature. 





SELF-SERVICE HOUSE by Ralph Rapson, Chicago, won first prize in small house class. Large exterior 
glass walls (practical because of wooded hilltop site) give spacious feeling. Carport (raised off ground 
so snow will blow through instead of drifting), covered passageway and all downstairs rooms except 
living room surround an open court. 





Small Investor Backing. Right now the na- 
tion’s savings are at an all-time high and 
it is reasonable to expect a recurrence of 
this type of small investor backing. Small 
apartment house building can start quickly, 
without waiting for the mobilization of big 
capital and the complex planning required 
by large projects. If properly encouraged 
by federal priority and housing finance poli- 
cies, small apartment house building could 
go far to meet the most urgent part of cur- 
rent housing need. 

One good sample of this type of construc- 
tion came last month from Los Angeles, 
where small investor Louis Mastopietro is 
building a four-unit building, which he will 
own and manage, holding one apartment 
for his own use. Notable for its handsome, 
functional plan (see page 7) prepared by 
architect Carl Maston, this building is 
going ahead under veterans’ priorities at 
rents ranging from $82.50 to $37.50. 


New insurance Projects. A new and domi- 
nant factor in the present rental build- 
ing picture are the big insurance com- 
panies, most of whom are now following 
Metropolitan’s lead in making direct hous- 
ing investments. This kind of financing 
means that apartments can be profitably 
developed at rent levels well within present 
federal requirements. Most of the insur- 
ance companies anticipate a prompt start 
on the projects they have announced. April 
brought these new additions to the length- 
ening list of such announcements: 

> Prudential’s purchase of a large site 
on Chicago’s south side for construction 
of a $9-$10 million garden-type apartment 
development to house at least 1,500 fami- 
lies. Prudential is the first big insurance 
company to enter the Chicago field. 

> Equitable Life’s acquisition of an 814 
acre Bronx site to build housing for 1,500 
families. Units are expected to be ready 
for occupancy by 1947. 

> New York Life’s project at Princeton, 
N. J., which may be ready for occupancy 
before the year’s end. 

Aside from the promising activities of 
the big insurance investors, few large 
apartment developments have been an- 
nounced. Characteristically, Miami Beach 
boasted construction well along for a 
swarik, 90-family $750,000 building. Own- 
ers Jacob Entine and Jordan H. Davidson 
promised August occupancy, mentioned no 
rent levels. 

Typical of the kind of apartment projects 
blocked by present building restrictions is 
the glamor ($5 million) job for which 
plans were enrolled last month in Phila- 
delphia by canny Mayer I. Blum. Blum 
already owns the best-known street address 
in Philadelphia—2601 Parkway, a de luxe 
524-unit building overlooking the Schuyl- 
kill and downtown Philadelphia which has 
been an investment blue chip. 

Although rents in Blum’s new 458-unit 
venture were scheduled to average $30 a 
month per room, this optimistic owner- 
builder predicted that steam shovels would 
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be wheeled onto the job site within a 
month. Blum counts on modification of the 
present building ‘ban on over-$80-a-month 
construction. “After all”, he figures, “the 
people who move in will be vacating other 
facilities for those who need them.” 

When Mayer Blum ventures an opinion, 
Philadelphia real estate circles listen. 
Blum’s prominence is based on the fact 
that even in the trough''of the depression 
his properties made money. ‘ His formula: 
owner-planning, owner-building, owner- 
management. Says he: “Too many people 
think an apartment house is like an oil 
stock. They buy it: and walk away from 
it. Let them ’tend to their business!” 

Whatever the fate of luxury projects 
like Blum’s, the need for rental housing 
underlines the need for some consistent 
attention to this type of construction. Many 
a Building man though it was time for the 
federal planners who now set the building 
pace to go to work on a program that would 
give rental construction clearly .preferen- 
tial priority treatment and increased fi. 
nancing aids. Sample of where a boost is 
needed: loan limits set by the Patman bill 
for mortgage insurance under FHA’s Title 
VI, Sec. 608 (rental projects) are too low, 
metropolitan builders said, to permit apart- 
ment construction in most cities. ‘ 


Do too many Americans own homes? 


Home ‘ownership in the U. S. is at an all- 
time high. But many owners, newcomers 
in crowded cities, were forced to buy by 
war housing shortage. Many of them will 
probably not be able to keep the houses 
they bought at the price peak of the war- 
boomed real estate market. 

This is the conclusion of the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics which has been taking a 
measure of the shift from tenancy to owner- 
occupancy in 122 cities. Said the Bureau: 
“The forced purchase of homes by persons 
not yet ready financially to assume the 
long-term cost of home ownership or by 
persons whose residence in the community 
was only temporary has created for thou- 
sands an unstable and insecure type of 
home ownership.” 

Cities which showed the highest rates of 
increase in owner-occupancy are: Atlanta, 
Ga., 54.7 per cent; Ashland, Ky., 55.2 per 
cent; Winona, Miss., 53.5 per cent; Kan- 
sas City, Mo., 53.9 per cent; Wilmington, 
N. C., 50.2 per cent; Dallas, Texas, 51.2 
per cent; Norfolk, Va., 54.4 per cent. 

From the U. S. Census Bureau came the 
following history of U. S. nonfarm home 
ownership: 

Occupied Owned Rented 


Units % %'° 
190465... 24 30,756,000 47.4 52:6 
1940....... 27,665,684 41.1 58.9 
1930....... 23,235,982 46.0 54.0 
190056 50:50:5 17,600,472 409 59.1 
1910....... 14,131,945 384 61.6 
1900...:... 10,274,127 365 63.5 
1098. b.2i0% 7;922,973 369 63.1 





‘HOLC’S PROFIT 


One government agency makes money. 
Oldest of the bevy of federal agencies which 
~ now have a finger in the U. S. housebuild- 
ing pie, the Home Owners Loan Corp. is 
also the first ‘to be able to call its operations 
an unqualified success. HOLC has been 
long conceded a success at its main job: 
checking the mortgage panic of the depres- 


sion. But HOLC is also a success by 


another yardstick. Not only has it failed 


to lose the billion dollars which Con- ‘ 


gressional critics predicted it would cost 
taxpayers, but it will finally wind up its 
operations in 1948 by returning its oper- 
ating capital ($200 million) to the U. S. 
Treasury plus a net profit of $11 million. 

This was the confident prediction of 
HOLC’s dignified board chairman John 
Fahey, who last month offered figures to 
show how well the agency has done. Set 
up in 1933, when home owners were losing 
their homes at the rate of 1,000 a day and 
collapsing mortgage values threatened to 
bankrupt the whole U. S., the agency re- 


- financed: more than one million delinquent 


home loans over the next three years. Its 
credit gates were more liberal than had 
“ever béen offered: a 15 year term at 4% 
Pd cent. , 
‘ Of HOLC’s $314 

billion portfolio, more 
than three-fourths of 
all Igans “have been 
paid off. Of its mil- 
‘tion borrowers, HOLC 
found only about 
200,000 a bad risk, 
and has already sold 
all but 120 of the 
houses which it took 
ae te 7 over on foreclosed 
FAHEY: figures mortgages. Net loss 


of $50 million to the end of 1945 is more 


than covered by income from other loans,. 


Fahey said. 

Although HOLC figures pointed to a 
final wind-up by 1948, American Legion 
Commander John Stelle touted a plan that 
might give this old agency a new lease on 
life. Stelle thought it might be a good idea 
for Congress to give HOLC the funds to 
make direct housebuilding loans to vet- 
erans at a low interest rate. 


MARKET STILL BOOMING 

No change in real estate weather ahead. 
‘Last month the dean of U. S. business 
oracles offered a few prophetic words that 
fell pleasantly on the ears of real estate 
traders. According to elderly (71), goateed 
Roger W. Babson, who has been forecast- 
ing financial her for th ds of sub- 
scribers since 1902, the real estate boom is 
not yet due to level off. In fact, i it is gather- 
ing momentum. 

Since 1929 Babson’s forecasts have been 
accepted in business circles with all the 
reverence appropriate to the utterances of a 
man. who not only foresaw, but marked the 
exact hour of the Great Stock Market'Crash: 








On the historic day of September 5, a few 
hours before stocks started their first tum- 
ble of 8 to 18 points, the Dow-Jones ticker 


BABSON: forecast 
ness men utterly confused by the disappear- 
ance of all the old landmarks. 

Babson is now optimistically convinced 
that “although real estate prices in many 
sections have risen considerably, there is 
no sign—except in previously war-inflated 
areas—of a turn downward.” He said de- 
cisively: “I foresee no general ae for 
a few years.” 

Babson thinks the areas wih the best 
real estate prospects are the Southeast, 
the Far West and the Southwest. He sees 
nothing to check the decline of New 
England, which he calls the “least favora- 
ble section from the standpoint of acct 
prospects.” 

According to Babson, it is still very easy 
to make money in real estate. He offered 
this recipe: 

“Perhaps the simplest dnd surest way to 
make money in real estate is to select a 
growing, well-located city with diversified 
industries .and surrounded by good soil . . . 

“After selecting your city, ascertain the 
best residential street leading out from the 
center of the city. Go out that street in the 
right direction for a few miles until you 
come to vacant land. Then stop and inquire 
the price. So long as the price is quoted 
per ‘front foot’ or per ‘square foot’ go along 
further until someone quotes you a price 
‘per acre’. Everything else being equal, 
buy at this location.” 


ure INSURANCE TREND 

Building giving FHA the brush-off? 
Of oh the government agencies courting 
Building, the Federal Housing Admiriistra- 
tion has been the most populax “Cold- 
shouldered at first, FHA soon established 
a respectable reputation and ‘became self- 
supporting. But today a big’ part of the 
industry is giving FHA the brush-off, Said 
many a lender: despite her good behavior, 
FHA has seen her day. 

Main reason for FHA’s waning popu- 
larity is the presence of an attractive 
newcomer among the government agencies 
wooing Building—the Veterans’ Adminis- 
tration. Under its amended Title III, VA 
guarantees home loans up to $4,000 ‘per 
veteran or insures them in bulk up to 15 








per cent of the total made by the individual 
lender. This is enough to take most of the 


straight VA guarantee program, veterans 
are able to obtain bigger loans (up to 100 
per cent of valuation) at lower costs (4 per 
cent interest versus FHA’s 5, including 
% of.1 per cent insurance premium). 
Moreover, house buyers and lenders pre- 
fer VA’s speedy processing of loan 
applications. ; 


FHA Shut Out. In view of these VA advan- 


tages and the fact that a large proportion © 


of today’s home buyers are vets, an increas- 
ing number of lending institutions are writ- 
ting conventional mortgages with a partial 
VA guarantee substituted for FHA insur- 
ance. By March 27, VA had already 
guaranteed 105,990 home loans totaling 
almost $500 million. Last month the RFC 
took a step calculated to increase the 
already ample attractions of VA-backed 
loans. From now on, the RFC Mortgage 
Company will stand ready to purchase all 
such loans, if the original lenders: want to 
sell them. : : ; 

The trend away from FHA is. led by 
savings and loan associations, followed by 
national and state banks. Bucking the 
trend ‘are. the insurance companies. In 
about half the-states, including thé two big 
insurance :centers of New York and Con- 
necticut, these companies have not yet 
obtained legislative authorization to make 
high percentage home loans without FHA 
insurance, and they are therefore com- 
pletely out of the straight. VA home lean 
program. Many of them are not sorry, for 
they look with disfavor upon VA’s com- 
paratively lenient policies, much prefer to 
work with FHA’s conservative insurance 
men. Serving mainly as pick and shovel 
workers for insurance companies, the Mort- 
gage Bankers Association likewise views 
with alarm FHA’s forced bow to VA. Said 
one of the Midwest’s major independent 
mortgage lenders last month: “As things 
now stand, FHA is virtually out of the pic- 
ture insofar as insuring mortgages cover- 
ing veterans’ houses is concerned”. 


Mew Handicap. Further embarrassment is 
ahead of FHA, if the Wagner-Ellender- 
Taft bill is enacted as passed by the Senate 
last month. The Senate-approved require- 
ment that prevailing wages be paid all 
labor involved in the construction of FHA- 
insured houses has caused builders to 
reach for another aspirin. If commercial 
building wage scales must be paid on small 
house projects to gain FHA mortgage in- 
surance, most builders wil be forced either 
to up the price of their lready costly 
houses or to forsake FHA completely. 
Neither alternative augurs well for the 
industry, which is having trouble enough 
building houses which the public can afford, 
or for FHA, which, as one insurance com- 
pany official predicts, “will become a mere 
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welfare agency for the administration of 
the W-E-T legislation”. 

Mindful of its recent loss of charm, FHA 
is trying hard to regain its prewar position 
by the restoration of some of its former 
attractive features. It has already revived 
Title I in an effort to stimulate the con- 
struction of minimum ($3,000-and-under) 
houses. It has stumped for the W-E-T bill’s 
more liberal credit for the $5,000-and- 
under house (extension of the mortgage-to- 
value ratio to 95 per cent, stretching of the 
amortization period to 32 years, drop in 
interest rate to 4 per cent, exclusive of in- 
surance premium). 

This legislative face-lifting should im- 
prove FHA’s faltering position—particu- 
larly with respect to the more venturesome 
large scale builders. But still more surgery 
is indicated if FHA hopes to insure mort- 
gages on the bulk of the houses built under 
the Wyatt program. In today’s inflated 
market with building money more plentiful 
than ever before, a differential of even 4 
of 1 per cent between the cost of VA and 


FHA loans is an ugly blemish on FHA’s 


face. 


ALUMINUM ON PARK AVENUE 
Alcoa plans aluminum-faced building. 
What may be the world’s first aluminum- 
faced skyscraper office building is planned 
for a Park Avenue site by the Aluminum 
Company of America. Use of % in. alumi- 
num plate as a weather-skin will mean big 
construction savings, engineers say.. Alcoa’s 
lab-tested aluminum-faced curtain wall 
weighs only about 15 lb. per sq. ft. A 
typical office bulding masoriry wall weighs 
about 100 Ibs. per sq. ft. This differential 
iicans big savings in structural steel and 
footings. Hundreds of feet of masonry join- 
ing will be eliminated. The wall itself costs 
under $2 sq. ft., compared with limestone 








which costs more than $3. Frank use of a 
curtain wall saves floor space. In the case 
of the Alcoa building, this will amount to 
10,000 sq. ft. or a whole extra floor. 
Prefabricated aluminum sections, 18 x 14 
ft. will be connected by a sleeve-type joint 
to permit thermal expansion. The irregular 
U-shaped plan, with second story terrace, 
is by, Harrison, Abramovitz and Wiggins, 
who helped to design Rockefeller Center. 
Fairchild Press is also considering an 
aluminum facade for its new building in 
Manhattan’s Greenwich Village section. 


‘Fairchild may beat Alcoa to the first alumi- 


num facade in the world, since excavations 
are nearly finished at the site just off lower 
Fifth Avenue, while Alcoa may have trouble 
in demolishing the apartment building now 
occupying its site at Park Ayenue and 58th 
Street (see below). : 


LUMBER THREAT 

Black market is ruining forests. 

From Boston came a warning that the 
booming lumber black market, which has 
raised havoc with builders’ supplies, holds 
an even more serious threat for the future. 
Black market operations in logs and lum- 
ber are ruining the forests of New England, 
said Harris A. Reynolds, secretary of the 
New England Forestry Foundation. 

Reynolds drew a frightening picture: 
Illegal operators are offering such high 
prices that owners are permitting wood- 
lands to be razed without restrictions. Trees 
that should be saved for the future are 
being sacrificed by the destructive cutting. 
Logs and lumber are being hauled out of 
the region for premium prices, depriving 
local housebuilders. 

Harrumphed forester Reynolds: “While 
OPA agents are poring over the books of 
old established lumber concerns to find 
a possible clerical error, the fly by night 
‘woodpecker mills’ in isolated sections are 
conducting the dance of death for millions 
of young trees that should not be cut.” 

From Florida came a clue as to where 
some of the black market lumber is going. 
Trucks which haul fruits and vegetables 
from South Florida to northern markets 
are returning loaded with high-priced mill- 
work and lumber, tipsters said. In Miami, 
OPA investigators began to stop trucks 
suspected of bootlegging lumber. 


DEMOLITION DILEMMA 
OPA may halt all residential evictions. 


All oyer the U. S. new building collided 
with the housing shortage. In downtown 





. Manhattan, Syrian and Czech colonies who 


have lived undisturbed for half a century 
in the shadow of Wall Street skyscrapers 
got eviction notices. The city plans to tear 
down their tenement homes to make way 
for the Manhattan approach to the still 
uncompleted Brooklyn-Battery tunnel. Up- 
town, residents of a high-rent Park Avenue 






















apartment building hired a lawyer to fight 
impending eviction as the Aluminum Com- 
pany of America prepared to tear down the 
building, put up a 20-story aluminum-faced 
office building (see cut, page 10). 

Pennsylvania’s governor abruptly called 
off proposed widening of a Philadelphia 
street, which would have meant demolition 
of ‘the homes’ of 1,000 families. In Mil- 
waukee, liome owners protested condemna- 
tion notices ‘that announced the imminent 
extension of Billy Mitchell airport. 

In less ‘spectacular ways, most cities 
faced the question: in the midst of the 
housing crisis, should not demolition of 
residential buildings be halted? Biggest 
point in fayor of emergency action that 
would interfere with property owners” 
rights: most demolition now going on is to 
clear sites for commercial buildings, which 
are banned under the federal building re- 
striction order. 

In mid-April, the New York Office of 
Price Administration took action that will 
delay demolition of at least 20 residential 
buildings throughout the city. Revoking 
eviction permits granted to an owner who 
wanied to tear down his apartment build- 
ing, put up a motion picture theater, OPA. 
said that no more eviction permits will be 
granted unless owners can show a certifi- 
cate from the Civilian Production Adminis- 
tration approving the proposed new con- 
struction. 


HOUSING AUTHORITY TROUBLES 
Milwaukee's first project lags. 


After ten years of hot debate, Milwaukee 
set up its first housing authority in 1944. 
For two years the housing authority con- 
templated its maiden project, finally went 
to work on plans for a 232-family job to 
rise on a shanty-covered hillside in the city’s 
sixth ward. Last January negotiators 
started operations to acquire the 32 real 
estate parcels making up the two-block site. 
Excavations, the authority promised, would 
start the last week in April. 

But last month it was suddenly clear that 
no shovel would turn on the long-awaited 
project before late summer. Even this 
‘was an optimistic estimate. Sniffed the Mil- 
waukee Journal, which has been an earnest 
backer of the project: “The public housers, 
often willing to criticize the effort of pri- 
vate builders, have hardly set a remark- 
able pace.” 

To the general dismay, city fathers dis- 
covered in mid-April that the two-block 
site had not yet been assembled. Calling 
off the stumbling negotiations, they started 
condemnation proceedings. 

At month’s end, still another nagging de- 
lay showed. Architects Grassold & Johnson 
said plans were behind schedule because 
they could not find enough drafting help. 
They had tried to hire out-of-town drafts- 
men, but the draftsmen could find no hous- 
.ing. At this impasse, housing authority 
member Mrs. Walter P. Blount rose to 

(Continued on page 12) 












this fiving room interior. 
bookshelves are elm. 


Pie aes oy 4 
Gegleall clstalgs Wail separctes ctady bron (reat 
main tiving room in this interior shown at Stock- 
holm exhibit. Adjustable lounge chair has steel 
frame, is almost the only metal piece in exhibit. 


ven rug and: upholstery 
gracefully with civigie, sturdy lines of furniture in 
Leaved table is of teak, 


fabrics combine 


STOCKHOLM EXHIBIT: 100 years of industrial design progress 





View through living room to dining room corner 
shows pleasant biend of white-painted chairs with 
natural finish of table and cupboards. Cowhair 
runners are an floor tr 





























































The Swedish Art and, Craft Society is about 
as old as the industrialization of Sweden. 
This in itself is a measure of the profound 
effect the Society has had upon the products 
of Swedish industry. In Sweden, where 
modern design has a firmer foothold than 
anywhere else in the world, there has from 
the very beginning of industrial production 
been a consistent attempt to develop an 
industrial art. 

How solidly Sweden has forged the link 
between good design and machine produc- 
tion techniques was apparent in the Stock- 
holm exhibit which celebrated the<100th 
anniversary of the Art and Craft Society. 
Part of the exhibit was the furniture and 
textiles shown here, produced by the fa- 
mous Nordiska Kompaniet factories. This 
furniture is notable, not because it repre- 
sents the radical new solutions of an avant 
garde designer, but because it is the kind 
of furniture that is manufactured by 
Swedish industry in great volume and pur- 
chased by the average Swedish customer. 
This is the kind of work that has made 
“Swedish modern” a household synonym 
for intelligent design. 


Ih 





offer a way out. She would be glad, she 
said, to take three out-of-town draftsmen 
into her own home to speed the city’s 
first housing project. 

In New York, first U. S. city to build 
publicly aided housing, the veteran Hous- 
ing Authority was having troubles of a 
different order. So far, only one construc- 
tion contract had been let for the city’s 
bundle of projected new housing projects. 
This one—for John Lovejoy Elliott Houses 
—showed that construction will cost the 
city 7144 per cent more than it would have 
at 1940 costs levels. 

The Authority had asked for bids on 
Elliott Houses last November, turned them 
all down because construction cost increase 
over 1940 showed at 68 per cent (Forum, 
Dec.,'45). By the time the authority had 
gotten adjusted to the new building facts- 
of-life, the cost index had bounced up an 
additional 34% per cent. 

Contracts for seven other low-rent pro- 
jects now face two to three month delays, 
the Authority said. Reason: anew state law, 
just signed by Governor Dewey, requiring 
separation of public housing contracts into 
at least four parts, with separate bids and 
awards for plumbing, heating, electrical 
and general construction work. 


Passed by the legislature in what some 


thought was a misguided attempt to cut 
down construction costs, the new law was 
protested vigorously by housing authorities 
throughout the state and by many large 
contractors. The housers believed it would 
mean further costly delays, and a perma- 
nent increase in administrative overhead. 


PREFAB BATTLE 

Swank neighbors snub $15,000 house. 
This is the story of a prefabricated house 
and the swanky suburban town of Larch- 
mont, N. Y. It is also likely to be the story 
of a hundred other cities when prefab, 
boomed by the emergency housing pro- 
gram, begins to tangle with local building 
codes. 

The trouble in Larchmont began when 
builder Harold J. Kennedy and realtor 
Cornelius Van Buren went to see the John 
A. Johnson prefab house show at Wana- 
maker’s department store in New York 
City (Forum, Feb., 46). Each one ordered 
the “Conway” house (see cut). 

Kennedy bought a 20 x 110 ft. lot ad- 
joining his Larchmont home, got the local 
building insp to app the plans for 
his seven-room prefab bungalow, prepared 
for its delivery. But when his Larchmont 
neighbors heard the news, there was a 
storm of protest. Proud of their fine homes 








BUILDING BLOCKADE BROKEN 








Chicago modifies building code for first 
time in decades. 


First new construction system to run the 
blockade of Chicago’s building code within 
the memory of the local building industry, 
50 concrete-sprayed houses will soon be 
ready for pancy. In an unpreced d 
gesture to the housing emergency, Chicago 
aldermen passed a special ordinance per- 
mitting the concrete wall to substitute for 
brick. 

Builder N. W. Fisher says the concrete 
construction is stronger than 8 in. masonry 
and cheaper to build than conventional 
frame construction. He plans to sell row 
house units for $6,800 and twin house units 
for $7,200. 

Houses are built according to the Col- 
burn system, which calls for steel framing 
covered by several inches of concrete. Con- 
crete is pneumatically shot from a Jetcrete 
gun, eliminating expensive forming. House 
plan is based on a modular system, to 










EXTERIOR WALL 


16 quoge WIRE MES 





JETCRETE 1%" thick 26 quoge PERFORATED 
STEEL 








WALL SECTION shows how Jetcrete is fixed 
to steel framing in Chicago houses just 
approved under city’s rigid building code. 


which steel framing and all other parts are 
sized. 

Chicago’s aldermen first cautiously asked 
that a test wall of sprayed concrete be put 
up, finally decided there was no time to 
waste on veterans’ housing. Another recent 
and even more revolutionary change in 
Chicago’s notoriously rigid building code 


is an emergency (and temporary) amend- 


ment which will permit frame house con- 
struction instead of the more expensive 
brick required heretofore in almost all of 
the city’s area. 
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(some of which Kennedy had himself 
built), the neighbors claimed that the pre- 
fab house would depreciate property val- 
ues. They appealed to the Mayor, the 
building inspector, and the Village Board 
of Trustees. The result: the Larchmont 
Village building code was amended to re- 
quire lots of at least 10,000 sq. ft. (Ken- 
nedy’s lot has 9,900 sq. ft.) and wall 
sheathing at least three-fourths of an inch 
thick (the new house was to have half-inch 
sheathing). 

The Village Board denied that it was 
opposed to prefab, argued that the code 
changes were intended to prevent “cheap 
construction.” Kennedy replied that the 





PREFAB house banned by Larchmont 


prefab bungalow, with all equipment in- 
stalled, would cost nearly $15,000. Suing 
for a permit to build, Kennedy was proba- 
bly the only man in the U. S. last month 
who owned a house but could not build it. 

Meanwhile realtor Van Buren, who lives 
just outside the corporate limits of Larch- 
mont Village, was almost finished erecting 
the prefab bungalow on a lot adjoining his 
house. Just outside the Village code re- 
strictions but in an equally high-brow sec- 
tion, Van Buren plans to put up several 
other prefab houses for sale to veterans. 

While Larchmont muttered over prefab, 
the Building Officials. Conference of 
America, Inc. announced the timely pub- 
lication of basic building regulations cover- 
ing prefab construction. By using this 
carefully composed performance code on 
which the Conference has worked for the 
last year, any city can iest wheiher the 
many types of prefab houses which will 
soon be on the market meet health and 
safety standards. 


COLLEGE PLANNING 
Wheaton College drops modern. 


Whether to stick to Collegiate Gothic or 
to adopt a contemporary solution to build- 
ing needs is a question now agitating many 
a U. S. campus. With college enrollment 
swelling to an all-time high, with a backlog 
of war-deferred construction waiting, al- 
most every educational plant has ambitious 
plans for expansion. An increasing number 
of the current plans call for a decisive 
(Continued on page 14) 
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OM ACE 
li EVEN IN SMALL ROOMS 


Fewer but larger pieces of furniture make the best use of room space. 
Wall areas become freed and interiors take on a surprising spaciousness. 
This is the planning for today’s living and today’s homes which you'll find 
in all furniture by Tomlinson. 


’Furmitunre 


LInNSON 


Gece 











The Hada 


TRADEMARK 


On a. 





Russwin design pioneering has again set 
the pace in modern hardware with its 
exclusive line of locks and latches for tem- 
pered glass doors. The beauty and utility 
of these doors are emphasized by the sim- 
plicity and efficiency of this’ hardware. 

Masterkey systems may be established 
or existing ones maintained. All locks are 
carried in stock and furnished by the glass 












Ask for special catalog on 
Russwin Hardware for Tem- 
pered Glass Doors. It describes 
and a the only line of 


its prog Boy mw & Erwin Divi- 
The American 
Corp, New Britain, Conn. 
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break with faked traditional styles. 

If some of the colleges are turning at 
last to contemporary design, credit as pace- 
setter goes to small, elderly (1834) 
Wheaton College at Norton, Mass. Wheaton 
was first in the U. S. to put up unabashedly 
“modern” buildings alongside the Colonial 
facades of the rest of its campus. 

Since Wheaton chose architects Caleb 
Hornbostel and Richard Bennett to design 
its alumna house, science and library 
extensions (all actually built), the Uni- 
versity of Oklahoma has prepared plans 
for a whole series of modern buildings, 
whose clean-cut lines are a striking depar- 
ture from the crenellated Gothic of its 
older building (Forum, 
Sept., 45). Antioch Col.- 
lege at Yellow Springs, 
Ohio has enthusiastically 
approved a Saarinen and 
Swanson plan for a 
new women’s dormitory, 
which will adjoin the 
towered Administration 
Building built by Hor- 
ace Mann. Newest addi- 
tion to the still slender 
ranks of academic real- 
ists is Smith College, 
which recently held a competition to choose 
an architect for three new dormitories. 
First prize went to young architects Ben- 
jamin Thompson, Norman C. Fletcher and 
his wife, Jean Bodman Fletcher, whose plan 
plainly showed that the designers believe 
in a frank expression of modern construc- 
tion methods (see cut). 

But Wheaton, first to endorse modern 
design, last month bowed out of its No. 1 
place. Wheaton’s complete reversal of 
architectural policy was marked by the 
appointment of traditionalists Perry, Shaw 
and Hepburn as college architects and by 
a furious campus row climaxed by the 


SMITH COLLEGE gave first prize to this modern plan 


Dave Robbins 





SEAVER resigned 





resignation of Elizabeth Seaver, who for 
16 years has been head of the art depart- 
ment. 

Heart of the row is Wheaton’s long- 
anticipated Art Center, whose plan was 
chosen by a 1938 competition sponsored 
jointly by the Forum and by the Museum 
of Modern Art. Prize-winners Bennett and 
Hornbostel designed the new buildings 
erected by Wheaton just before the war, 
but their plans for the Art Center are still 
on the shelf—where it now seems likely 
they will stay. 

Chiefly responsible for Wheaton’s archi- 
tectural switch-back is new president 
A. Howard Meneely, who has made no 

secret of his dislike for modern 

architecture. When Meneely 
appointed Perry, Shaw and 

Hepburn as college architects, 

art department head Seaver 

resigned, not only in protest 
against what she considered 

a violation of the college’s con- 

tract with Hornbostel and Ben- 

nett but also against a policy 
which she believed to violate 
- the college’s job of prepar- 
ing students for contemporary 


living. 

President Meneely promptly accepted the 
art teacher’s resignation. Vigorous student 
criticism of the change in architectural 
policy (Forum, Feb., 46) had, he com- 
plained, resulted in “unfortunate publicity 
for the college.” 

But last month Hornbostel and Bennett 
were summoned to a board of trustees 
meeting. The Board had taken a look at 
the matter of contract violation. The new 
college architects would not design the Art 
Center, the Board belatedly made clear. 
There was no intention of cancelling 
Wheaton’s contract covering this building 

(Continued on page 16) 




















KENCORK’S back 


in a brand new role! 


salute the architects whose pre-war 
vision of Kencork-is responsible. for its 
new post-war role. 


For Kencork — today —enters idethady’ 8 
home, playing a leading role as an outstand- 
ing flooring for bedrooms, nurseries, — 
and living rooms. 


And how logical it is! Becainse, Keiioork is 
ALL cork, it’s a natural insulator ‘warm in. _ 


winter, cool in- summer.: * And like ‘cork, 
Kencork shrugs off moisture, ‘deadens sounds, 
cushions falls, feels good underfoot. And of 
course you remember its distinctive beauty— 





KEN # > 
ag lat ly yo 






the foendly fore 


DAVID E. KENNEDY, INC. - 69 SECOND AVENUE, BROOELYN 15, N. Y. 


glowing tones of golden tans and leafy browns. 


Evecy day the demand grows bigger. And 
we're welcoming it—with full page, full color 
ads appearing steadily in American Home and 
House & Garden. And we’re backing those 
ads with immediately available supplies of 
Kencork. Nor are we neglecting Kencork’s 
original ‘field—that of flooring museums, clubs, 
public buildings and private offices. 


We'd like to tell you the whole Kencork 
story. A handsomely illustrated factual folder 
on Kencork is yours for the asking. Send for 
it today. 

















" Speeds the job 


Decorating can Follow 
Plastering IMMEDIATELY! 


Luminall— the watermixed casein 
paint—makes it possible to decorate 
interiors right over new, damp plas- 
ter. This means quicker delivery, 
earlier occupancy, greater satisfaction 
all along the line. 

The moisture in new plaster can 
evaporate through Luminall’s porous 
film without marring the beauty of 
the smooth, flat finish. Use Luminall, 
in white or any of many ly, rich 
colors wherever a flat Paint is desired 








structures. 

Luminall is ical to use—one 
coat covers—apply with a wide brush 
—dries in 40 minutes. 


WS 








—but there might, under the circumstances, 
be considerable delay in raising the money 
for construction. Could not Bennett and 
Hornbostel prepare other plans, more in 
keeping with the “prevailing style” of 
Wheaton’s buildings? - 

Architect Bennett smiled, replied: by the 
time the money was raised, design for the 
Art Center would be even more modern 
than it now is. 


UNITED NATIONS MOVE 


Sperry plant will now house both world 
government and gyroscope assembly. 


Like everybody else, the United Nations 
still had plenty of housing troubles. Decid- 
ing to abandon the Bronx, UN will go next 
to Long Island. Its new temporary home 
will be in two sections: a New York City 
World’s Fair building in Flushing and the 
handsome block-long administration build- 
ing of the Sperry Gyroscope Co. 13 miles 
away in Nassau County. * 

By September the colonnaded World’s 
Fair building, now in use as a skating rink, 
will be ready for the General Assembly. 
For its remodeling Park’ Commissioner 
Robert Moses had promised the services of 
city engineers and the use of the city’s 
checkbook up to $600,000. 

The air-conditioned, concrete and glass- 
brick Sperry building, which cost the 
Defense Plant Corp. about $18 million, will 
be rented to UN by the U. S. government 
at a cost of $200,000 annually. Three- 
stories high with full basement, penthouse 
and service wings, the Sperry building will 
require almost no alteration for UN office 
use. Adjoining Sperry plant space will be 
converted for meeting 
rooms for the social 
and economic coun- 
cils by architects 
Voorhees, Walker, 
Foley & Smith, who 
of the Hunter College 
quarters (Forum, 
April, °46). Sperry 
will go on making gyroscopes in the plant 
buildings next door. 

Plans were already underway for a 
housing project near the Sperry plant to 
take care of UN’s personnel and their 
families, about 4,000 persons. Commis- 
sioner Moses’ pet team of savings bank 
housing backers was reported ready to 
finance the development. 

Hard at work plugging for an interna- 
tional competition for design of UN’s 














NATIONAL CHEMICAL & MFG. CO. 
3612 S$. May St., Chicago 9 
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1 permanent home was an American 
Institute of Architects committee headed 
by Eric Gugler, New York. 

(Continued on page 20) 
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For those looking for the 


Truly Distinctive ! 


Among the wide variety of unusually attractive 

“special designs,” offered in Hendrick Grilles, are 

many developed to meet the individual ideas or 

requirements of architects. These, together with 

other exclusive Hendrick patterns, are now avail- 

able without premium. Write for complete in- 
formation. 


p= 
ENDRICK 


35 DUNDAFF STREET, jae nes ster) PA. 
Sales Offices in Principal Cities 





























Ett, 24-bour growth of 
B typbosus. 


Right, Bacillus Typhosus, 
he causative 
, of Typhoid Fever. 

















Magnified cutaway view 
shows No. 50 installed in 

«a DELANY FLUSHBOY 
VALVE — it can be in- 






bu- 
a 


But You CAN'T MAGNIFY 





into the water supply line, and STOP COMPLETELY one 
common source of possible contamination with probably trans- 
mission of water-borne diseases such as typhoid, dysentery, 
possibly polio. 

The No. 50 DELANY VACUUM BREAKER meets the 
requirements of U. S. Bureau of Standards, and is FULLY 
APPROVED by most States and Municipalities. 

The DELANY No. 50 VACUUM BREAKER is self policing 
—will function for years—will prevent back-syphonage under 
vacuum even though maliciously or mischievously sabotaged— 
has only one moving part—practically invisible when installed. 








old or new flusbometer. 
Send for Valuable Facts 
oe. SIMPLEST 
INSET —= ASSEMBLY 
—ONLY 
RUBBER 
SLEEVE— Ons 
MOVING 
AIR PART 
VENTS 
FLUSH PRACTICALLY 
CONN. INVISIBLE 
Cc WHEN 
NUT INSTALLED 











the vacuum. This 
instantly pre- 
vents the slight- 
est back-syphon- 




















Douglas Fir Plywood 


ae 





Again Allocated 


-To Meet the UrgentN eeds 
of the Reconversion 


Housing Program 


TODAY’S most urgent and immediate need is for 
housing—and the Douglas*fir plywood industry pledges 
complete cooperation with the Reconversion Housing 
Program. 


The demand for housing requires that Douglas fir 
plywood again be put on an allocation basis. This 
means that a substantial proportion of the industry's 
production will be channelled to housing contractors, 
stock cabinet manufacturers, prefabricators and dis- 
tributors. 


As a result, the present supply situation for all other 
industrial and construction uses will be temporarily 
aggravated. 


May we strongly urge you to anticipate your needs 
far in advance—and discuss your requirements with 
your regular sources of supply. 
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Even though today the supply 
situation in Douglas fir plywood 
is critically short, for many projects 
such as forming concrete surfaces, 
for signs and display work, for 
boat building, and for many other 
industrial and commercial uses, it is 
almost indispensable. In these cases 
it is well worth waiting for, as it 
will save time and labor and do a 
better job. 





Douglas Fir Plywood Association 
Tacoma 2, Washington 

















FIRE is always looking for a place to happen! 
But now this hazard can be throttled—through 
the use of Decorative Fabrics that cannot burn 
or give off suffocating fumes because they are 
woven from Fiberglas yarns. 

GET THIS FREE BOOK. See the spectacular, 
beautiful decorative possibilities of fabrics of 
Fiberglas—shown in full-color photos of hotels, 
restaurants, night-clubs, schools and other 
places of public assembly. Read why use of 
Fiberglas gives patrons and audiences reassuring 
* peace-of-mind. Learn how you can utilize the 
natural firesafety of Fiberglas. 








OWENS-CORNING 


FIBERGLAS 








Owens-Coming Fiberglas Corp. 
Dept. 830, Toledo 1, Ohio 
sae ee booklet: “Design 























Heating Dreams 
Come True... 


A building ‘free of heating head- 
aches—noearlymorningcomplaints 
of not enough heat; no mid-day 
teports of too much heat. It’s a 
Building Owners dream to receive 
even heat all day long—with a sav- 
ing in fuel. 


Many Building Owners have al- 
teady discovered their answer in 
the Webster Moderator System of 
Steam Heating. There’s no over- 
heating; no underheating . . . No 
costly waste of fuel. Continuous 
heat flow from every radiator main- 
tains comfortable’ heating at all 
times. 


“Control-by-the-Weather” is pro- 
vided by an Outdoor Thermostat 
which automatically balances the 
heating rate to agree with changes 
in outdoor temperature. 


More Heat with Less Fuel 


Seven out of ten large ‘buildings i in 
America (many less than ten years 
old) can get up to 33 per cent more 
heat out of the fuel consumed! . . . 
If you are planning on a new build- 
ing or on the modernization of an 
existing building, you will be inter- 
ested in “Performance Facts” — a 
book of case studies, before and after 
figures,on 268 Webster Steam Heat- 
ing installations. Write for it today. 
Address Dept. AF-5 

WARREN WEBSTER & CO., Camden, N. J. 
Pioneers of the Vacuum System of Steem Heating 


Representatives in principal Cities : : Est. 1888 
In Canada, Darling Brothers, Limited, Montreal 


¥ (fe ‘ ; 
\aae | AUTOMATIC 


Heating Systems 
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Farrier joins Gunnison Homes. 


One of the nation’s top-notch housing tech- 
nicians last month joined a top-flight 
prefaber. Resigning as director of the 
National Housing Agency’s technical divi- 
sion, Clarence W. Farrier arrived in New 
Albany, Ind. to take a hand in the booming 
affairs of Gunnison 
Homes, Inc. With a 
new plant scheduled 
for completion by 
August, prefab pio- 
neer Foster Gunnison 
expects to turn out 
one complete house 
for every hour of 
FARRIE operation. 

Onetime assistant coordinator of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority, Farrier was 
later television coordinator for the National 
Broadcasting Company. He directed NHA’s 
technical division throughout the war years, 
working closely with private industry in 
developing new materials and methods. 


BRITISH PROGRESS 

Virtually socialized housebuilding 

makes less headway than promised. 
In housebuilding Britain’s Labor govern- 
ment has planted both feet firmly on the 
platform of socialization which it erected 
during the campaign. So far, this is true 
for no other British industry. Because of 
this and because of the severity of Britain’s 
housing crisis, whether Labor keeps its 
political footing depends most of all on 
how fast British voters get a roof over their 
heads. 

Right now this looks as if it will be a 
good deal less fast than the Laborites had 


promised. “We have waited eight months,” ~ 


Conservative back-benchers thundered, 
“and met with nothing but disappointment 
and disillusionment.” 

The first statistical report of housing 
progress showed only 1,450 new permanent 
houses built and only 12,000 temporaries. 
While these figures were indeed bitterly 
disappointing to several million under- 
housed families, they did not tell the whole 
‘story. An important part of it: some 
112,000 families had been rehoused in re- 
paired dwellings. 

Private Builders Lead. Although the British 
government expects to do about four-fifths 
(Continued on page 24) 








BELL a GOSSETT co. 


Dept. N-10, Morton Grove, Ill. 








The consistently 

bigh quality of 

CHROMEDGE Metal 

Trims is assured by 

centering all quality 

i factors at The 

B&T Metals Company. 

For the widest choice of 

practical shapes ... for a 

full range ~ 2 specially 

matched designs . . . for 

the beautiful aiieaenned 

OMALITE finish that never 

rubs off black .. . for controlled 

wality and other exclusive ad- 

vantages, insist on genuine 
CHROMEDGE! 














= You provide the 
advantages of - 


ON the drafting board, 
Milcor Metal Lath & 
- gives you unlimited free- 
dom to develop structural 
forms and shapes. 
On the job site, Milcor 
Metal Lath provides maximum rigid- 
ity with light weight. The whole wall 
and ceiling is held together in one fire- 
resistant monolithic slab, free from 
cracking, warping, and 
shrinking tendencies, 
Although not plentiful 
today, metal lath is more 
. easily obtained than sub- 
stitutes which do not have 
the fire-safety, perma- 
nency, or vermin-resis- 



























Milcor Netmech Metal Lath 





tance of steel . . . and 
which have never equalled 
metal lath as a satisfac- 
tory plaster base. 
Steel-reinforced plaster 
faithfully expresses your 
conception of form and color tone. 
The entire plastered surface remains 
at practically the same temperature, 
thus avoiding condensation and re- 
sultant plaster blemishes 
such as lath streaks. The 
plaster stays new-looking 
longer, a credit to your 
reputation. 
Consult the Milcor cat- 
Sredpre sod deca 
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Trane Cooling Coils and Centrifugal Fans perform all 
functions of cooling and air handling. The type OS Cooling 
Coil shown is a drainable tube coil for average quantities 
of clean chilled water. There are also. Trane cooling coils 
for sedimented water, and for direct expansion refrigerants. 
The FC Centrifugal Fan shown is a forward curved multi- 
blade unit for large quantities of air. Other Trane fans are 
Trane backward curved non-overloading fans, and Trane 


Utility Fans. 











Watrous Flush Valve (pis- 
ton type) being adjusted. 
Simply unscrew cap nut and 
turn adjusting screw to reg- 
ulate length of flush to ac- 
tual needs of fixture. No 
need to take the valve apart, 
or even shut off the water. 


cc , means extra savings 


16 Watrous Flush Valve Owners 


4.0 of the big reasons why fush valves are so widely used is 
that they save water. 


- While this is generally true, the full savings possible with 


y hoch, pulves are séver Senliaed 'aalees Oligetion ts eraE WS Ge 


simple fact. 
You get age tng savings only through the use beak, fas 
vdheas ed aoe justed to the actual water needs of the 
posh on shack t Ae are pegs 


Fixtures. vary in their water requirements and frequently as 
much as one gallon per flush can be saved by individual ad- 
justment. 


In a building with 200 flush valves, this saving would be 
1,168,000 gallons per year—and that’s real savings in dollars 
and cents. Figure your savings in the table below. ' 


With Watrous Flush Valves you get maximum water savings 
on every fixture because every Watrous Flush Valve, in’ both 
diaphragm and piston types, has the Water-Saver Adjustment. 


This simple screw-driver adjustment, taking only a few sec- 
onds, is one of the reasons why the selection of Watrous Flush 
Valves is a source of constant satisfaction over the years to 
everyone concerned. 


THE IMPERIAL BRASS MFG. CO. (238 W. Harrison St., Chicago 7, Ilinois 
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‘ceptional smoothness that 


A bonus for buildings! 
New 
EAGLE Ready-To-Use 
WHITE LEAD PAINT 









The glory of a brilliant white 
gloss that holds its whiteness 
can now be given to your 
buildings. And because of 
meticulous care in mixing, 
Eagle Ready-To-Use White 
Lead Paint possesses an ex- 


makes it more useful to prop- 
erty owners, easier to use for 
painters. It delivers to your clients a paint job that surpasses 
their greatest expectations, and enhances your reputation. 


Traditional white lead in a new, convenient form 


Eagle RTU Paint is backed by the 2000-year-old white lead 
reputation plus more than a century of Eagle-Picher paint mak- 
ing experience. It preserves the durability, beauty and economy 
made famous by white lead . . . and adds new, time-saving 
convenience. You can specify it with complete confidence. 

Two forms: Primer Sealer and Outside White Finish Coat. 
One, two and five gallon pails. 


Buy more U. S. Savings Bonds 


THE EAGLE-PICHER COMPANY 


Cincinnati (1), Obie Ep 
Member of the Lead Industries Association 






A 103-YEAR-OLD FAVORITE 


EAGLE PURE 
WHITE 


EA 
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of all housebuilding under the present pro- 
gram, so far the government has produced 
only 350 permanent houses compared to a 
total of 1,100 built by private enterprise. 
The National Federation of Building Trade 
Employers was quick to claim that “the 
lesson” of these figures “is that the nation 
cannot afford to allow Mr. Bevan to go on 
discouraging private builders .. .” On its 
part, the government pointed to additional 
figures. Under construction are 16,000 
government-built permanent houses as com- 
pared to 6,000 private builders’ houses. 

But, whatever the figures, last month the 
Laborites made it clear that they have no 
intention of climbing down from their elec- 
tion promise of virtually socialized house- 
building. This was plain in the House of 
Commons vote—in spite of heavy fire from 
the Opposition—to give the government 
almost complete control of the production 
and distribution of building materials and 
to authorize a 60-year subsidy for govern- 
ment-built houses. 

The program for government control of 
building materials (given official approval 
and funds by the bill just passed by Com- 
mons but actually already put into opera- 
tion under the government’s war powers) 
is so extensive as to reduce the controversial 
Wyatt subsidy proposals to postage stamp 
size. 


Government Sole Customer. Under the British 
plan, nobody but the government can pur- 
chase housebuilding materials. These go 
into the government-produced prefab and 
temporary houses: and are re-sold by the 
Ministry of Supply to local authorities and 
to licensed private builders for use in 
conventional construction. As the sole cus- 
tomer for the optput of the building ma- 
terials industry; the government has tre- 
mendous power. It can fix prices, regulate 


PRIVATE ENTERPRISE in Gritain shows what it is 
prepared to do to solve the housing problem by 
erecting 27 pairs of demonstration houses in various 
parts of country. These are first two pairs com- 
pleted, built from plans selected in a House Build- 
ing Industries ith 









types and design of products, accelerate 
favored production processes (like the pre- 
fabrication of house parts) and set produc- 
tion schedules. This plan of semi-socializa- 
tion is supplemented by a core of outright 
nationalization; 13 government-owned ord- 
nance factories have been converted to the 
production of housebuilding materials and 
equipment. . 

Minister of Works George Tomlinson 
had summed up Labor’s policy: “Let there 
be no misunderstanding, it is the intention 
of His Majesty’s Government to go into 
business, both in the manufacture and in 
the distribution of building materials and 
components, in a big way.” 

Under contracts already in effect with 
producers, the government has been able 
to reduce the many types and sizes of build- 
ing materials and fittings manufactured 
before the war to a small number of stand- 
ard items. This standardization has been 
guided by a research program initiated by 
the Ministry of Works some years ago 
under the Coalition government. Reduction 
in variety of items produced has made it 
possible to put the emphasis on volume 
output. 


Distributors Out of Business. Except in this 
respect, the government has so far not used 
its powers to make basic changes in pro- 
duction. Traditional patterns of distribu- 
tion have suffered more. A]though Laborite 
officials had declared their intention of 
using ‘existing channels of distribution as 
much as possible, this has turned out—as 
many an unconverted Conservative had | 
foretold—to be not especially possible. 

Bulk government purchase has led to dis- 

tribution through government supply depots 

established at various points over the | 
country. 





(Continued on page 28) 
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) elocted for the new TRIPLER GENERAL HOSPITAL 


- PERMATITE—the window preferred by leading architects before the war—is again the 
outstanding choice for post war jobs. 


More than 4500 PERMATITE aluminum windows are being used in the U. S. Army’s 
new Tripler General Hospital now under construction on the island of Oahu in Hawaii. 
This is the largest single aluminum window contract ever placed:and includes win- 
dows of every style—double hung, triple hung, casement and projected. 

In its PERMATITE line, General Bronze offers specially designed windows, in either 
aluminum or bronze, for hospitals, schools, apartments, public and commercial 


These fine windows have many unique, patented features—both in design and con- 
struction. They help assure years of dependable service and client satisfaction. 


For complete information, full size details, etc.,on PERMATITE windows and other 
General Bronze products consult Sweet’s or write for catalogs. 


GENERAL BRONZE CORPORATION 


34-17 TENTH STREET LONG ISLAND CITY 1, N.Y. 





x & SAWYER, Architect 
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IT WEATHERS ALL WEATHER 








As the gypsum core mix is formed, 
waterproof asphalt is dispersed 
it. 


U-S°-G SHEATHING —~. 


with the Asphalted-Gypsum Core 


No need to let weather delay jobs. 
No need to pamper sheathing. Not 
when you use this new product with 
the asphalted-gypsum core. In just 
15 days, U-S-G* laboratories drove 
165 inches of simulated rainfall 
against big panels of U-S-G Sheath- 
ing . . . subjecting it to more “rain” 
than the average United States lo- 
cality receives in 54 years. Absorp- 


United States Gypsum 


tion by weight was only 3.4%, there 
was no buckling, no warping, no 
opening of joints and the wet 8’ x 8’ 
panel withstood a load of 1,850 
pounds with a lateral deflection of 
only 1.125 inch. Available in limited 
quantities. Ask your U-S-G sales- 
man for test-it-yourself samples and 
merchandising he!ps, or write 309 
West Adams Street, Chicago 6, IIL 


#*Reg. T. M. 
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For Buliding e For industry 
RI Gypsum « Lime - Steel - Insulation - Roofing - Paint 




















Z. oe entirely NE W kind of window 


_ CURTIS SELF- FITTING SILENTITE! 





mera 
For Greater Weather- 
The new Silentite bas “floating” 


oa weather-strips _ 
Matt ple a 





‘SELF-FITTING— SELF-FITTING— 


For Locking Safety For Simple Installati 





ETTER windows—more weather-tight—, ' 
” easier to operate—easier to install! 
That's what home-building Amerith wants 
today. And today, Curtis answers that need 
with a startling new window development 
—the self-fitting Silentite! Here’s a window 
that represents as great an advance in win- 
dow design as the original Silentite! Read 
about some of the new Silentite features 
shown on this page—then you'll know why 
Curtis again brings America more window 

value for its money! 








The new Silentite locks in wn a The sash is installed _ = init 
partly open position—new from apo puma 
sob actk oat aed ya auth toch favelibed’ iri top ged tom 4 be nate 
wit unit—and Can get anew remaoed from ibe inside by remova 





Silentite Window Line. 





Remember, Silentite continues to give you “streamlined” A ace rm 
ation without weights or pulleys— freedom from re —and man 
other features. Get all the facts about the new Silentite Self-itting 
Window —and the new line of Curtis Stock Architectural Woodwork! 
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FLASHING FLAT AND 
EXPOSED TO DAMAGE 




















You're 
way of 
up. It’s wrong because it leaves 
Stacton % pou Samege and 
struction 
to pea collection of mortar drip- 
pees aor i. debris. It’s wrong 


! This is the wrong 
the turn- 


cause the flashing has to be 
cleaned off before it is turned up. 
It’s because the ing 


dling the flashing turn-up today. 


RIGHT! 


You're right! There is a — 
practi 


way—an 

simple way = gives the faeuing 
turn-up complete protection at all 
times, eliminates cemen' and 


densation. You can 34 sending all 
about this right 


ps your 
improved, Me he 
dling rs 
ethical eke Lew v the 
and 


AND RIGHT AGAIN! 


You’re Pn age Wasco is the right 
copper-fabric flashing! It’s pure 
cleneedenet copper (available in 
2, 3, 5 and 7 oz. copper t ns 
square geno insulated and 
between layers of. asphalt 
meoueeee ed fabric. Wasco is 
ly with mortar, is not af- 
ected 4 by mente ig and is easily 
shaped and formed. Send for speci- 
fications, details and samples. 


WASCO FLASHING COMPANY 
CAMBRIDGE, MASS. 


WASCO 
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Although U. S. housebuilders might carp 
at federal price ceilings as delaying pro- 
duction of building materials, their gripes 
were mild compared to the jeremiad of their 
British counterparts. The government was 
hogging scarce building materials for use 
in temporary and prefab houses, British 
builders claimed. Materials stacked up. at 
supply depots to await government use, the 
outraged housebuilders said, while tried- 
and-tested private housebuilding waited. 

Minister of Works Tomlinson denied that 
there were any big stalls in production of 
temporary and prefab houses. But the 
Opposition was ready to declare the whole 
prefab program a colossal failure. Alfred 
Bossom, an influential Conservative M. P. 
who practiced architecture for many years 
in the U. S., told Commons that the metal 
prefabs will become “grim monuments of 
a mistaken decision of the Minister which 
we shall have to look at for the next 50 
years.” Of the Opposition’s many com- 
plaints, this much was a matter of record: 
the British prefabs had. proved to cost as 
much—and sometimes more than conven- 
tional construction. 


Houses-to-Rent.. The government's first call 
on materials is only one part of a program 
in which public housebuilding takes over- 
whelming precedence over private enter- 
prise. The Laborites had from the begin- 
ning insisted that five houses-to-rent must 
be built for every house-for-sale—since 
scarcely one out of five British families can 
afford to buy a house. This means that 
local authorities will do the vast majority 
of all housebuilding. Last month Commons 
approved a government subsidy (about $90 
annually for 60 years) for each house built 
by a local authority. 

Private builders, of course, get no sub- 
sidy and must be licensed by local authori- 
ties for every house they build. This, the 
Federation of Registered Housebuilders 
claimed, means that private builders can do 
nothing to cut house costs and to reach vol- 
ume production. “Firms who could develop 
sites of 1,000 houses receive a license to 
build four or eight and must run the gaunt- 
let of an army of civil servants before they 
can obtain the necessary materials.” 

Ex-miner Aneurin Bevan, Minister of 
Health, ‘pointed up the vast difference be- 
tween the British government’s attitude 
toward the housebuilding industry and U. S. 
public housing policy.. Where the local 
authorities could absorb the whole of the 


building materials and labor available’ 


locally, Bevan said flatly, he hoped they 
would not license privately built houses at 
all. There had to be planning, and “specu- 
lative builders, by their very nature, are 
not planable instruments.” 

(Continued on page 32) 





SAVE 
time, weight, 
USE MIRACLE! 


MIRACLE is a uick-setting, 
eng i ” adhesive 


eners. 





oe ee one For other uses and full infor- 
i mation write to Miracle Ad- 
hesives Corporation, 852 Clin- 
ton Ave., Newark 8, N. J. 


) of Miracle does wo 








A Complete, Nationally Available Service for 
eae ei Contractors and Building Owners 





1345 taBrosse Street + Detroit 26, Michigan 




















NO HOME TOO 











No WOME TOO.SMALL... 











Radiant heating in’ any home, large or small, is the idéal heat for solid comfort and the 
BASE-RAY* Radiant Baseboard offers radiant heating at its best... and simplest... . 
adaptable to rooms of any size, Base-Ray is 7” high and 13/4” thick . . . assemblies start at a 
minimum of 24” and can be furnished in multiples of 12” . . . and can be shipped in lengths 
up to 8’, Additional sections may easily be added on the job to suit any requirement. BASE- 
RAY is simple to install . . . any heating contractor can do a good job, 

To give your plans the truly modern touch, incorporate BASE-RAY. You achieve smart- 


Write today for this — beauty, comfort and heating efficiency in one stroke. And this is important: Installation 
FRE B Booklet, which in new or old homes requires no structural changes, and specifications are simple. BASE-RAY 
tion data on BaseRay cast-iron baseboards are installed on outside walls in place of the regular wood baseboard. 


Painted to match, they are practically indistinguishable from balance of trim, For any type hot 
water, 2-pipe steam or vapor system. 
A well. designed house, large or small, deserves BASE-RAY radiant heating. Get all the 
facts. Mail the coupon today. 
*Reg. U.S. Pat. Office 


Dacian Boiler Corporation Dept. AF-56 

Irvington, New York 

Please send me copy of ‘‘Ratings per Installation * 
. 
' 


Guide on BASE-RAY Radiant Baseboards pe ldatiad e N. tees Dept. AF-56 
i } 




















santo neneanaaseem 


50 celiac ae ST., pope YORK 7, N. Y. 











Architect George Fred Keck com- 
bined inso/ation with insulation in 
this house. The roof extension bars 
hot summer sun, lets in the warm 
slanting rays of winter sun. 
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Most people love the outdoors—its feeling of freedom 
and bigness and airiness. So, the trend to larger win- 
dows—to bring these benefits indoors—is natural. 

But, of course, people like comfort, too. How to 
provide both was a problem, until Thermopane was 
developed. 

Thermopane is a transparent insulating unit composed 
of two or more panes of glass separated by sealed-in 
dehydrated air. It provides year-round insulation. The 
L-O-F Bondermetic Seal bonds the panes into a single 
unit to guard against dirt or moisture entering the air 
space. And the sealed-in air greatly reduces the possi- 
bility of condensation on the glass. 

Manufacturers of both wood and metal windows 
make sash for Thermopane. For special sash, specify 
rabbeting wide enough to accommodate Thermopane’s 
slightly greater thickness. 

For more data on insulation vaiues, sizes, thicknesses 
and types of glass than can be given here, write for a copy 
of our factual Thermopane book. Libbey:Owens:Ford 
Glass Company, 1656 Nicholas Bldg., Toledo 3, Ohio. 














SOMETHING NEW 
IS AFOOT IN 


HOTEL PLANNING! 


The planning and decorating of hotel rooms are undergoing drastic changes. 

No longer is the traditional type of bedroom enough. Your post-war guests want 

a room that serves a dual purpose . . . one that is a charming sitting room by day, a 
comfortable bedroom at night. McCutcheon's has lots of new tricks up its sleeve 

to make this feasible and practical. For instance — our revolutionary new 
“‘Lounge-Bed"’*. Here is a smart, comfortable sofa that's amazingly easy to 

transform into a luxurious bed. The guest simply raises the back by pulling a 

handle, whips off the mattress cover, and presto! there's the bed all made up and ; ‘ 
ready to use. It is a full 36” wide and 76” long and comes equipped with a 

fine innerspring or foam rubber mattress. It can be covered to harmonize with 

any type of decor. Write today for further details. 

PLANNING SERVICE — We will gladly develop furnishing layouts for public rooms and 
bedrooms without obligation if you send us floor plans. 

DECORATING SERVICE — Complete Interior Decoration Services available by arrangement. 


Gh eC wtchevi’s 


CONTRACT DIVISION © FIFTH AVENUE AT.49TH STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. © VO 5-1000 “Patent applied for. 
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How long has it been since you've 
been hungry? REALLY HUNGRY? 
Starvation is hard to imagine, es- 
pecially here in our rich land. But 
it does exist. Look at this photo. 





This is not a posed photograph. 
This Italian child probably considers 
himself extremely fortunate to be en- 


joying such a feast. 

At this moment a quarter of the 
world’s population is actually facing 
death from starvation. The Emer- 
gency Food Collection, now underway 
throughout the United States (on be- 
half of UNRRA) is designed to save 
some from this fate. Food collection 
depots have been established in every 
community in the United States. Milk 
(condensed, evaporated or dried), 
meat, fish, peanut butter, baby foods, 
baked beans, stews, soups, fruits, vege- 
tables—any metal-canned goods are 
sorely needed. 

Those who wish to make cash con- 
tributions may do so through their 
local communities. Or checks and 
money orders may be sent to 
the National Headquarters. Address, 
Emergency Food Collection, 100 
Maiden Lane, New York 7, N. Y. 
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STRIKE THREAT 

Denver tie-up averted by wage boost. 
The building control order had been bad 
enough, but last month Denver contractors 
shook their heads over a new worry. Com- 
plete’ tie-up of all construction threatened 
as Denver’s construction laborers and hod- 
carriers planned to go on strike. 

The laborers said they would walk off 
the job unless Denver contractors agree 
to a 25-cent an hour wage increase. This 
would up common laborers from $1 to 
$1.25 an hour and hod carriers from $1.25 
to $1.50. Builders claimed it would add 
another 15 per cent to the zooming cost of 
construction. 

As the strike deadline loomed, union men 
prepared to put their shovels down. Finally 
the Denver Home Builders Association, 
which uses 70 per cent of the city’s hod 
carriers, came to terms with the union. 
The agreement: to put the matter before 
the Wage Adjustment Board and to accept 
the Board’s decision. Within a day the 
Denver Contractors Association had de- 
cided to sign the agreement. While the 
Wage Adjustment Board pondered the con- 
tested wage boosts, Denver building settled 
back to an uneasy peace. 


PLUMBERS’ PLAN 
Contractor offers new repair service. 


Milwaukee householders can now buy 
plumbing repair service for $11 a year. 
“No longer need the fear of big budget- 
busting plumbing bills to take the joy out 
of life,” plumbing contractor Herman Zien 
promised his customers. “No longer need 
you worry about labor charges at $2.50 
an hour.” 

Contractor Zien has already signed con- 
tracts with .150 householders. For a flat 
rate of $11 a year, contract holders can be 
sure that drains will be kept unclogged, 
traps clean and all plumbing smoothly 
operating. A big part of Zien’s sales talk is 
“preventative maintenance” which calls for 
two free inspection visits each year to each 
home under contract “to catch plumbing 
troubles before they happen.” The annual 
contract fee does not cover cost of ma- 
terials, but ‘Zien says he is prepared to 
supply all items at prevailing prices. No 
matter how many labor hours are involved 
in a repair job, there is no charge beyond 
the annual fee. 

Trying his plan out in an eastern Mil- 
waukee neighborhood, plumber Zien plans 
to extend it to the whole city if he finds 
householders generally as enthusiastic as 
he is about plumbing service by the year. 














*COLOVOLT COLD CATHODE 
INDUSTRIAL FIXTURES 


























































































































































































































Reg. U. S. Pat. Of. 
BIRD & SON, inc., east waLpote, MASS. 
NEW YORK SHREVEPORT,LA. CHICAGO 














Hot Steel Pressed into Boiler Head s 
on this 3000 Ton Hydraulic Behemoth 


inheavy duty service... whether for power, process 
‘steam or heating... the extra strength built into 
Kewanee Hi-Pressure Boilers insures a longer term 
of dependable service. The shop photo shows’ a 
boiler head being formed into perfect shape under 
a hydraulic pressure of 1500 Ibs. per square inch. 


Hand or Mechanical Fired 
100, 125, 150 LBS. WP. « 6 to 304 H.P, 














You WON’T have to wait until new apartments are built 
to enjoy just the comfort temperature you prefer. For 
Minneapolis-Honeywell has developed a “Personalized” 
Heating Control System that can be installed in your present 
apartment. With a thermostat in every suite, you can select 
your own temperature just as you select your decorations. 
P. H.C. makes available to every apartment dweller the 
same unlimited comfort that Moduflow* brings to single- 
family dwellings. 











Now you can install a P. H. C. System in your existing 


Honeywell, the work can be done in a matter 
of hours, without inconvenience to your tenants. See below 
ger oS aprons: cea lye hina ego 

During the past Honeywell P. H. C. Systems 
have been jasalled sh 232 buildings (3,099 suites) in 28 





saving fuel at an average rate of 20 per cent. 


Meteion is nee iven to Honcywell’s newest heating control system for homes. It means 
* : is required for co: » with a uniform, vere 





r 


COMFORT UNLIMITED 


Each tenant can have 

the comfort temperature 

he desires. Just set the 

thermostat—as simple as 

dialing in your favorite 
station. 








CUTTING THE GROOVE 








Special cutting tool, 

designed by Honeywell, 

cuts groove in wall to 

conceal wiring. Vacuum 

cleaner attachment 

removes plaster chips 
dust. 
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NO “MOVING DAY" 
ae _ "t have ee 
y in 
ote’ to + ane ae even, 
comfortable temperature 
that only A ge 
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COVERING HIS TRACKS 
The flexible copper tubing 
in groove | 
with a specially oe apres 
plastic comes. en the 
groove is concealed with 
adhesive tape previous! 


prepared to exactly mai 
the wall color. 
































NO UNHEALTHFUL 
OVERHEATING 


No more colds and sickness 

caused by ft o> og th 
ts OF 

windows wre pesers to ct 


relief. » Precious 
is me for other useful 
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JOB FINISHED 


Within an hour after he 
started, the service man 
has departed, leaving 
behind no mess or evidence 
of his work. Just as simple 
as installing a telephone. 
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es 























‘a 











MACOUS F 














TROWEL FINISH 
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© Macoustic is applied over 

a base of gypsum plaster and 

saves getty poahoad 

lime putty coat. May be 

troweled compa 
or fi 


aratively 




















HEN Gold Bond Macoustic is mixed with rere 
small gas bubbles form. After application, these 
bubbles burst, automatically creating millions of tiny 
sound-absorbing channels within the plaster which os 
this material its high acoustical efficiency. 


The pleasing finish of Macoustic ineeipesieas ich prac- 
tically any type of wall treatment. It imposes no limita- 
tions on design and may be used page flat or 
irregular surfaces, coves, barrel or Siiass, Is 
applied by regular plasterers and 30 little to the 
cost that Macoustic sound conditioned a may be 

included in even the most modest 
budgets. 


Macoustic is supplied in oyster 
white, ivory, cream and buff. When 
redecoration is necessary, it may 
be spray-painted with Gold Bond 
Sunfiex water-mixed paint without 
appreciable loss of sound absorp- 
tion. For complete information, see 
Sweet's or write National Gypsum 
Company, Buffalo 2, New York. 
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electrical fixtures after he moves in. 





And for Rodney Miller, Miami contractor, Q-Floors formed a dry, clean, noncombustible platform for all trades 


’ Faster construction with Q-Floors‘is easily translated into money 20 to 30%. Robertson has proved this on thousands of installations. 
Q-Floors 


goes up. No forms or shoring; no wet materials cause delay. This right in line. You don’t have to hedge one bit for cost. For com- 
speeds all other trades along so that construction time is reduced plete information call a Robertson representative or write to 






H. H. ROBERTSON COMPANY Pantco 22, remveous Ofties tn 8D Petncipal Cites 


Pittsburgh 22, Pennsyivanic World-Wide Building Service 


e -FLOORS 
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ALUMINUM EXPRESSION 
Forum: 


While reading your March 1946 Forum, 
1 came across an article regarding a port- 


in a slightly confused frame of mind as to 
ee ee 
- - On pages 112 and 113 regarding the 


Granary” the farmers use for grain storage, 





and is surely a fake. The second story por- 
tion of brick, supported by two small lally 
columns surely is a display of a heavy mass 
apparently supported by out of scale mem- 
bers. Is this good or bad? 

- Regarding the Jacobs house, p. 114, 
there are several lems’ that may have been 
dictated by the client, bat are confusing to 
me. One item that seems just bad design 
is the detail of the curved wall intersection 
of the rear porch off the master bedroom. 
How does the client use this triangular 

pa space on the porch? 
Had the curved wall 
been carried straight 
through and squared out 
the owner would have 
had more available space 
in the dressing room, a 
more livable porch, and 
the owner would have 
had less expense in 
building and mainte- 
mance costs. This detail 
is functional architecture 
at its worst and leaves 
me cold. The long walk from the garage to 
the front entry would be alright for your 
daily exercise (if you need it) but for the 
use of the average person it seems to me 
unnecessary. I suppose the long corridor 
from the recreation room through all the 
bedrooms to the garage weuld give the 
client a chance to take his daily walk inside 
on days when the weather is bad outside. 
. - . Aluminum roof ties, exposed for 
“frank expression” of architecture in the 
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Gripes for Goldberg . . . Allen in demand . . .What the public wants . 






Ancell house (p. 111) are out of this world, 


showing us the best in architecture. 
Pere Swick 
Lima, Ohio 
The best in contem; architecture—to 
which the Forum is not neces- 
the perfect.—En. 


DYNAMIC MR. GIBBINGS 
Forum: 

Though I agree with Mr. Robsjohn-Gib- 
bings in his letter on Frank Lloyd Wright, 
I am completely amazed and baffled by it. 
When did he first become aware of “the 
horrors of Roman revivalism”? What is 
that table supported by Griffons that I 
seem to remember seeing somewhere, if it 
isn’t Roman revivalism? Perhaps it is 
Greek. Sometimes I become confused. . . . 

Craic McCormick, Designer 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


CLAQUE FOR ALLEN 
Forum: 


Not being a member of your inner circle, 
I should perhaps stay far away from your 
controversies, but frankly, I have been all of 
amused by, disgusted with, and irritated by 
the letters turning up in your columns, and 
I’ve held my small fire till the whites of 
the writers’ eyes appear bloodshot due to 
my own brand of wrath! 

We can always do with more Roger Allen. 
humor, and the debates being kicked 
around the last several months are interest- 
ing, but too often among the mail comes a 
complaint that really sends me spinning— 
the far-too-repetitious, “the people don’t 
want modern houses, get wise to yourself, 
get back in a rut, Forum.” This hurts, and 
I could knock myself out over less, but ap- 
proaching the subject from a not-so-emo- 
tional angle— 

“Functional” and “dynamic” are strong, 
true keywords of our times. How any of 
us can expect architecture to remain static 
in this day of (h b 





mv 


. Architect's daughter speaks up. 


ing), is amazing. In February's issue a 
New England architect assumes that, be- 
cause Forum neglects the Colonial house, 
and he receives nothing but requests for 
Colonials, Forum should get its nose out 
in the wind again. I cannot reach these 
same rather unreasonable conclusions, One 
small. or relatively small locality, can 
hardly be considered a cross section of the 
country, nor can one locality’s taste be 
regarded as indicative of the direction the 
future building trade designs will take. But 
if Forum is fighting amid such an over- 
whelming mass of architectural drags and 
obstacles as we are led to believe, then I 
should say that we truly need its service as 
an impetus toward more universally. 
accepted useful design. 

But perhaps I too am prejudiced, for here 
on the coast we are the lucky possessors of 
several of the top modern designers in the 
country—Neutra, Soriano, Laszlo and 
Thiry, to name only four. We not only have 
a corner on many of these “architectural 
pragmatists” who place functionalism above 
all else, but we also have fewer 19th-cen- 
tury-diehards, thus a much happier proving 
ground for plain smooth surfaces, glass 
panels, and other structures in harmony 
with their surroundings. Away with super. 
fluities, gilt cattails, and sentimentality! 

Vincinta E, Morecanp 
Alhambra, Calif. 


At last count, our inner circle numbered 40,000. 
and there’s always room for one more.—Ep. 


Forum: 

To me the greatest architect in America 
is Roger Allen of Grand Rapids, Mich. Not 
Frank Lloyd Wright even with a single ‘I’. 
Not Cram-or Goodhue or Louis Skidmore 
or even the direct Albert Kahn, whose defi- 
nition of an architect was “any man with a 
client.” 

The reason that I go for Roger Allen is 
that he has a vast sense of the incongruous 
which is humor. And a sense of humor is 
the salt of all good thinking. The happy 
humility of being able to laugh at yourself 
as well as others is a great sign of progress. 

I know nothing about Allen’s architecture 
as such. But J shall forever delight in his 
approach to it! Most of us have done a lot 
of things to méet the Wrench Men when 
they come to turn off our gas and threaten 
us with a primitive existence. Perhaps 
Roger Allen has also. I do not know. But 
I will bet you that Allen met the Wrench 
Men with a style. 

(Continued on page 40) 
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is only one of the 
many subjects covered by these 


LATEST NEWS on SOUND | 


thirty-two Balsam 
Data Sheets is yours for the 
asking —just. mail the coupon 


for your set! 


5 
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@ Insulating to prevent sound. 
tion practice—which embod 
months of research, years of 


transmission 


Balsam 
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WOOD CONVERSION COMPANY 


Dept. 147-5, First National Bank Building 


St. Paul 1, 
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Please send me set of Balsam-Wool 
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Water Heaters 
All the research, all of 23,000 test 
years, all of the engineering skill that 
are a part of the SMITHway Perma- 
glas Water Heates,are there for one 
purpose only—to deliver hot water 
as pure as the source itself! 

There’s Only ONE PERMAGLAS 
pomy ser 9a Aa Heaters, gas or electric, 
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The grim thing about all these archi- 
tectural spark-plugs to our national profes- 
sional anaemia is that they are totally de- 
void of raucous humor. Even sly humor is 
lacking in their attack. This is understand- 
able but not excusable. 

A wise and.gentle handling of the incon- 
gruous is what our profession needs. Roger. 


. Allen sees this and does a good job of 


restoring the tang of Will Rogers to our 
American scene. 
Basically, we are as architects, a race 
apart. We do not deal in emotional crises 
as do the lawyers and doctors. Our clients 
are cold and possessed of calm faculties. 
We often make the mistake of identifying 
ourselves with distress professions, but 
Roger Allen catches the fact that we are 
merchants of the incongruous and therefore 
dedicated to sound realization of that fact. 
Fewer photographs of bad plans and 
more editorialized breeze such as Roger 
Allen writes would be very exciting. 
A. Facan, Architect 
Mishawaka, Ind. 


DECOY 
Forum: 

. - - Enclosed you will find some local 
color emanating from Denver, Colo. .. . The 


nearby filling ‘sgation attendant revealed 
that the “dramatic solution” is some form 





Denver view 


of prefabrication. Whether the frame in the 
background is part of the drama or just 
a decoy for termites I do not know. 

ihennes, Cele. Amnon RosinsTEIn 


ARE WE READ? 
Forum: 


After a look at the development houses 
that have gone up since the war ended I’m 
convinced that the average builder and real 
estate man (especially here in the Phila- 
delphia area) never reads the Forum, 
doesn’t design what the public wants, 
doesn’t know a good floor plan when he sees 
one (especially modern floor plans), never 
heard of a one story solar house, uses out- 
dated methods of building, never heard that 
a first floor laundry is handy, never heard of 
closets and built-in drawers, large rooms, 
dining areas in living rooms, floor panel or 

(Continued on page 44) 























PIERCZ RENEWABLE FUSES, INC., DEPT! E-6 
211 HERTEL AVENUE, BUFFALO 7, N. Y. 














Pe Beg Some See a a tee of 
YOUR NAME [ 130 Amps. 
POSITION { ] 60 Amps. 
COMPANY. { ] 100 Amps. 
ADDRESS. [ ] 100 Amps. 
P.O. STATE 
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...a new way to light office interiors for eyesight protection . 


Tas new Wakefield lighting method, specifically de- 
signed to guard against eyestrain, does just what its 


name implies... spreads soft, pleasing light Over-ALL. 
And we think you'll find it over all others when it comes 
to quality of light, cheerfulness, beauty and efficiency. 
Because Wakefield Over-ALL lighting is based on light- 
ing results, : 
Employees will appreciate the protection that Over-ALL 
lighting offers against headaches, fatigue and upset dispo- 


sitions arising from inadequate light . . . will like the way 
Over-ALL lighting seems to lighten work. Management 
will like it as an aid to handling paper work better, with 
fewer errors ... as an easy way to modernize office or 
drafting space and make it 2// working space. - 
Ask your local Wakefield distributor about this new Over- 
ALL lighting. He will gladly supply you with full informa- 
tion. Or write for new booklet. The F. W. Wakefield Brass 
Company, Vermilion, Ohio. 


LIGHTING EQUIPMENT FOR OFFICE, SCHOOL 


Cnkefield | 


AND DRAFTING ROOM 
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In Stran-Steel, architects have a precision fra 
that is not dependent on variables of growth or $s 
its uniformity and strength eliminate sag, warp, rot . - 
guard the building investment and the builder's 


Stran-Steel construction is not only permanent . . . it’s fas! 
and simple as well. Basic framing members are joists, 
channel plates and studs, cut-to-length for rapid assembly 
with ordinary carpenter's tools. Sheet-metal screws accom- 
plish framing connections, while collateral materials are 
nailed directly to the Stran-Steel patented nailing groove. 


Match good design with good materials. Build with Stran- 
Steel, the modern framework for better homes, apartment 
buildings and light commercial or industrial structures. For 
further details, see Sweet's File, Architectural, Sweet's File 
for Builders, or the January issue of Building Supply News. 


GREAT LAKES STEEL CORPORATION 


Stran-Stee! Division - Penobscot Building, Detroit 26, Michigan 
UNIT OF NATIONAL STEEL CORPORATION 
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HE finest motion’ picture sound equipment cannot 


overcome the handicap of an auditorium in which . 


excessive reverberation interferes with proper sound 
teproduction. 

To answer fully the increasing number of inquiries 
received concerning directional baffles, multiple speak- 
ers, and altering auditoriums for improved sound re- 


production, Bell & Howell has published a new manual,’ 


“Acoustic Treatment of Auditoriums.” 

Three parts are devoted to (1) principles of the 
sound-reproducing equipment, (2) improving sound 
distribution, (3) suggestions for auditorium treatment. 
There are charts on reverberation time limits and on 
absorption coefficients of building materials. 


“Architects’ Visual Equipment Handbook” 


This covers completely plans and specifications for 
classrooms, conference rooms, and auditoriums where 
sound motion picture equipment is to be used. Includ- 
ing bluepfints, it is a complete and authoritative manual 
for all concerned with building or adapting rooms for 
showing sound films. 

Send for your free copies of these handbooks today. 
Bell & Howell Company, Chicago; New York; Holly- 
wood; Washington, D. C.; London. 


OPTI-ONICS—product combiniog the sclances of OPTIes - elecrONics » mechanics 


Send for This New Free Booklet, 
“Acoustic Treatment’ of. Auditoriums” 






* 


















SINCE 1907 THE LARGEST MANUFACTURER OF PROFESSIONAL MOTION PICTURE EQUIPMENT FOR HOLLYWOOD AND THE WORLD 














Propellair 


AIRFOIL 
BLADE 





Drum-Type Fans ° 


Simplify Duct Work 





Ae 
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Fit In Anywhere eee 


Excellent for acid or abrasive con- 
ditions; excessive temperatures; 
explosive fumes. Motor is outside 
air stream. Drive fully protected. 
A complete duct section unit, built 
like a battleship. There are efficient 
Propellair designs for every indus- 
trial ventilating need. Write today. 


"MOVING AIR IS OUR BUSINESS” 
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‘Philadelphia, Pa. 


baseboard heat. He still seems to think the 
public likes: center hall colonial, plan “A”, 
tiny rooms, houses’ all alike on too small 
lots, or worse yet, row houses complete with 
back alley. He forgets (or doesn’t give a 
hoot) that the public has been educated to 
better houses; he apparently hasn’t been 
educated to build them. After he erects all 
this jerry-built junk, he has the nerve to ask 
ridiculous prices for them. He then hollers 
his head off when the government is forced 
to consider putting a ceiling price on houses. 
The AIA ought to get busy and take to task 
members of the building field who are foist- 
ing outdated houses on the public. Opera- 
tional builders especially have the great 
chance to give the public good houses with 
good floor plans and decent sized lots. 
Many prize winning small house plans that 
have been published in the last few years 
are just what the public is hungry for. 

I want to buy a new house. I want to buy 
a good house. I do not intend to get soaked 
for it, nor do I intend to go overboard and 
spend more than I think I can afford. I 
doubt if I will buy from an operational 
builder because I have yet to see any houses 
built by them that offer up-to-date heating 
systems, plans or methods. If they offered 
what I wished to buy I would no doubt buy 
from them rather than go to the headaches 
of building a custom built house. I eye with 
deep interest ‘and respect the efforts of the 
prefabrication industry, because they have 
hired good architects and offer all the latest 
floor plans, building methods and heating 
systems. 

I also offer a big basket of brickbats to 
the allied unions and trades of the building 
industry, who through their restrictive prac- 
tices and old fashioned hand methods have 
done so much to add to the cost of the 
house. 

If the good influences in the building in- 
dustry can’t do their own policing, it’s time 
a big man with a big stick stepped in and 
did so. Instead of yammering against such 


. policing, show us that you are responsible 


enough to give us a good product at a fair 
2 E. M. THompson 


WANTED: DESIGN FOR ICE CREAM 
Forum: 

Iam quite aware that the United States of 
America is the leading country in Decora- 
tion artey, with all the beautiful attrac- 
tiveness of designs, and as I am interested 
in the matter and would like to import all 
the modern means for decoration and equip- 
ments for designing, I have approached the 
American Information Bureau in Baghdad, 
whom kindly furnished me with your honor- 
able address. 

(Continued on page 48) 








in home cellar construction 
If you want the convenience and safety of an 
accessible cellar . . . If you want a leak-proof, 
burglar-proof, termite-proof and permanently 


trouble-free cellar door 
which will always be a 
source of satisfaction to 


BILCO 


COPPER STEEL 














HERE it is — new Sisalation — that now gives you high 
efficiency in moisture barrier paper — plus the time-tested 
advantages of reflective insulation! Sisdlation is low cost — 
only about $20.00 for 5-room house (1,400 sq. ft. sidewall 
area, allowing for window and door openings and laps.) That 
means every home can now afford’ it. Write today fgr facts. 


The SISALKRAFT Co. 


205 W. WACKER DRIVE CHICAGO 6, ILLINOIS 











The Engineering 
of Tomorrow— 


Today 
NIE 


Specifications of Beneke 
Seats on Request 














PREPARING OLD SUBFLOORING FOR 
RESILIENT FLOORING 


Today a higher than normal percentage of the architects’ 
work deals ‘with modernization projects, and even this type 
of activity is subject-to many restrictions. Because of the 
necessity to utilize as much of the existing construction 
as possible, resilient flooring materials such as linoleum, 
asphalt tile, Linotile,* and rubber tile are being widely 
considered because they are readily adaptable to moderni- 
zation projects. ; 

The application of resilient floors in an old structure 
usually involves the conversion of what was once a wearing 
floor into what will be a subfloor. In almost every instance, 
there are certain conditions to be met before a completely 
successful application of any resilient floor can be made 
over the base pravided by the old floor. These problems 
fall into two categories. First, since all resilient floorings 
are applied with adhesives, the old floor must be so pre- 
pared as to provide a satisfactory bonding surface for the 
adhesive. Second, since resilient flooring materials are all 
somewhat thermoplastic and giend to mold themselves te 

et 
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irregularities of the surface over which they are installed, it 
is necessary to have a relatively smooth-surfaced subfloor. 


Wood Floors—The problem of bonding resilient floors 
to wood is easy except in those instances where some type 
of surface treatment has previously been applied, such as 
paint or oil. All resilient floor adhesives depend upon pene- 
tration into the wood for their bonding strength. Paint. oil, 
and similar surface treatments prevent this penetration and 
must be removed. 

While the holding power of an adhesive demands that 
it penetrate the wood surface, too great a penetration of the 
moisture from the adhesive will cause the wood to swell 
or warp. Consequently, when the pores of any wood floor 
have been opened by heavy sanding, they should be imme- 
diately closed with a sealing compound such as Armstrong's 
Wall Size. 

The second. subfloor problem, that of securing a smooth 
base surface, is frequently encountered with old wood 











in 
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floors. Much can be accomplished in smooth- 
ing rough floors by machine sanding, planing, 
and the replacement of an, occasional dam- 
aged board. However, if floor surfaces are too 
rough, or are so badly damaged that these 
repair methods will not assure a smooth sut- 
face, it is essential that a new surface be ap- 
plied. One method is an underlayment of ply- 
wood or hardboard such as Armstrong’s Tem- 
wood*. Another recommended method is to 
overlay the subfloor with a cold mastic floor 
fill such as Armstrong’s Flormastic*, This 
floor fill, an emulsion of asphalt in water, can 
be troweled over the wood floor and dries to 
a hard, smooth surface. 


Cement Floors—Problems of securing proper 
adhesion to concrete subfloors usually arise 
from having chalky, dusty, or flaky concrete 
surfaces. This difficulty can usually be over- 
come by a thorough sweeping with a wire 
brush to remove all loose particles, followed 
by a sealing treatment of Armstrong’s Wall 
Size, All cracks, minor holes and crevices 


should be filled with Armstrong’s Crack Filler * # 


or a filler of equal quality before any resilient 
flooring installation‘is started. If concrete floors 


are too badly damaged to be repaired by crack * ” 
fillers, the entire floor may be resurfaced with’ . 


Armstrong’s Flormastic or a concrete topping. 
It is important that concrete topping and new 
concrete floors be fully cured before installing 
resilient floors. 


Special Conditions—These comments cover 
the most common conditions encountered in 
dealing with subfloors of wood and concrete. 
Other types of subfloors such as metal, ter- 
razzo, and magnesite require special treatment 
which is so dependent upon individual cir- 


cumstances that it is impracticable to. lay 


down general recommendations. In such cases, 
Armstrong will be glad to give you assistance 
by phone or by letter and, when the occasion 
demands it, will send a special representative 
to study the subfloor condition and offer sug- 
gestions on proper methods of preparation. 
The wide knowledge gained by many years 
investigating and experimenting with subfloor 
preparation and methods of installing resilient 
floors makes it possible for Armstrong to offer 
sound and unbiased recommendations. For 
assistance in any flooring problem, phone or 
write any Armstrong office, or write 
directly to the Armstrong Cork Com- 
pany, 2305 State St., Lancaster, Pa, 





* REG. U. S. PAT. OFF. 









To insure a proper bond for the 
paint-must: be removed, Because of the speed 
with which.paint can be removed from large 
areas, the dcetylene paint burner is often pre- 
ferred for this type of work. However, ma- 
also do the job quickly and well. 


a en 





Surface defects in the old floor often damage 


or otherwise mar the finished resilient floor. 
This can Be prevented by carefully renailing 
loose ‘bodrd$ and sanding or planing warped 
areas to floor‘level. All badly damaged floor 
boards should be replaced. Sanded areas 
shéuld be treated with a sealing compound to 
prevent warping. 





Another method of resurfacing damaged wood 
and concrete subfloors is the use of a cold 
mastic floor fill. It can be laid directly over 
the old floor. To prevent cracking or other 
damage caused by floor movement, it is ad, 
visable to use a reinforcing wire mesh as a 
bonding agent, Cold mastic fills will not ad- 
here to subfloors coated with oil or grease. 





dt ip all 


floor, this underlayment‘ provides a sound 
base for-all types of resilient flooring. 


> 


Although ‘résilient flooring adhesives will fill 
mirsior cracks and crevices in concrete sub- 
floors, it is best that all holes, cracks, and 
crevices be filled with a reliable cement crack 
filler before installation, is started. It is im- 
portant, too, that {all concrete subfloors, espe- 
cially those on cinder fill, be allowed ade- 
quate drying time before installing flooring. 











ATION 


for the incineration load 
in that home or apartment 
you are designing .. « 





Kerner Incinerator Division 


MORSE BOULGER 
DESTRUCTOR CO. 


209-4 EAST 42nd ST. © MEW YORK 17, &. Y. 
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I should request you kindly to send me by 
return of mail catalogues, illustrations, with 
all the informations necessary for the 


, decorative arts, for such as Cazinos, Con- 


fectionaries, Ice Cream, Hairdressing shops, 
etc., etc. 


Sazyp Monammen Reza TABATABI 
Baghdad, Iraq 


Our ty ay correspondent will doubtless be 
glad to from those who can help him.—Eb. 


AGAINST INCE 
Forum: 


As the daughter of an architect—and con- 
sequently a reader (or should I be truthful 
and say peruser?) of Forum for lo these 
many years, I should like to point out that 
the perhaps less fortunate Miss Helen D. 
Ince takes a lot upon her shoulders when 
she makes unqualified statements as to what 
the public wants, thinks, and feels regard- 
ing modern architecture. I am one of that 
public, and I think she is—to be polite— 
mistaken. 

Of course it might seem that my enviable 
(?) status as an architect’s daughter would 
result in my being “indoctrinated” in the 
New School. This was not true. Along with 
the public I grew up on Colonial and 
French Provincial and loved them. In fact, 
along with the public, had I been building 
my own house ten years ago, I should cer- 
tainly have hilt it in one of those “tradi- 
tional” styles. * 

In the meantime, however, progress 
seems to have caught up with me, and not 
through reading Forum either! Until 
recently I hadn’t seen it for a period of at 
least six years, during which time I have 
sold out to modern—lock, stock, and barrel. 
Nor was this the result of being browbeaten 
by any person or any magazine. It was the 
natural and inevitable outcome of a great 
deal of study in many fields—art, education, 
home economics, costume design, music— 
not related closely perhaps but each re- 
emphasizing the trends and truths in the 
other. 

As far as I can see, the building of Col- 
onial or French Provincial or any other 
kind of “traditional” style today is archi- 
tectural and social sophistry. But unfor- 
tunately, I am afraid that you won’t per- 
suade the public, along with Miss Helen 
Ince to enjoy and feel “at home” in modern 
architecture until the Victorian, Colonial, 
and French Provincial cobwelis have been 
swept away from the rest of their thinking 
as well as from their architectural ideas. 

The entire architectural profession has 
been too prone in the past to disregard 
other fields of endeavor as not having any 
bearing on decisions and taste in its own 
favored realm. This is a fallacy. It takes 

(Continued on page 52) 











GBT THE STEAM-PAK STORY IN BULLETIN ID-46.1G 


YORK * SHIPLEY 











Create a Modern APPLIANCE STORE... 






Trock Appliance Store, Chicago—Harry Meyers, Display Mgr. 











Ss 
GENUINE ; R AL ORIGINAL 
TEMPERED MASONITE 
Made of strong pered M: ite presd d, 
Structural Bends are a practical, inexpensive ma- 
terial for ing Mined a ee bs 
dise gs. Whole departments can be modern- 
ized ... new window backgrounds installed . . . 


‘ outstanding effects created at little cost. There are 
seventeen tan shapes available in 8’ and 12’ 








lengths. Flexible to cut... construct 
.. finish and install... durable , .. modern 
ical to of di treat- 


ck 
ments. In stock. 


WRITE FOR FREE CATALOG « PLAN YOUR 
NEEDS ¢ PLACE ORDER NOW 


Designed and Distributed Exclusively by 


| eerreots * oe 
301 NORTH JUSTINE STREET + CHICAGO 7, ILLINOIS only $2.90 


























When New York’s Belt Parkway blazed into 
brilliance in 1940, it made lighting news. Here 
_ was the longest stretch of sodium-lighted high- 

- way in America—a full 33 miles of it! The 
light of 2200 sodium lamps, developed by 
G.E., being reflected by Alzak* Aluminum 
Reflectors, with a brilliance that gave night 
drivers on this famous highway the high visi- 7 
bility shown at left : 




























1940’s news has become a lesson for 1946. 

For the Belt Parkway skirts a lot of salt water. 

Smoke and fumes are ever-present. Yet five 

years’ exposure has made no appreciable dif- 

ference in the efficiency of these reflectors. 

The advantages of Alcoa Aluminum reflector 

sheet in Alzak and other finishes are musts for 

your data book. Easy formability—unshackled 

design. High efficiency — for incandescent, 
fluorescent or radiant applications. All the 

durability that characterizes corrosion-resistant 

Alcoa Aluminum, and the special finishes 

Alcoa has pioneered. Suggest Alzak finish or 

other Alcoa finishes to your reflector manu- ; 
facturer. Consult our nearest sales office, or s 
write ALUMINUM COMPANY OF AMERICA, 1944 

Gulf Building, Pittsburgh 19, Pennsylvania. 

* Registered Trademark : 






















































A GREAT NEW-$10,000,000 EXPANSION PROGRAM 


This forward - looking program embraces the con- 
struction, at Morristown, N. J., of one of the finest 
and best equipped product research laboratories in 
the country. Further, the plan includes the building 
of new plants... the enlarging and’ modernizing 
of facilities at other plants. 


This accelerated ‘program of product research and 


development plus extensive plant expansion and . 


modernization not only will provide for the greater 
output of present Flintkote-quality products... it 
also envisions the development of. improved mieth- 
ods and materials which will serve you.and your 
customers in many new ways... with new and im- 
proved products for. American. homes and industry. 
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THE FLINTKOTE COMPANY, 30 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, NEW YORK 20, N.Y. 


ATLANTA - 
RUTHERFORD - LOS ANGELES - NEW ORLEANS - WACO + WASHINGTON 
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Electrically-Welded 
PERMANENCE 
Wrought Iron 
BEAUTY and DIGNITY 





You get both when you specify - 


ANCHOR-WELD 
IRON FENCE 


Anchor Weld Fences and Gates . . . made in 
many handsome designs . : . provide a beauti- 
ful setting for homes, country estates, 
schools and institutions: And, when you 
specify them, you can be sure they'll main- 
For . . . in Anchor-Weld Iron Fence . . . 
grooved, square pickets and rails of the same * 
size are worked into architecturally correct 
designs . . . then electrically welded under 
pressure in an exclusive Anchor process. 
Pickets cannot loosen. Sections cannot sag. 
There is no need for ugly cross-bracing. 
Anchor also makes a complete line of 
Anchor Chain Link Fence, in heights from 
3% feet to 10 feet. Tough and durable, it 
fence erect and in line, in any soil and in 
any weather. 


Free Specification Manuals 
for Your A. I. A. File 14-K 
No. 111 for Anchor-Weld Iron Fence. No. 


tions of Anchor’ fences and gates. For free 
copies, address: Anchor Post Fence Co., 6635 
Eastern Ave., Baltimore 24, Maryland. 
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an understanding and appreciation of the 
honest and forthright and modern in all 
fields to win the understanding and appre- 
ciation and devotion of modern in building 
design. 


To date, the architectural profession has 
made some start in the direction of “a Good 
Neighbor” policy with other arts and pro- 
fessions which -are striving for new and 
better solutions to their age-old problems. 
Perhaps the public and Miss Ince would do 
well to follow its example. 

Barsara J. BorHEK 
San Francisco, Calif. 


Forum: 


You always maintain that you prefer to 
have the Forum criticised constructively 
rather than to have it praised. And it-is far 
better to take that attitude. Honestly, 
though, are the Baldwin letters, and the 
Helen Ince one, bona fide? If you say so, 
I'll believe you, but really, the latter’s rail. 
ings stretch my belief. To me they consti- 
tute the humor column of the Forum, and 
it might be an idea, along with the introduc- 
tion of Steinberg’s marvelous stuff, to fur- 
ther emphasize humor in architecture. 

The 1946 Forum can’t elicit anything 
from me except praise, disappointing 
though this may ibe to you. Your Building 
Reporter sectio scoop on Borg-Warner 
with its beautiful presentation, the..clever 
binding you're using, Meek’s article, one 
thing after another make a most useful 
amount of material—a huge amount and 
good. Shows an extremely well directed, 
intelligent, hard working staff. 

I spent practically all of Sunday after- 
noon on the February issue looking for con+ 
structive criticism and this is all you get! 

Rosert Benjamin Frantz, Architect 
Saginaw, Mich. 


UN-AMERICAN 
Forum: 


We note with dismay an advertisement 
under G.-I. Jobs in the February Forum 
which specifies the religion of the person 
concerned. We presume that acceptance of 
this was an oversight on the 
part of the editors, and would welcome 
your assurances that there will be no recur- 
rence of such un-American copy. 

Georce Nemeny 
Roy JoHnson 
Joun Van Horne 


Auprey Jupp 
Asranam W. Getter: 
Ricuarp G, Stein 
New York, N.Y. 
A not-t he. P 4 aieniatall sighi E 
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Advertisements in national magazines have already told 
the amazing story of Cotton Insulation to more than 
7,000,000 home owners and prospective boillders this 
year. Cotton Insulation is ready now—ready for you 
to sell now! 

The 38-page booklet “Cotton Insulation” tells why 
home owners by the thousands are specifying this flame- 
proof, lighter, more efficient insulation. Write for your 
copy now. Address National Cotton Council, Box 18, 
Dept. F, Memphis.1, Tennessee. 


NATIONAL COTTON COUNCIL 
COTTON INSULATION ASSOCIATION ) 

















A “find” for the ARCHITECT! This comprehensive 
Color Guide (pages 9” x 15’) displays 150 beautiful 
colors ranging from pastels to deep shades, Formulas 
are given on the reverse of each color sheet to show 


how the shade can be quickly made. Price, $5.00 . 
delivered anywhere in the U. S. A. Write for your copy. 


MONROE, LEDERER & TAUSSIO, INC. 
ee PHILA. 23, PA. 





OIL PAINT 
THE TRULY WASHABLE FLAT PAINT 








When Douglas. fir stock 
doors are again readily avail- 
able for general needs, you 
can be assured that they will 
be the finest doors which can 


made of all-heartwood Doug- 
las fir — will feature: 


PRE-FITTING 


Douglas fir doors will be avail- 
pre-fit to exact book size 


ib' mo i 


E 


_/PRE-SEALING 



























Housing will be available. 


So that doors for the housing program 
can be shipped when needed, there may 
be further delays in filling orders for non- 
housing uses or for housing that does not 
come under the Reconversion Housing Pro- 
gram. Under these circumstances whole- 
salers, distributors and dealers will be de- 
layed in building up inventories to pre-war 
levels. This may mean that for some months 
difficulty may be encountered in buying 
the exact design or type of door that you 
may want. 


However, as production of Douglas fir 
Doors moves to pre-war levels, and higher, 
it should be ample to meet the huge de- 
mand for these fine, precision-made doors. 


= 


Tacoma 2, Wash. 














The National Association of Fir Door Manufacturers 
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e@ The modern, 100-bed hospital at Sylacauga, Ale., was designed in archi- 
tectural concrete by Charles H. McCauley, A.I.A. of Birmingham. General 
contractor was Algernon Blair of Montgomery. 


@ The main entrance of the Sylacauga Hospital is in an angle of the T-shaped 
building. 


@ Solariums in the Sylacauga Hospital insure sunshine practically all day. 
Cantilevered canopies provide shade for southern exposure rooms. 


ARCHITECTURAL 


CONCRETE 


FOR HOSPITAL BUILDINGS OFFERS 
FINE APPEARANCE...ECONOMY...FIRESAFETY 


RCHITECTURAL concrete fulfills every 
important construction requirement 
for modern hospitals, including sanitary 
cleanliness, firesafety, attractive appear- 
ance and economy. The rugged strength and 
durability of concrete structures keeps 
maintenance cost at a minimum, giving 
many years of service at consistently low 
annual cost. 


PORTLAND 
CEMENT ASSOCIATION 


Dept. 5-7, 33 West Grand Avenue, Chicago 10, Illinois 


A national organization to improve and extend the uses of concrete... 
through scientific research and engineering fleld work 








ONE ONE 

























HE design, manufacture, and erection of a modern 

library bookstack require the attention of experts. Snead 
& Company has the facilities to undertake under a single 
contract, the entire responsibility for. the design, manufac- 
ture, and erection of the entire bookstack and various ac- 
cessories. This single responsibility assures proper coordina- 
tion of all phases of the work, producing more ecnomical, 
more efficient results than is gies whete the 
responsibility is divided. 


By consulting Snead & Company’ duit: ihe earliest 
plan stage the architect and librarian may save con- - 
siderable time and expense. Snead library engineers 
will gladly assist in the preparation of om and 
specifications without cost ‘or ob- 
ligation. Your letter or wire will 
place our designing and manufac- 
turing resources at your disposal 


without delay. 





SNEAD & Company - + + + » ROUNDED 1849 


Since 1849, the Sneed 
symbol of testing Designers, manufacturers and erectors of library bookstacks and steel partitions 


beauty, quality and 
progress metal con- 


Sales Office: 94 Pine Street, JERSEY CITY 4, NEW JERSEY Main Office and Plant: ORANGE, VIRGINIA 
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Ventilation is going mass 


market.* Se It's active 


all year ‘round — Janvary 
as well as June. Gay 
Victron provides a com- 
plete line — models for all 
3 sectors of this big mar- 
ket—the builder \, the 
owner as a sensa- 
tional new a adel for win- 
dew installation. ZS, 
Send your inquiry today. 
The answer will give you 
a fresh approach to 
complete user satisfaction 
[@: big dealer profits 


RGF) and added prestige 
for architects. 


*ask your architect 
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TOMORROW'S CLIENTS 


With a kind of paternal pride in the enthu- 
siastic public response to Tomorrow's 
House, co-authored by managing editor 
Henry Wright and consultant George 
Nelson, the Forum prints this sampling of 
the more than 3,000 letters which have al- 
ready come to the authors. The letters 
should make cheering reading for progres- 
sive architects, If they are a fair index of 
the current house market, they mean that 
architects will have well-informed and 
enthusiastic clients to work with. Most 
of all, they add up to an impressive fact: 
what a large and articulate sector of the 
public wants seems to be not what the 
housebuilding industry has been giving 
them for the last 20 years—but what con- 
temporary architects are now prepared to 


_ offer. 


Sirs: 
Like untold thousands of other homeless, 
displaced veterans your book Tomorrow’s 


canas fn 
ane BATH ex? 











foot over 
Livine Reem 


proce oceee 





Do you know of a manufacturer selling 
prefabricated units like the one Keck, Chi- 
cago, designed for Green’s Ready Built 
Homes, $6,500-$8,000 range? Or just what 
would you suggest? 
Lr. Cot. Howarp J. Morris, Jr. 
Montgomery, Ala. 


Sirs: . 

Tomorrow's House and its stand on the 
principle that good interior design in a 
large measure produces a pleasing and in- 
dividual exterior, prompts a note of thanks 
for your inspiration. All women who be- 


lieve that the tiniest nook of storage space. 


has a share in their families’ success or fail- 
ure will hope that your influence may be 
far-reaching. 

On page 204 you say that “no layman caf 
possibly visualize, etc.” Please be kind 
enough to look over the attached sketches. 
(See cut). I have made them for a hillside 
lot in California with our own family of 
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House is come to bring hope where there 
was despair. A man who could design a 
storage wall to bring peace, security and 
order into the home must surely have a mis- 
sion on this earth. 

Our Montgomery is known as the Cradle 
of the Confederacy. It has gently rocked 
its 100,000 inhabitants in a century-old 
sleep. Those of us displaced in the service 
of our country for the past five years find 
ourselves returned to a contemporary world 


-with very contemporary needs, namely a 


roof overhead. 


Can we help it if reading your book unfits 
us for local architecture? 


four in mind. Since I am a layman of the 
lowest order; housewife, I hope for your 
encouragement and have many more diaw- 
ings to send you if you show the’ slightest 
spark of interest. 


Dorotny Rourr 
Glendora, Calif. 


Sirs: 


My wife and I have just completed your 
thought-provoking book. We were very 
pleased with the technical details as to 
materials, lighting, and space brought forth 
(Continued on page 60) 
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ETHOCE SHEETING 


PLASTICS 





IDERN developments in steam generation 
and distsibution have greatly expanded the 
Heating, this service more 


The Modern steam plant is a marvel of technological 
Automatic controls 


and other devices 
pany een fuel feeding and consumption extract 
eer Ea. = abe = sae Poesy yea Smoke 
ipment helps efficiency 
air a Saduned deck china tishe ic auuibto 
to high stacks. Architectural design makes 
plant an attractive addition to any community. 
Modern systems of steam distribution now pipe steam 


longer distances with lower heat losses than ever 
before. Our job at Ric-wil is the manufacture of such 


Ric-wiL bas prepared a series of project studies showing practical 
industrial buildings, large and small housing projects, com- 


Central Heating to 





Cee ee ee anne branes ae sam 
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pao up a vast new pry? id of eetccston tee 
Heating. 


A combination of built-in features is responsible for 
reinforced construc- 


son piaun_peomeanlope-tieione 
tion Pressure-tight conduit, assuring highest 
thermal efficiency by completely dry insu- 


lation. Conduit is permanently Protected against 
ground conditions by double coating of high melting 
point asphalt, reinforced with asbestos felt. 


The Ric-wiL system of unit prefabrication eliminates 
costly field work and saves valuable installation time. 


mercial groups, airports, and entire communities. These are available on request. 
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TURDY . . . utilitarian . . . Johns- 
Manville Corrugated Transite 
meets today’s demand for simplified 
In the building above, the unusual 
architectural effect was achieved by 
applying the sheets horizontally in- 
stead of vertically. 

Low in cost and adaptable to most 
types of modern building, Corru- 
gated Transite offers a way to save 
money both on construction and 
maintenance. It’s made of asbestos 





EASY TO BOLT TO STEEL 





Attractive, waletonesce-treo walls end reels... Jew 
in cost... can't rot... can't rust... can't bum 





and cement, two practically inde- 
structible materials. The large fire- 
proof sheets—with their unusual 
strength increased by corrugations 
—permit a minimum of framing. 
Quickly installed, they require little 
or no upkeep. 

When need for alteration arises, 
the sheets are practically 100% sal- 
vageable. 

For more facts, send for brochure. 
Johns-Manville, Dept. AF-5 P. O. 
Box 290, New York 16, N. Y. 


EASY TO SAW BASY 30.onat 


































FOR MODERN, 
DEPENDABLE 
INSULATION 


Al necican home builders have never been more modern- 
minded. To satisfy this progressive state of mind, more 
and more architects ahd builders are specifying Lo-“K” 
Cotton Insulation as the undisputed leader in modern 
insulation benefits. _ 





. 4 
Lo-“K” not only provides 4% to 36% greater insulationt 
efficiency, by actual test, but has the added advantage of 
being the lightest weight insulation on the market. Thus 
Lo-“K” is easier to_handle—quicker and more economical 
to install. Moreover, it guarantees extra long life through 
its resistance to fire, moisture, rot and vermin. 


Rely on Lo-“K” to provide the utmost in modern, scien- 
tific up-to-date insulation plus y—for h 
churches, schools, office and industrial buildings, hospitals 
and other public institutions. 





Mail YOUR coupon TODAY 
Sor full particulars. 


(ak) Hameproofed 
COTTON INSULATION 


LOCKPORT COTTON BATTING CO. 
Established 1870 LOCKPORT, NEW YORK 








“LOCKPORT COTTON BATTING COMPANY 
Dept. AF-S, Lockport, New York 


Gentlemen: Send me the facts about Lo-“K” Cottorf Insulation for 
better building. 

0 AR O DEALER 
0 CONTRACTOR OR BUILDER 
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in Tomorrow’s House, but were most 
impressed by the philosophy of living which 
you set forth. It was a good job, well done, 
for which we want to express our appre- 
ciation. . . . 


Wiruiam Burke 
Tempe, Ariz. 


Sirs: 

I think your book Tomorrow’s House is 
swell. My wife does too. I bought it as a 
Christmas present to myself, read it 


shall probably call upon someone like Ernst 
Payer of our city, to help me. 


Ben Witcox 
Bedford, Ohio 
Sirs: 
It is my fervent hope that your book 
Tomorrow's House will have an over- 
- whelmingly tremendous sale: to spread 
your gospel on houses and to give some 


reward (financial?) in return for 
work and for your warm humanity 
denced in your writing. Have just finished 
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greedily, and as soon.as I can get it back 
from my friends, I intend to read it again, 
more slowly. I cannot imagine a more com- 
prehensive, lucid and beautifully written 
synthesis of all the good ideas that have 
been developed in house planning. 

I observe that you carefully avoid show- 
ing any plans, but having expounded the- 
ory, leave the reader (or his architect) to 
make his own composition. I have been 
trying my hand at a plan, and I am sending 
you a copy of it (as of the present moment), 
with the pious hope that it may be of some 
interest to you (see cut). I am not an archi- 
tect, and have had no architectural train- 
ing; I thought you might like to see the 
effect of your book on an ordinary guy who 
likes houses. 

My plan is not very original, of course. 
It looks something like Keck’s prefabricated 
house, but with improved bathroom facilities 
(per your suggestion in the Forum, 
I believe), and expanded living space. 
The position of the laundry is my wife's 
idea—I cannot recall at the moment 
whether you had a similar suggestion in 
your book—and a very good one, The 
laundry certainly ought to be located as 
near as possible to the source of the wash- 
ing, to facilitate collection and distribution. 
The laundry arrangement in the conven- 
tional house just about doubles what is al- 
ready the heaviest part.of a woman’s work 
week. 

- . « I might add that I am not looking 
for free architectural advice. My present 
plan is purely a theoretical exercise. If 
ever I approach the point of realizing it, I 








reading the book, and my regret is that I 
didn’t have the book or the ideas before 
ago—one of the grandest views in the U. S., 
the great expanse and height of the Blue 
Ridge, thirty to forty miles away. I won- 
der whether it would be feasible to install 
a glass wall in a house that has the cus- 
tomary 2 x 4 studs and framework. . . . 

Rosert L. MoreHouse 
Oakwoods, N. C. S 


Sirs: “+ 

As loud-mouthed praise-singers of your 
masterwork, Tomorrow's House, (we have 
personally purchased six copies to date, 
scattering them in the places where they'll 
do the most good; have forced the local 
book store to stock and display it in 
large quantities, have hounded the library 
into purchasing it and shamed an influential 


‘real estate company into distributing it 


hither and yon among their land purchas- 


‘ers), we feel that we can bring our little 


problem home to roost on the upper floors 
of the Time & Life Building. Hah! You 
didn’t know the power of the prose you 
were slinging around! 

You put into lovely, authentic, authorita- 
tive words the very things we've been 
screaming about all these years! There it 
is—page after page of our own glorious 
thoughts, all the way from the livable 
kitchen to the built-in wood bin, from the 
sitting bedroom with room for the type- 
writer far from the madding family to the 
airy john, from ceiling-track drapes to 
rooms which forget to differentiate between 
outdoors and in. It’s there—every blessed, 

(Continued on page 64) 











ELON SCREENS, tinted scientif- 
ically, blend with the doors and 
windows of the home. They fit so 
well into the general interior and 
exterior scheme, they virtually dis- 
appear through color harmony. 
* . Gone are ugly “screen bleed” 
stains down the front of the house. 
Velon screens can’t corrode, can’t 
rust. They've proved it in steaming 
tropic jungles, exposed to sun,rain, 
salt spray through long war years. 
They've proved it, too, in twenty 
thousand home installations made 
before the war. And test after test 
has shown Velon screening resists 


o \* 


tinted screening b 





up to six times more impact, with- 
out denting or bulging. No won- 
der—Velon filament has .a tensile 
strength of fifty thousand pounds 
per square inch. Yet Velon is actu- 
ally one-fifth the weight of metal 
screencloth of the same gauge and 
correspondingly more manageable. 

Screencloth made of Firestone’s 
amazing material of a hundred 
forms and uses will be available in 
standard widths and gauges. Plan 
on Velon screening — specify it, 
watch for it. Look for the distinc- 
tive orange and blue selvage. Write 
Firestone, Akron, for full details. 








Listen te the Voice of Firestone 
Monday Evenings Over NBC 


Firestone 











in industrial Coe Concentrate on >To aon so yon 
At the present time these building products are not im- bility, and Lage ond seeming, expleceing engineering and deli 
mediately available. However, our production plans are orerigk, Re, Maas 


ere you or your job may be. 


FERROBORD 
STEEL DECK 


DOUBLEMESH CURB BARS 
HERRINGBONE LATH 


wh WY A plaster saving lath, 
for a perfect 

mechanical bond. 

Sheets are unusually 

rigid, wider 


allowing 
spacing of supports. 
A complete line of 
corner beads and other 
accessories will also 
available. 


concrete. Plate and protects 
the corner without splitting concrete into 
two portions. 


CONCRETE BARS INSERTS 


A smi ted econ of ih grade ec wih Truscom Slotted Taserts are WELDED STEEL RABRIC 


attached to the 
@ series of b onal ribs, so forme ad, ar complsey imbedded im the “Trescpa Wedded Stas} Babtic to made in 
Geligneh tor Settite the dnote boad- oa 


onan vos yeas Trae 
location, allowing wide variation in position. joint pr teed 
the enclosing concrete. Used in ceilings, slabs, beams or columns. _ tures, sand hig . Th toe: perankponce. 
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FLOODLIGHT 
TOWERS 





MECHANICAL OPERATORS * 


Lever Arm or Rack 


and Pinion Types. 


for operating long 
runs of Pivoted er 
Projected Windows. 


PIPE LINE 
SUPPORTS 


PIVOTED 
WINDOWS 





buildings. Easy to 

open and close. 

Come in a wide 
tange of sizes, 





SWING AND SLIDE DOORS 


for ase,la basement rene sauna 
for use in base: Bend 
sovess, fire exis aad of ailas 

warehouses, 

They are made for usage. 


CRANE DOORS 


‘BANK VAULT REINFORCING 


OVER DOOR 
Designed for rapid oper- 


ition, they are effective 
b to infiltration 











KINNEAR 
Rolling Doors 


Time-tested KINNEAR Rolling 
Doors offer positive ““open-and-shut” 
proof of resilient strength, long life, 
and efficient operation in installa- 
tions of any type and size. Witness 
the smooth, quick, spring-counter- 
Balanced, coiling upward action of the 
interlocking-slat steel curtain! It rolls 
into a small area above the lintel, 
clear of plant traffic. Permits full use 
of all adjoining space. Resists 
weather, wear, and fire. Always ready 
for instant use. Motor operation and 

button remote control are avail- 
able for extra advantages of con- 
venience and economy to KINNEAR 
Rolling Doors. For complete facts in 
this case, write today! 


THE KINNEAR MFG. CO. 
INNEAR 


LOLLING DOORS | 


Factories: 1540-60 Fields Ave., Columbus 16, Ohio 
1742 Yosemite Ave., San Francisco 24, California 
Offices and Agents in Principal Cities 
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lively, sensible, beautiful idea for living, 
every innovation which turns a shelter-over- 
the-head into a living accoutrement so per- 
fect it may even keep the bobby-soxers out 
of juke joints! 

But you have failed us in one respect: 
how in hell do people like us who live in 
Bellingham, where they sell Bag-Balm on 
the main street and where the chicken 


‘houses far surpass the homes in liveability, 


acquire such houses? . . . 

In addition to the revered farmhouse, 
or don’t-you-dare-knock-on-the-door-vicious- 
dog style, we have the “swank modern” 
sections, two in number. Edgemoor, as ab- 
surdly pretentious as the name, features the 
harsher aspects of Colonial in all versions 
from the eaveless Cape.Cod, or GI haircut 
house, to the manse of large proportions 
and severe, unfriendly demeanor: The sec- 
ond better-class-citizen area suffers from an 
architectural rash of such sinister portent 
that the “prettiest” house, ‘in the minds of 
the citizens, is this: (I draw it looking out 


RY 


my window—I'm not making this up to 
touch your sympathies.) .. . 

Bellingham, Wash. Dotty ConneELty 
Sirs: 

. . . The wife and I have done the slave 
business of grinding all our lives, have 
raised a family of four children who are 
married and are now on their-own. I am 
going to be out of a job on a very moderate 
pension soon. We want to build a home for 
ourselves, and to care some for folks com- 
ing and going, including grandchildren now 
numbering six. 

.. - We want neither basement nor attic. 
We want walls and built in furniture as you 
suggest, a flat roof, windows table height 
to ceiling, with appropriate lighting, and 
the privilege- of having meals any place 
except in the kitchen, bathroom and bed- 
room. We favor the floor heating but are 
concerned about warmth for just morning 
and evening chill. 

. - « The architect problem has us ‘wor- 
ried for it takes some creative head work, 
and for a moderate priced home, say not 
over $7,000, it is not very remunerativé, and 
we wonder if such type of service is likely to 
be available. . . . 


Chicago, 1. 


Ernest B. CoLtette 



































Color Ss 
Dynamics 


ees Pittsburgh's’ palating system 
which uses color to promote health, 
comfort and safety—stimulate ener- 
gy—increase efficiency—at the same 
time that it enhances appearance! 
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Now ... Get the Benefits of the ENERGY IN COLOR! 





. . 
“? 
Paint RIGHT with COLOR DYNAMICS 
Paint BEST with PITTSBURGH PAINTS! 
@ The benefits of COLOR DYNAMICS are 


burgh’s long-lasting quality — > a a 
PITTSBURGH PAINT for every need 


WALLHIDE—in three types: PBX—extra durable 


3 FLAT — velvet-like for offices, 
libraries and dining rooms. These paints are 
enriched with “Vitolized O Oils” for live-paint 
protection. 


WATERSPAR ENAMEL — for woodwork, furniture, 
metal trim. Gives a china-like gloss which 
resists marring and abrasion. 


FLORWIDE—for floor surfaces. Quick-drying, 
tough finish which can be ibbed fi 
solutions, 





TUDENTS of human behavior have 
established beyond dispute the fact 
that color has a marked influence upon 
the ph: mental and nervous sys- 
tems of people of all ages. Tests have 
shown that some colors aan, 
others are restful, still others 
—even cause irritation and discomfort! 
@ Pittsburgh “uses the principles of 
this energy in color as the basis of 
COLOR DYNAMICS. 
® A this method of goleuiog it is 
possible to utilize color functional 
as well as decorative purposes. 
@ There is no longer any reason 
for the drab, depressing mono- 


hotels, resta 

With COLOR T DYNAMICS you 
can specify color arra: ts 

pow combinations that will retard 





eye fatigue, help people to relax and 


@ Rooms can be made to seem more 
spacious or intimate, longer or wider, 
higher or lower. Halls and stairways 
can be made brighter and safer. Even 
the visual height of exteriors can be 
made more attractive and inviting. 
@ What can be done by choosing 
colors with the head as well as with 


olor Dynamics 
for Office Buildings, Hotels 
and Restaurants.” Write for 
your FREE copy. Pittsburgh 
Plate Glass Company, Paint 
Division, AF-5, Pittsburgh 22, 
Pennsylvania. 





with soap 





PitTSBURGH PAINTS 


PITTSBURGH PLATE GLASS COMPANY, PITTSBURGH, PA. 
PITTSBURGH STANDS FOR QUALITY PAINT AND GLASS 


































a rt et eee 
cold water circulating lines, boiler feed lines, steam 
return lines, condensate lines, high and low pressure 
air piping systems, industrial gas piping, and many 
other types of installations where brass pipe or Type B 
copper tube is used. 

Silbraz joints are threadless, leakproof, corrosion re- 
sistant, and vibration proof. They are silver brazed— 
not soft soldered—joints, and when properly installed, 
actually make the line a “one-piece” pipe line. They 
practically eliminate maintenance and repairs. 

Walworth Company, manufacturers of valves and 
pipe fittings since 1842, offers a line of Walseal valves, 
fittings, and flanges for making Silbraz joints—the mod- 
ern method of joining brass pipe or Type B copper tube. 
Some of the large commercial buildings in which Wal- 
seal valves, fittings, and flanges have been installed are 
pictured here. 


tion, Research 


marville, Pa. 






For further information regarding Walseal valves, 


Bell Telephone Labora- fittings, and flanges for making Silbraz joints, write for 
tories, Murray Hill, N. J. Circular 84. é 


*Patented—Reg. U. S. Patent Office. 


MAKE IT A “ONE-PIECE PIPE LINE” WITH WALSEAL 


WALWORTH 


valves and fittings 
60 EAST 42nd STREET, NEW YORK 17, N. Y. 





DISTRIBUTORS InN PRINCIPAL CENTERS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 











| h Better Home Plans, verywhere 
“BENDIX asonatic Home Appliances! 


And thousands of new home owners will be satisfied with 
nothing less. 

Modern housewives are keenly alive to 
beauty, utility and convenience. They 


BENDIX-~Home Laundry 


GENDIX HOME APPLIANCES, INC, SOUTH BEND, INDIANA - ~ ORES AR SORTOCDORG 09 SS EROS, EE 








WHY PROMINENT BUILDERS USE YOUNGSTOWN KITCHENS 





One of the dozens of Braun-built homes in 
Oak Park. The well arranged Youngstown 
Kitchen is shown at the left. 


MARTIN H. BRAUN, well-known architect 

and builder in one of Chicago’s most attrac- 

tive suburbs, Oak Park. Every Braun home 

built before the war had a Youngstown 
itchen. 








HAVE used Youngstown equipment exclusively Your own homes will have greater appeal for buyers, 
in all our homes,” Mr. Braun writes. “The sim- and cost’ you less to build, if you install Youngstown 
plicity of installation has saved us many hours of Kitchens. All the facts are ready for you, in an inter- 
labor, and the attractive finished kitchen substantially esting booklet, “The Builder’s Kitchen.” Your request 
helps our sales. will bring a copy. 


“With equipment such as this, private enterprisecan MULLINS MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 
handle the tremendous job of supplying much needed 


housing, aid tealine the chief alm of the National weer Bale 
Association of Home Builders—providing better homes Porcelain Enameled Products—Large Pressed Metal Parts 
wherever they are needed, at lower cost.” Design Engineering Service 


3 | 
BY MULLINS 
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IMPROVES BEAUTY—Now plywood gets a benuty 
treatment that’s functional, too. Kimpreg*, fused to ply- 
wood, creates a beautiful plastic finish. Kimpreg can retain 
, or cover natural grain, has fused-in color but may be painted 
like wood. It will not stain or fade and is easily washable. 






@eeeeeeese “SSSSORESSOFROCSCECSeESCSEOCSLESSESSEETESESESEES seeeee 


INCREASES DURABILITY—Kimpreg plastic armor, 
multiplies the service years of plywood. It defies weather, 
water, fungus, termites and rot. And it increases abrasion 
resistance. A bus floor of Kimpreg showed little sign of 
wear after 76,000 foot passages over it. 
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NEW KIMPREG OPPORTUNITY BOOK-sce 
what new and profitable possibilities Kimpreg offers in 
your business. Get the colorful, illustrated new Kimpreg 
book . . . full of information, specifications, applications. 
Mail the coupon for your free copy today. 


Kimberly-Clark Corp., Neenah, Wis, "77" "* I" (oe Minne et oe eae 
AF-S46, 





é ‘* A PRODUCT OF 
im ee 4 
ra Clark ea Ip LRT TS BS Sa BE 8S 
: REG. U.S. PAT. OFF, RESEARCH i ewe | Se ee Se 
“Rave WARK PLASTIC SURFACING Cpdiachonnahepeneny Zone .....- es ee 














PLASTERED WALLS 
AND CEILINGS 


There are no finer finishing limes than the original Ohio White 
Finish and its famous twin, Hawk-Spread. Both are scientifically 
processed from rock quarried from the heart of the world’s purest 
deposit of dolomitic limestone . . . Both are always fresh, work: 
cool, spread far. 


e Foryour protection both brands are always 
packed marked with distinctive Red Zig Zag 
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Dear Reader:. 


As everyone knows, Frank Wright's 


Arizona camp snugs to the base of a 
mountain a dozén miles ffom Phoenix. 
It is about as easy to describe the camp 
in words as to show it in pictures (which 
the Forum will. presently do). Frank 
adds a fourth dimension to his work 
which defies language and lens. After 
seeing many of his buildings, it becomes 
clear that more than any other architect 
of. his or- earlier times, Wright works 
with nature. In form, construction, ma- 
terials, color, space and plan Taliesin 
West belongs to the desert as inevitably 
as a sentinel cactus. The drafting room 
has never been busier and the buildings 
emerging on paper continue to show the 
hand of the master innovator. As one 
architect visitor to the camp put it, “I 
know I am inspired, but I’m also a little 
discouraged. I’m going back home, tear 
up a lot of stuff and start all over again.” 


* * 


Flying from the East to the West 
Coast, one is impressed with how much 
better a job nature does than man. 
Looking down over ‘mountains, valleys 
and desert wherever. natural beauty has 





been left untouched, each scene is in 


* itself majestic.’ Then a little town or a 


city comes into view and with it, invaria- 
bly, ugliness. Night falls and man’s 
efforts are supplanted by necklaces of 
light suggesting once again that the way 
to see most of our buildings best is after 
dark. Unhappily, even this proves wish- 
ful as the plane lands and the tourist is 
treated to an eyeful of fluorescent from- 
age. It would seem that in an age when 
we know how to do it well, and given 
the clean start which our cities and our 
aviation industry had, the public might 
have earned a better break. Once again 
we have muffed a chance, and if some- 
thing is not done immediately to change 
the trend, our aviation terminals will 








continue the hopeless tradition which 
has for so long marked the railroads 
and bus terminals. If there is a more 
incongruous sight than a magnificent 
Constellation on a concrete apron with 
the typical airport building as a back- 
drop, it has escaped our notice, Archi- 
tects, government officials, politicians 
and all transportation men are invited 
to reread the article in the January 
Forum. A glint in the eye is indicated. 
* * 


Phoenix may not be typical, but it is far 
from the exception to prove the rule. 
Not only are veterans coming home in 
droves but three or four times as many 
more veterans who have been living in 
less favored areas are pouring into 
Arizona. The four thousand houses now 
abuilding here won’t commence to meet 
the d d. With what less area 
than Texas, Arizonians are commencing 
to ask, “Where will we put the people?” 
And this is not explained by counting 
the asthmatic, the athritic and the sinus 
sufferers. Sunshine, a dry climate and 
real outdoor living seem to magnetize 
the city clerk and the farm boy. And, 
of course, what is happening in Arizona 
is only a patch on the situation on the 
Pacific coast. 

That spirit hovering over the East and 
smiling a little grimly appears to have, 
embroidered on the handkerchief pocket 
of his smock, a large H. G.* 

Maybe it’s time for the boys back 
East to start planting trees and grass 
and opening up our cities. 





* * 

That man in the Washington hotel 
elevator, rumored to have been Mr. 
Wyatt, was heard to say, “Be it ever so 
humble, there’s no place. . .” 

H. M. 


* Apparently H. M. is referring to the 
famous founder of The New York Tribune. 








FORUM’S FREE PLACEMENT SERVICE FOR 
DISCHARGED VETERANS see pages 174, 176 
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S WITH conditioned air becoming a “must” in new con- 
struction, you'll be helping your clients to greater year 
few comfort and convenience, when you specify “Stream- 
aire” Air Conditioning Equipment by Young. A constant, 
ais flow of evenly distributed clean air. . . healthfully fresh 
. - cooled in summer, heated in winter . . . can be at the 
owner's finger-tips. And, if special needs dictate extraordinary 
; control of temperature or humidity, “Streamaire” Air Con- 
ditioning Units, automatically regulated, bring the answer. 
Running the gamut . . . from warm and humid, to cool and 
dry . . . Young -delivers “weather” to order. Be prepared 
to specify the latest developments . . . write today for full 
information regarding “Streamaire” Air Conditioning Units. 











HEAT TRANSFER PRODUCTS 
OIL COOLERS * GAS, GASOLINE, DIESEL ENGINE COOLING RADIATORS © HEAT EXCHANGERS 
INTERCOOLERS * EVAPORATIVE COOLERS ENGINE JACKET WATER -COOLERS 
GAS COOLERS ¢ UNIT HEATERS ex CONVECTORS + CONDENSERS + AIR 
CONDITIONING UNITS * EVAPORATORS HEATING COILS +* COOLING COIS 
AND A COMPLETE LINE OF AIRCRAFT HEAT TRANSFER EQUIPMENT 


GEE YOUNG RADIATOR CO., Dept. (56-E, RACINE, WIS., U.S.A. Lieaeatememmesiadll 


Sales and Engineering Offices in all Principal Cities 















THE L Y is the popular Cosmette with concealed 
front overflow, anti-splash rim, chrome finish accessories 
and ient shelf. Available also in wall-hung style. 
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“oI” model 


Sponsered 


KR. DAVIDSON 






Planned to satisfy high standards of convenience and comfort without 
exceeding the limits of “GI” budgets, this house is designed with two 
efficient bathrooms. The Case plumbing fixtures were selected by the 
architect to meet both requirements in full. Their design, vitreous china 
construction and mechanical excellence assure lifetime satisfaction 
and freedom from costly maintenance. Case plumbing fixtures are 
distributed nationally —see your Classified Telephone Directory or 
write W. A. Case & Son Mfg. Co., Buffalo 3, N. Y. Founded 1853. 


THE WATER CLOSET is the 2-piece combination DeLuxe model, 
* ith modern styling and a silencing device that assures quietness 
under all pressures. Free-standing tank does not deface the wall. 














Lb qeccccee WITH 16 MM. SOUND FILMS +++ecce 


j 








The re-creation of reality in motion, sound and color 
F . exposes the outside world to the growing mind. Auto- 
-,.matically the habit of seeking, exploring, probing for 
more facts is instilled—and learning processes are stimu- 
lated. That is another reason why increasingly, 16mm. 
_ sound films are becoming a necessary teaching aid in the 
f modern school. Plans for new or remodeled schools 
_ should make provision for the latest audi6-visual aids. In 
the task of bringing the world to the classroom: the new 
: Ampro 16 mm. sound projectors offer many advantages. 
For full details write for name of nearest Ampro spe- 
cially trained educational representative. 


AMPROSOUND “PREMIER 10” PROJECTOR 
A 16 mm. sound-on-film projector 


Simplified Threading System, 

ized Controls, Triple Claw Movement, 
Set-up, Quiet Operation—and many 
other exclusive advantages. Write 
today for folder giving specifications, 
prices and full details. 


AMPRO CORPORATION * CHICAGO 18 
A General Precision Equipment Corporation Subsidiary 
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—throughout any school 


Now any school or institution, no matter how large 
or small, may have flexible, accurate control of pro- 
gram signals and classroom timing. 

IBM’s newly-developed Self-Regulating Electric 
Time Control Equipment assures one time through- 
out. All secondary clocks in an IBM system are 
automatically checked and, if necessary, corrected 
hourly through IBM’s Master Time Control, a 
timing device of split-second accuracy. 

Complex schedules of signals operate automat- 
ically in agreement with the indicating clocks or 
recorders. Program schedule changes may be 


IBM 














handled easily and quickly without expense. 

Operated in conjunction with the time system are 
IBM Time Recording devices of many types, such 
as Attendance Time Recorders; Time Stamps for 
recording receipt and dispatch time of correspond- 
ence; Door Recorders; Watchman’s Clocks. 

IBM representatives are available to work with 
owners, architects, engineers and contractors in 
helping to make each and every building a per- 
manent asset. Ask for IBM’s complete and fully 
responsible advisory service. It is yours without 
cost or obligation. 


TIME RECORDERS AND ELECTRIC TIME SYSTEMS 
Electric Punched Card Accounting Machines —Electromatic Typewriters 


laternational Business Machines Corporation, World Headquarters Building, 590 Madison Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. 
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: Increased occupancy ee 
. Fewer elevators... 
‘Better service 





Wells Building, Milwaukee, W iac. 


The experience of the Wells Building typifies the in- , ' 

creased operating efficiency and the reduced operating 

costs made possible by Otis elevator modernization. 
Formerly, this building, with an occupancy rate of 85%, 

was served by 6 hydraulic-plunger elevators. These were 

replaced with 4 modern, high speed gearless Otis elevators 

with Peak Period Control. Although the building is now 

100% occupied, tenants are receiving better service even 

in peak periods. With 4 elevators doing the work of 6, the 

building has made substantial savings in operating costs. 





A View of lobby showing elevator entrances and dis- 
patching panel which indicates position and direction 
of travel of cars and location of waiting passengers. 


VW Penthouse machine room after Otis modernization. 


A survey, plan and estimate covering your specific mod- 
ernization needs incurs neither cost nor obligation. For the 


finest in vertical transportation tomorrow, call the nearest 
Otis Office today. _* 


aeoeeoeqea@aeeaee«eeeé 
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NO CHANGING... 
NO STORING a wiTH 


RUSCO acc Self-Storing 
Combination Screen 2 Storm Sash 





@ Only Rusco can give your clients the finger-tip 
convenience of screen and, storm sash in one ent, 
self-storing unit! Self-storing means exactly what it says. 
* In winter, Rusco storm sash in lower position completely 
insulates the window. In summer, the storm sash slides up 
into storage position, allowing full, direct ventilation 
through the permanent, Rustproof screen. All inserts can 
be removed from inside for easy cleaning, but old 
ioned changing and storage is completely eliminated. 


Now check these other RUSCO advantages! 

© Patented adjustable closure frame assures tight, per- 
manent seal against air leakage—fits Rusco to any 
existing wind without al: i 

© Cuts winter fuel bills up to 35%, controls condensation. 

© Gives year "round draft-free, storm-proof ventilation 
with finger-tip adjustment. 

@ Elimi repair, painting, shrinkage. 

@ Safe, easy operation from inside. 

@ Increases efficiency of air conditioning systems 


© Eliminates sill decay with- patented invisible seep 
le drainage. 








Self-Storage makes Rusco ideal for large buildings as well 
as private homes. You can specify Rusco for‘old buildings 
or new. For specifications see Sweet’s 18a-12, or write for 
free book and name of nearest distributor. The F. C. 
Russell Co., 1836-AF Euclid Ave., Cleveland 15, Ohio. 
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Berla and Abel, Washington partnership 
whose latest design is a “chinchilla ranch” 
(p. 94) is a smooth-meshing office team 
which disagrees after work. Mr. Berla is 
a healthy, wholesome man who plants 
little things in his garden, goes to bed 
early and is undoubtedly cheerful before 
breakfast. From our prejudiced perch on 
a Third Avenue bar stool, we incline ever 
so slightly to the latter partner. Mr. Abel 
is rarely seen without a cigarette drooping 
from the corner of his mouth, is apt to look a bit drawn in the mornings and 
has but one ambition: to get out of mowing the lawn. 





Rene d’Harnoncourt, whose exhibition Art of the 
South Seas is currently on display at the 
Museum of Modern Art (p. 97), has not al- 
ways had his present propensity for the primi- 
tive. Ever since 1925, when he left Vienna for 
Mexico, he has been preoccupied with folk 
art, a pursuit which led him to become an 
illustrator (The Painted Pig, a children’s 
book), an educator (art history at Sarah 
Lawrence), and a bureaucrat (Arts and Crafts 
Board, U. S. Dept. of Interior). With such 
an artistic career behind him, it comes as 
something of a shock to discover that 
d’Harnoncourt started out to be a chemist and 
that his first published work was a snappy 
little treatise called: Creosote Content of the 
Soft Coal of Southern Yugoslavia. 





When Simon Breines designed the National 
Maritime Union Headquarters (p. 122), his 
acoustical calculations ran afoul of factor X— 
bull-voiced Joseph H. Curran, union president. 
The labor boss’s barn-like office was trans- 
posed via acoustical treatment into a tranquil 
room where secretaries padded about and 
noises were absorbed almost before being 
made. Asked how he liked his new quarters, 
Curran replied that he didn’t, adding wistfully, like a small boy whose sling- 
shot has been taken away: “You see, nobody hears me bellow any more!” 
Jules Korchein, like Bréines, has de- 
signed a number .of union head- 
quarters (p. 125), a practice which 
neatly d ils his tion {archi- 
tecture) with his avocation (union 
activity). Am ardent worker in 
PAC during the last Presidential 
election, he has now taken over the 
chairmanship of New York’s CIO 
Housing Committee. However, a cer- 
tain -sense of strain developed 
between Korchein’s official and un- 
official loves when he designed quarters for the United Electrical Workers 
and American Communications Association. Fast talking won over hesitant 
union officials to modern design—except for one lone dissenter. This rebel 
gave away the modern furniture ordered for him, set up a stronghold of 
lushly carved, fumed oak in the midst of Korchein’s chaste severity. 






































INSULATION 
Outside 


INSULATION 


Inside 






eee PLUS 
VAPOR CONTROL 
THAT’S WHAT YOU GET WHEN YOU BUILD WITH INSULITE 


Insulite Lok-Joint Lath, with asphalt 
barrier against the studs, retards vapor 
travel. And Insulite sheathing, being per- 
meable to vapor, permits what little vapor 
that escapes the barrier to pass toward 
the outside. 


Refer to Sweet’s File — Architectural Section 10a/9 


muro  Hnsulates as you build 


*As Determined by Leading Testing Authorities The original and best* wood fibre str L g board 
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| FICE ME 


Based on an extensive survey of eokee architects 


manufacturers, 
and boilders, it will include sections on the following subjects: 


1) Land _ané ptilities, 


2° SO 
and ict jJayout 


2) Financing, including ‘pental housing | 


3) Foundations 


———— 


4) Structure 


5) Fabricating Techniques, «nelwil ing 4 no 
<® Pu 


6) Finishes, ineide and out 
7). t end A aces 
8). Furniture, (built-in) 
9) dsce 
10) Desigs 
since V-J Dey will be show, #12 


ghead. ID addition, the issue will 
puilders’ housing, j{noorporating 
tute materials, and a series 
for The FORM ty leading 


of new ideas end developeents work 


MEMO TO THE BUILDING INDUSTRY 


Whether you are a 
tor, engineer, lender, 
probably has an idea, @ 


consideration for this July issve- so, we will app 
sending a det iption along with photograph 


ings i 
be part 

more of 

the speed of constructio 

e difficult to obtain. 


rement is the 


fo Joseph Hazen, 


The Architectural Forum, 350 Fifth Ave., New 





. BUT ONLY FOR A MOMENT 


With the architect and contractor, he turnet 


to Ceco ... Together they solved the prok 


Builder Brown was constructing a plant which called for special types, 
metal screens. But these required special rolling equipment and die 
that were not available. It looked tough—until he turned to Ceeo. 

of their engineering know-how, they suggested certain changes 
standard Ceco construction. The contractor and architect 

Better results’ were achieved—40% of cost was saved—and the’ job 
completed ahead of schedule. 


MATERIALS HARD TO GET? CECO CAN GIVE YOR 
PROMPT, EARLY DELIVERY ON METAL SCREEN! 


For every purpose—every building—every opening—Ceco has the ri 
screen. Not just one type, but every type needed for new buildings or rep 

ments—for wood windows or metal. No job is too large or small—no prob 
too difficult. Hard-to-screen openings are a specialty . . . Ceco screens in st 
bronze and aluminum are available NOW for. all buildings includ 





READ THESE OUT 


in eh te = 1. Standard types and styles for every purpose. 
jf SORES 2a Pe 2. Cost no more than ordinary screehs . . . factory fin- 
ished . . . no on-the-job painting, trimming or fitting. 
. Easy fo install, remove and re-install. 
. Will not warp, shrink, swell, twist or rot. 
. Custom built from steel, bronze or aluminum. 
. Wired with rustproof, clear-vision screen cloth. 


CECO STEEL PRODUCTS CORPORATION 


MANUFACTURING DIVISION 
5701 WEST 26TH STREET, CHICAGO 50, ILL. 
Concrete Engineering Division, 
Merchant Trade Division, Highway Products Division 
* Offices, Warehouses and Fabricating Plants in Principal Cities 





/n construction products CECO ENGINEERING 


For Less Friction Loss 


Thrust Absorbing BALANCE DISC 


The YORK Allis-Chalmers 1. Low center of gravity $e Seepeseer permitted by 

Turbo REFRIGERATION Compressor La. a 
: : 2. Stainless steel i blades resi ion and i 

Balance disc equalizes unbalanced shaft thrust caused by unequal gas : Plan i oe Wade thet heh on 

pressures on opposite faces of each wheel caused by lower pressure at eliminated to provide unobstructed gas flow. 

wheel inlet area. The region behind the balance disc is connected by a . Pre-rotation vanes permit greater capacity reduction 

passage to the inlet and, therefore, is subject to suction pressure. The (down to 10%). 

opposite face is subject to discharge pressure. The York balance disc . Permanently silver-sealed condenser joints. 

eliminates the need for heavy duty thrust bearing with attendant higher . Simplified refrigerant shaft seal. 

friction losses. York Corporation, York, Pennsylvania. 


YO RK REFRIGERATION AND AIR CONDITIONING Yo D 
HEA ART 2S Peo ee 6 HA OA C i 


SGCLING SBEE 1088 j 


i 
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Zonolite 
Wendel, Inc., Rudolph 
Weis Mfg. Co., Henry 
Western Pine Association 
Williams Oil-O-Matic 
Wittie Sales & Mig. Co. 
Wood Conversion Co. 
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remodeling 
. or remuddling ? 


House & Garden readers are a‘hand-picked group 

who know the value and importance of good architectural design, 
good building materials and good household equipment. 

Before they make their plans for building or 

remodeling, they consult House & Garden’s expert reports 

on building materials, its authentic information on building 
procedures. Here is a wide and informed audience which 

takes its cue for quality and taste from 


ouse & Garden 
> 








©1946, THE CONDE NAST PUBLICATIONS INC. 








The — ef UJ 


SLIDING DOORS AND 


CONTINUOUS GLASS WALLS 


OPEN ON BRICK TERRACE 








FACING SOUTH AND GLASS-WALLED, A LIVING-DINING AREA OF SOME 800 SQ. FT. GIVES ONTO A TERRACE 70 FT. LONG BY 40 FT. WIDE—A HUG 


The owners of this new house in the hills above Hollywood, Calif., are 
frankly biased in its favor—they find it “impossible to understand why 
anyone would build anything except modern.” There is obviously a basis 
for their enthusiasm. Beginning with a lot whose outlook happily coin- 
cides with its southern exposure, Mr. Soriano has done a simple and 
effective piece of site and house planning. Garage, maid’s room and 
service facilities occupy most of the street front; the remainder is devoted 
to a studio for the wife, while the garage has special provisions for the 
cabinet-making hobby of the husband.. This leaves the entire garden front 
available for a large living and dining room and a big sunny kitchen, all 


opening onto a terrace. The same pattern has been followed on the second 
floor (see p. 84). 
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The severe simplicity of the principal rooms is somewhat offset by the 
low key of the color scheme: the living area is carpeted in beige, the 
dining room in woven straw. Curtains are a chartreuse casement cloth. 
All wood is in natural finish mahogany. Ceiling is painted off-white. All 
illumination is indirect. The house is entirely of wood, sheathed with a 
34 in. redwood over felt on the exterior and largely surfaced with African 
mahogany plywood inside; all ceilings are smooth plaster; floors are hard- 
wood except in kitchen and child’s room where linoleum has been used. 
Much of the principal furniture—also in mahogany—was built in place 
by the owner. The flat roof (which does double duty as sun-deck for the 
second floor bedrooms) is f-amed for internal ventilation through a con- 
tinuous, copper-screened opening in the wide overhanging eaves. 





COUNTRY HOUSE IN CALIFORNIA makes adroit use of a limited 
exposure and outlook. Raphael S. Soriano, Designer. 


SERVICE YARD 


STUDIO, 
9-6".22-6 


SCALE IN FEET 
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FIRST FLOOR 


BEIGE, CHARTREUSE AND MAHOGANY IN SEVERELY SIMPLE LIVING AREA 
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SUBURBAN HOUSE, Santa Monica, Calif. 


LIANE ZIMBLER, Designer ; 
MANKIN BLDG, & CONTRACTING CO., General Contractor 


The two most important factors influencing the design of this residence were 
the orientation of the 75 ft. by 190 ft. lot and the fact that the building was 
to serve as the office of the composer-owner. Commanding splendid views 
of the ocean to the south and mountains to the north, the house was opened 
up in both directions by the provision of large windows at ‘front and rear. 
Side walls are relatively, free of fenestration. Since the living room was 
designed as a private study for the owner, it is separated from the rest of 
the house by a dining room and long hall which serve as sound buffers. An 
entrance on this hall is used by the composer’s business callers; a separate 
entrance to the stair hall serves the rest of the family and their guests. Isolation 
of the living-work room is further assured by the location of an auxiliary living 
room at the opposite end ef the building and by provision of additional living 
space upstairs. The apparent superfluity of doors and small halls is explained 
by the owner’s requirement that all rooms, including baths, be mutually acces- 
sible. Built at a prewar cost of $11,000, exclusive of the $2,500 lot, the house 
was financed with an FHA mortgage covering 82 per cent of its value. 


‘ 


STRUCTION OUTLINE: FOUNDATION—concrete. STRUCTURE—wood frame 


stucco; inside—stucco. ROOF—red cedar shingles. INSULATION—rockwool. 
NDOWS: Sash- , Steel Window Corp. FLOOR COVERINGS: Main rooms— 
rdwood. Kitchen and bathrooms—inoleum. WALL COVERINGS: Kitchen and 
rooms—tile. RAGE DOOR—Overhead Door Corp. HARDWARE 
‘ es Co. ELECTRICAL FIXTURES—Leo Dorner Co. BATHROOM FIXTURES— 
LIVING ROOM FEATURES BUILT-IN SOFA AND CABINETS ..” CORPS Sven) eee ee eee 
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SCALE IN FEET 
—— 
t+) 


5 10 


OWNER’S STUDY IS OPENED TO REAR VIEW PLAIN EXTERIOR DESIGN BELIES RATHER COMPLICATED PLAN OF THE HOUSE 


PICTURE WINDOW DOMINATES LIVING WING 
nae ; 





REMODELED FARMHOUSE 


COVERED LOGGIA GIVES BETTER ACCESS TO WOODSHED AND PUMP, CREATES ADDITIONAL SHELTERED OUTDOOR WORK AND PLAY SPACG 


SCALE IN FEET 
0 10 5s 
BEFORE 
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___ Photos: P. A. D 


UNUSUAL HOODED FIREPLACE DOMINATES LIVING-DINING AREA 

















Architect Pietro Belluschi solves a priority and scarcity problem in Oregon. 


25 ye 
oe? 











Oregon abounds with den farm-bungalows, all of comparatively 
modern vintage and nondescript design. And with many returning GI's 
bringing back a war-nurtured dream of living in a small place on the 
prpestric| micremican gaia See ee po ger oe ag 
of special interest now as a practical solution of a pressing problem. 

The architect says, “I don’t know whither, or not the sketch of the 
original farmhouse before” remodeling (seé opposite page) carries all the 
nice feeling of a country.slum which'the place had when I purchased it. 
I will add in my deferta¢that whiat I bought was the orchard, which is 
filled with all kinds of wohderful fruit trees, rather than the house. Since 
it was not possible to obtain orjérity for a new house, I had to do the 
best I could. with the existing building: As a matter of fact, now that a 
large porch connects the house with the utility building, it has become so 
livable and free of architectural pretense, that I am becoming quite 
attached to it.” 

In addition to connecting the existing woodshed (a very necessary 
adjunct in Oregon where wood is the chief fuel and where rain and damp 
get at that wood most of the season) with the house, Mr. Belluschi has 
introduced other comforts to country living. He has added a rear entry 
.. tothe house from this covered porch. He has ripped out the old walls 
* separating kitchen and living room and bedroom, making a spacious 
living-and-dining combination grouped around a tremendous modern fire- 
place. He has put in a bath where there was a storage closet. And a 
particular innovation is that between. the living room and corner porch 
with its new front entrance, he has installed a three-section double- 
glazed window to catch solar heat. Finally, the’ interior of the house has 
‘been given considerable style by the adroit use of native woods which 
form wall and ceiling finishes throughout. 
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OLD PORCHES WERE REMOVED, NEW ENTRANCE SUBSTITUTED 
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SCALE IN FEET 
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ENTRANCE TO THIS COMPACT, FOUR-STORY HOUSE IS THROUGH THE BASEMENT AT STREET LEVEL * 





UNUSED AREA 


GARAGE 
120125-0° 


— 8--- — --- 


' BASEMENT = Seams EET 


Photos: Roger Sturtevant 


HOUSES for opposite lot conditions by Wurster, Bernardi & Emmons, Architects. 


THOMAS D. CHURCH, Landscape Architect 
A. F. MATTOCK CO., General Contractor 


TOP FLOOR LIKE THE OTHERS HAS DECK TO THE SOUTH 


WOOD FINISHES ARE USED INSIDE AS WELL AS ‘out 


LIVING ROOM LEADS TO LONG NARROW GARDEN IN REAR 


Modern houses are enthusiastically accepted in San Francisco, where hillside 
sites and. magnificent views preclude the usual traditional approach. This house 
and the one on the next page represent similar solutions of the same problem— 
an ample town house squeezed onto a narrow lot in the Russian. Hill neighbor- 
hood. The chief difference between them is that one house is éntered from 
below, the other from above; the first is on a rising lot at the south side of the 
street, the second on a lot riorth of the street. Both have been oriented for 
maximum sun on the south and southeast terraces and gardens. 

This house is on a shallower slope, with a 100-foot garden sloping gently 
upward towards the rear and the southern sun. The house is high, but an elevator 
shaft makes it practicable to convert the third floor into an apartment if it 
becomes necessary to do so; meanwhile, the room there commanding the best 
view is used as study and library. The second floor has owner’s and guest 
bedrooms. The main or first floor has living room and dining room away from 
the street facing the south garden. The street or basement floor contains utility 
rooms, unused storage area, and the garage. 

Tne owners say the house “suits our taste for simplicity of line. The only 
alteration we would make if building again would be to allow just a little more 
room for a washer, and possibly a small stairway leading from garage to garden.” 


CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE 


STRUCTURE: Exterior walis—vertical grain, Douglas fir, building paper, sheathing, 
wood studs. Floors—oak. ROOF—tar and gravel. Decks—mineral cap sheet. 
FIREPLACE—Superior Fireplace Co. Kitchen and bathroomse—iinoleum. PAINTS 
—Samuel Cabot, Inc. BATHROOM EQUIPMENT—Kohier Co. Cabinets—Halien- 


scheid & McDonald. HEATING—gas fired warm air, Aladdin Heating Corp. Water 
heater—Ruud Mfg. Co. 


WINDOW EXPANSES AND SUN DECKS OPEN TO THE SOUTH GARDEN 








Designed for a steep north slope, this house was built 
“upside down”. 


The same architects who designed the house on the preceding page 
built this one on a smaller, steeper lot. Here they were more re- 
stricted as to size, and had a different lot problem. The living room 
is placed on the upper floor, with big windows and balcony at the 
north to make the most of the panoramic view in that direction; 
and there is a southeast outdoor porch for dining, opening off the 
indoor dining area and kitchen. On the lower floor are four smal} 
bedrooms (there are two children in the family) and a small out- 
door garden space to catch the southeast sun. 


CONSTRUCTION OUTLINE 


STRUCTURE: Exterior walis—redwood shipiap, building paper, 
Douglas fir sheathing, wood studs; inside—piaster. Floors—oak. ROOF 
and DECK—tar and gravel. FLOOR COVERINGS: Kitchen and bath- 
rooms—linoleum, Armstrong Cork Co. ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT— 
General Electric Co. LAUNDRY EQUIPMENT: Washing machine— 
Bendix Home Appliance, inc. PLUMBING EQUIPMENT—American 
Radiator-Standard Sanitary Corp. Cabinets—Hallenscheid & McDonald. 
HEATING—gas fired forced warm air, Aladdin Heating Corp. 


D. B. GLADSTONE, General Contractor 


BED RM: 
1-9's13-0" 


ENTRANCE WALK AND STEPS LEAD TO BOTH UPPER AND LOWER FLOORS 
NORTH OF 'HOUSE IS AT STEEPEST SLOPE 


LOWER FLOOR N 


SCALE IN FEET UPPER FLOOR | 
° 5 10 


~ UPPER-FLOOR LIVING ROOM HAS VIEW OF BAY, AS DOES ADJACENT DINING PORCH 


Photos: Roger Sturtevant 
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CARSON & LUNDIN, Architects 
W. K. HARRISON, Consulting Architect 
JOHN W. HARRIS ASSOC., INC., Builders 


One of the first postwar skyscrapers which 
will go up in midtown Manhattan under the 
new zoning laws is the 33-story Esso building, 
designed to house and consolidate the metro- 
politan offices of Standard Oil Compeny of 
New Jersey. Fronting on Rockefeller Center, 
this new structure will occupy a sizable por- 
tion of the block between 5lst and 52nd 
Streets—a space formerl, earmarked by Cen- 
ter planners for a mid-block through street. 
However, the building’s spacious lobbies which 
extend through the block will form, in effect, 
the northern gateway to Rockefeller Center. 

The architects, for many years associated 
with the Center, have designed this new build- 
ing in harmony with existing construction in 

: the group. Uninterrupted vertical piers, simi- 
* 5 i, lar to those on Center buildings, accentuate the 
tower which is the central element of the de- 
sign. Flanking the tower on 52nd Street, but 
extending only partially through the block to 
51st, are two ten-story wings which consolidate 
the lower floors into a T-shaped plan. Roof 
gardens which top the two-story entranceways 
on both 51st and 52nd Streets tie in with the 
Rockefeller gardens, further linking the new 
building to its progenitors. 

Novel features of the design are largely a 
result of recently instituted zoning laws. Un- 
like former buildings in this area, the new 
building can occupy only 65 per cent of the 
land area above the second floor, a ruling which 
has resulted in the setbacks utilized for roof 
planting. Total land coverage on the ground 
floor necessitates an off-street basement park- 
ing area—also part of the new law, but some- 
thing of an innovation in Manhattan commer- 
cial design. 

The projected structure is also the tallest 
New York office building to be completely air- 
conditioned—not merely air-cooled. Provision 
has been made for year-round cleaning of the 
air and for humidification or dehumidification 
according to season, plus standard cooling and 
heating. The enormous amount of heavy 
equipment involved in such a scheme has in- 
fluenced the entire design. Floors are spaced 
farther apart than is customary and the design 
of the steel frame is also affected. Every 
third floor is equipped with an air-conditioning 
room from which ducts lead to floors above 
and below. This is done to keep duct sizes to 
a minimum and to eliminate vertical shafts. 
Machinery and cooling towers, placed at the 
top of the building are so arranged that a set- 
back is unnecessary and a smooth, squared-off 
roofline becomes the logical solution. 
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A typical | lower-story plan 
(below) reveals roof gardens at 
second floor level. 
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FIRST FLOOR 


FRONT AND REAR VIEWS-—>- 


Model by Norman Gardner 
























O01. CHINCHILLA FARM 


An enterprising veteran sets up a small estate for raising chinchilla rabbits in Glen Echo Heights, Md. 
BERLA & ABEL, Architects 
STANLEY W. PANGBORN, Owner 


This small “ranch” near Washington represents the plan of one G.I. to own his own business 
and his own home. Designs include a house for the veteran, another for his parents and 
two air-conditioned concrete structures (not shown) which will provide a regulated environ- 
ment for the chinchillas. Despite the materials shortage which has virtually stopped all 
building in the vicinity, construction is already underway on the owner’s living quarters. 
This is due in large part to the ingenuity of the owner, a former painting contractor, who 
picked up scarce building items through sharp-nosed shopping and substituted available 
materials for those specified, but unobtainable. The building crisis also influenced the 
owner’s choice of design, leading him to demand houses which required a minimum of 
lumber. To comply, the architects worked out designs for masonry structures with large 
glass areas throughout. Walls’ are stone and waterproof cement over cinder block, inner 
partitions are masonry and floors are concrete covered with parquet (one of the few places 
‘where wood was used). As usual, FHA balked at the modern character of the houses, 
labelling them “too unusual”, and refusing to grant the full mortgage requested. The loan 
was large enough, however, to enable the owner to make up the remainder. 
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PARENT’S HOME is the targer of the two structures, including “NN sleep! 
three bedrooms, living room, study and dining room. Because ge: spaci 


it is designed for a steep site, the floors are staggered on ‘jee? Lee ee ae 
several levels. To give a feeling of height, the ceiling of the $= jj—= = § ------ ---- , 
service area goes through over the living room, which is dropped - 


a few steps. Sleeping and living space are distinctly separated, 
a typical feature of most houses by this architectural firm. 
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: Lifiestone Chip Topping 















































VETERAN'S HOME is designed with a combination of roof levels which add interest to an 
otherwise simple mass. Living room window wall is broken by the porch roof, doorway, and 
low masonry construction, thus gaining a pleasant variety of textures. The informality and 
change of pace found in both this houce and the larger-one at left are an intéresting expression 
A of their structural systems. 





PLAN reveais a large living room also used for dining, and an enclosed porch which provides 
sleeping accommodations. Open, but sheltered, porch at the front of the house makes a 
pecgtarns and pleasant outdoor living area. Flagstone used for the floor of this porch and for 

is d in the interior by means of a back entrance walk which continues 
inetde and connects with the fireplace, forming its hearth. 
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| ee : RADIANT HEATING is supplied by 
H _ colls placed under the concrete 
SCALE IN FEET floor, Plan shows arrangement 
= ee of coils. in each room connecting 
near the utility area. 
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SECTION AT OVERHANG: 




















52. STEEL HOUSE 


Independent steel roof system shelters space enclosed by unit panels. 


T. Y. HEWLETT, Architect 





A suggestion for prefabrication is presented in this compact design stressing a new combination 
of familiar materials and construction processes. Chief feature is the roof. A built-up slab consisting 
of light steel joists bolted to a 12 in. channel running continuously about the perimeter is supported 
by four open-work steel columns imbedded in concrete footings independent of the floor slab. Wall 
panels of unit width, composed of Cemesto sheets or wood frames for doors and sliding glass win- 
dows, may be combined to create a variety of interior arrangements. The layout shown here achieves 
an unusual amount of space and convenience. Garage drive and entrance walk are combined, and the 
roof between garage and house serves‘ as protection for doorways in winter and as family porch in 
summer. The living room is oriented away from the street for greater privacy, and the single entrance 
is well placed in relation tothe service rooms. Storage facilities shown will all be needed in this 


home without attic and cellar. 
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PLUMBING UNIT- A shower stall 
is used as a core to which a 
standard toilet and wash basin 
are attached. One of the walis 
is thickened to carry the re- 
quired piping for toilet, basin 
and shower. The unit as a 
whole will be prefabricated, and 
only service connections will be 
required on the job. Floor of 
shower is raised to permit drain- 
ing into soil pipe. 
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Photos: Ezra Stoller 











It is only within recent years that the staging of museum 
exhibitions has been recognized as an art in its own right. 
First among U. S. institutions to drive home this fact was 
New York’s Museum of Modern Art which, from its inception, 
has offered the public a consistently superior type of installa- 
tion. With one of its more recent exhibitions, Arts of the South 
Seas, a new theory of staging has been introduced. Instead 
of conventional grouping according to subject matter, locale 
or circa, the objects in this show are not segregated but 
arranged to emphasize their relationship to one another as 
specimens of craft and as cultural expressions. The break- 
down of material into these two categories, loose though they 
may be, is the key to the design of the installation. The first 
is a physical classification, the second, an abstract one. It 
goes without saying that the two overlap. To present them 
clearly and simultaneously is a serious challenge, but at the 
Modern Museum one sees it handsomely met.. The exhibition 
is important because it presents each object at its best advan- 
tage and at the same time, through subtle focusing, lighting 
and use of color, imbues the spectator with the historic, 
geographic, climatic and social conditions of its origin. With 
imagination and logical modification, this formula should be 
applicable to a wide variety of problems since environment 
is invariably a key influence in creative effort. 

The plan of the South Seas exhibition, which got under 
way almost a year before the opening, was developed by Rene 
d@’Harnoncourt, Director of the Modern Museum’s Department 
of Manual Industry, Dr. Ralph Linton, Professor of Anthro- 
pology, and Mr. Paul S. Wingert, Instructor in History of Art, 
both of Columbia University. The chief problem was to organ- 
ize an exhibition where it was possible to see from one geo- 
graphic grouping into as many others as are artistically or 
culturally related to it while defining circulation clearly 
enough to prevent confusion. Fortunately, the construction of 
the Museum itself is a flexible one. Built within a series of 
piers, all partitions are removable and interchangeable. Where 
long vistas were required between major groupings, low plat- 
forms were used as barriers, opening views, yet controlling the 
path of the spectator. 

As shown in the chart at the right, color augmented by 
skillful lighting contributes a sensory guide to climate and 
vegetation which is far more pleasant and convincing than 
explanatory signs tacked up on the wall. Kinship of objects, 
the other integrating factor of the design, hangs on the stra- 
tegic location of specific objects seen from several angles, seen 
also with related objects in other groupings. Though no 
single important feature is common to all the islands repre- 
sented, taken as a whole the various arts constitute a network 
of related cultures. While in some sections clearly defined 
races have lived side by side for centuries without losing their 
cultural characteristics, others have merged and blended to 
form new civilizations. Diversification is further explained 
by varying weather conditions and natural resources on the 
various islands. Nevertheless, in reality and in this exhibi- 
tion, unexpected trends crop up at seemingly unrelated points 
despite distance and barriers of language. Where unique 
local styles have been developed, self-contained display units 
are introduced. 

While the exhaustive research, study and experimentation 
required by this method of installation was made possible 
through a grant from the Rockefeller Foundation, the Museum 
deserves great credit for sponsoring it. As Mr. d’Harnoncourt 
points out in the introduction to the forthcoming book which 
bears the same title as the exhibition, the South Seas show 
is also important because it represents close collaboration 


between scientists and artists in presenting to the public a- 


little known art whose esthetics can best be appreciated if 
seen against the cultural background of the native artists. 
And he adds with complete candidness that this approach 
to museum installation makes it impossible for the planner to 
design a show where the spectator does nothing but walk in 
a straight line and stare at the wall. 
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Color chart indicating surroundings of various exhibits has heavy values at left, representing 
rain tropics; desert land at top; temperate zones, upper right; sand-baked coral beaches, 
bottom. The graded rings represent background colors of ceilings, walls and fixtures. 

















Arrows indicate specific objects. 
The connecting lines are open 
views stressing artistic affinities. 
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View from Solomon Islands section illustrates 
effectiveness of interrelated exhibits. Note ease 
with which eye picks up display of wood bowls, 
follows related displays through various sections. 


































Carved figures carry out vertical lines of na- 
tive weapons in wall cases. In exhibit kinship of 
these objects and seated figure in room beyond 
is clear. Low, curved platform is sand covered. 


From the center of the largest exhibition area, that of New Guinea, 
two brighter rooms, suggesting sunnier climates, are open to view. 
Art from rainy jungle sections such as this one where nature’s colors 
are sultry and light scarce, is characterized by highly luminiscent 
decoration: dead white, bright ochre. Wherever blue and green 
are used, every effort is made to get these colors as strong as pos- 
sible, a natural tendency for native craftsmen working in dim jungle 
light. In the South Seas exhibition, their art is presented in a nearly 
dark room with objects spot-lit. A rich green ceiling and dark, 
receding background color suggest dense overhead foliage of the 
deep tropics. Since many of the objects that belong in this darkened 
atmosphere are so small that they require cases and diffused light 
to be clearly seen, shallow wall cases were installed at carefully 
studied intervals. For instance, several cases at the right side of the 
plan were deliberately placed at an angle so that they are noticed 
only on leaving the. New Guinea section. As strips of diffused hack- 
ground light, these cases add rather than detract from the shadowy 
atmorphere of the principal display area with its ghostly upright 
figures. In working out the lighting, existing channels were used 
augmented by occasional spotlights which the designer focused and 
shifted as the installation progressed. Most objects were lent by 
American museums; only about 25 came from private collections 
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Art from New Britain, only slightly influenced 
by products of the New Guinea area, occupies 
& corner position, is visible from only a small 
Portion of that section. 














Unlike the rest of exhibition, wall of Marquesas 
group is decorated with reproductions of native 
art depicting elaborately tattooed islanders. 
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In each group light and color are keyed to the climate and 
geography of the native land. Art from the coral islands is 


displayed in very bright diffused light against a predominantly _ 


white background. Articles from these locations ‘are rarely 
painted but are usually of beautifully finished natural mate- 
rial. Characteristic ornamentation of extraordinary fineness 
’ befits an origin of bright sun and clear skies. This group, in- 
cluding Central Polynesia, Fiji and the Micronesia, is staged 
in a light, open manner. Blue accents represent Polynesia’s 
temperate climate, yellow in the Fiji group recalls the island’s 
barren coral formation. The fan in a counter-height case 
which separates this room from the Marquesas unit ties in 
with both displays. Though it is definitely a Fiji product, 
from the other side of the case it can be compared with fans 
made in the Marquesas Islands. 
The color sketches accompanying the photographs, pre- 
pared for the Forum from original studies by Rene d’Har- 


noncourt by Madeline Thatcher, are keyed to the geographic ‘ 


color wheel on page 98. While only the more important of the 
eleven colors used appear in the sketches, they give a good 
impression of the atmospheric effects achieved, and careful 
study of the photographs in conjunction with the more com- 
prehensive color wheel should yield an equally accurate pic- 
ture of the balance of the exhibition. In preparing the instal- 
lation, d’Harnoncourt filled several notebooks with similar 
studies. 


Representing localities of warm, sunny atmos- 
phere, products of Central Polynesia, Fiji and 
Marquesas Islands are lighter and gayer than 
art from jungle areas. 
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One of the few staging artifices to be used is 
this installation of bamboo poles on which are 
hung memorial tablets. Object is to achieve 
easy individual or group appraisal. 
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The atmosphere deepens abruptly on entering 
Melanesian display from Australian unit. 
Feathered mask in the foreground leads into 
Caledonian room. 





AIRLINES OFFICE — 


The interior of Western Airlines’ new ticket office is designed . 


as a showcase, capitalizes on existing structural columns. 


H. ROY KELLEY, Architect 

WILLIAM O. GOODWIN and BURWELL HAMRICK, Assoc. 
PAUL E. JEFFERS, Consulting Structural Eng’r 

RALPH E. PHILLIPS, Mechanical and Electrical Eng’r 

Cc. L. HESS, General Contractor 


Part of a projected “transportation row” in downtown Los Angeles, 
this new airlines ticket office represents some of the more advanced 
design ideas ,yet to be translated into glass and steel. Its most im- 
portant architectural feature is the double-sloping glazed front 
which reduces reflections to a minimum by capturing them within 
a non-reflecting area. This trick handling of glass is the result of a 
decision to eliminate exterior advertising and instead to open up the 
whole interior as a dramatic display for selling air travel. Visibility. 
therefore, was of first importance. The three standard treatments 
of large glazed areas—vertical glass and glass sloping either outward 
or inward—all act as mirrors, catching reflections of buildings, 
automobiles, pedestrians or sky according to their angle, and ob- 
scuring a clear view of the interior.. A two-way slope solved the 
problem, but made the joining of glass to round structural columns 
somewhat awkward (see below). 


GLAZED EXTERIOR IS SHIELDED FROM SUN BY A PROJECTING CANOPY WITH CORRUGATED BAKED ENAMEL SUPERSTRUCTURE P 


Photos: Maynard L. Parker 
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The elimination of advertising signs, posters, maps etc. which 
contributed to the excellent front treatment also influenced 
the interior design. On the theory that maps and murals had 
been done to death in previous airlines offices, the new design 
made its bid for prominence by ignoring pictorial display and 
investing the money saved in fine quality wall surfacing ma- 
terials, floor coverings and furnishings. The offices thereby 
gained a rich yet simple and dignified atmosphere. Walnut 

ing was used for counters, walls and cabinet work. 
Furniture was specially designed and adds a color accent with 
its red leather upholstery. The acoustical ceiling and interior 
structural columns were painted blue and exterior columns 
covered with sheets of ribbed stainless steel. Considerable 
thought was given to this exterior treatment, since the material 
selected had to be extremely durable, yet one which would 
encase the existing concrete columns without conspicuous 
joints. The ribbed, interlocking sheets finally chosen give 
maximum structural value and, in addition, break up the 
surface so that slight imperfections or scratches are not 
apparent. 

A common airlines problem which has been solved by the 
new design is that of handling baggage. To screen un- 
sightly stacks of suitcases from public view, a wood partition 
was introduced in front of the baggage-handling space. An- 
other feature is a specially designed baggage cart made of 
duralumin tubing, three tiers high and mounted on rubber- 
tired wheels for noiseless operation. These carts, placed near 
the weighing scales, are each loaded for a specific flight, 
wheeled directly to the limousine and carried along to the 
airport. This eliminates time-consuming re-handling of bag- 
gage. Wardrobes with sliding panel doors have been provided 
at the rear of the office enabling attendants to move luggage 
through a special side exit without congesting the main wait- 
ing room. Spacious cabinets for storing baggage are also 
included in this rear area. 
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ENTRANGE is piaced at the corner of the ticket office and 
slanted back from the glazed front partition. This permits 
a broad, uninterrupted view of the interior from the side- 
walk and facilitates finding the door—sometimes a problem 
when glass is used in large areas. Sash of doors and 
windows is special metal construction. 
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SECTION AA 





DOUBLE SECRETARY AREA SERVES OFFICES AT EITHER END OF CURVED WALL 


ALVIN LUSTIG designs offices for: 








VIEW FROM RECEPTION ROOM THROUGH SALESMEN’S AREA 
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These handsome offices, designed for a small publishing firm, 
are a compact yet. polished answer to the problem of fitting an 
over-sized staff into undersized work space. The area available 
for office quarters of both editorial and advertising employes— 
twenty-two persons in all—was only 40 ft. by 40 ft., a size com- 
parable to a single doctor’s suite. Such tightness of space was 
counterbalanced only by the willingness of the publisher to try 
an unorthodox solution. In order to use every inch of area with- 
out giving the staff claustrophobia, one basic design formula was 
used throughout, i.e., dissolving solidity wherever possible while 
still retaining some sense of privacy. Thus, as seen on the plan, 
doors are completely omitted and work areas defined only by 
intersecting and curving screen walls. Glazed partitions are used 
extensively, giving the eye long and transparent vistas which 
heighten the sense of space. 


One of the most successful features of the design is its system 
of lighting—actually a combination of direct and indirect illumi- 
nation. Architect-designed fixtures, somewhat resembling mush- 
rooms, are composed of metal cones topped by reflecting disks. 
Although light is bounced from these upper reflecting surfaces, 
it is directed to a specific area, the desk below. The resulting 
quality of illumination possesses the best aspects of both direct 
and indirect lighting without the glare of the former or the 
fogginess of the latter. In three areas where direct light is a 
necessity, the cones are inverted and fastened to the wall. 








EDITOR'S 


STORAGE UNITS SEPARATE WRITERS FROM ARTISTS 


APPROACH TO EXECUTIVE OFFICES FROM SALES AREA 
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WRITER CUBICLE IS A COMPACT BUT UNCROWDED WORK AREA —_—— rr 


A bizarre desk design—%, in. sheets of plate glass hung from the 

wall and ceiling—met only momentarily with raised eyebrows 

from the staff. This scheme was adopted to carry through the 

principle of avoiding solid mass, and was acceptable because of 

the publisher’s distaste for desks with drawers. Individual i fae | 
“pin-up” boards at the outer edge of each glass sheet lend pri- i ’ i 2 
vacy to the working cubicles, and an adjacent hanging wall i 


cabinet provides convenient storage space. The actual work area 
of each desk is equipped with a leather pad to interrupt the 
occupant’s view of his own feet. 


ROW OF WRITERS CUBICLES 
EXTENDS ENTIRE LENGTH OF ONE 
WALL FOR MAXIMUM USE OF SPACE 
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MAIN EXECUTIVE OFFICES 
ARE SLIGHTLY MORE SPACIOUS 
THAN OTHER WORK AREAS 


DESK DETAIL REVEALS 
INGENIOUS CONSTRUCTION 
USED THROUGHOUT 
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WATCH CASE FACTORY 


Reclamation of precious metals lost in manufacturing process leads to 
novel arrangements in new plant. John Matthews Hatton, Architect. 


FACTORY SPACE 


SECTION AT MEZZANIN 





CONTINUOUS MONITORS AND WINDOWS GIVE MAXIMUM DAYLIGHT FOR DELICATE PRECISION WORK 
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CLERESTORY SECTION 

















The I. D. Watch Case Company of Jamaica, Long Island, is a medium- 
sized manufacturer of cases for popular-priced Swiss and American watch 
movements. Its new building houses its entire operation—management, 
design, and production—in a straightforward and well-articulated plan. 
Two special problems of watch case manufacture played an important 
part in determining its layout: the control of precious metals and the need 
for maximum daylight in the factory section. 

The flow of platinum, gold and silver through the plant has been con- 
trolled at every point and led to some novel provisions to minimize waste 
or loss. The metal is delivered to the plant in-the form of thin, narrow 
strips which are rolled. It is taken directly to the vault on the first floor 
where it is checked and weighed. From this vault it is issued directly to 
the craftsmen on the factory floor. The largest loss comes in the fabrica- 
tion process, where minute but valuable particles of metal cling to the 
workers’ skin, clothes and shoes. Such losses are large enough to warrant 
the following measures: all workmen are issued special uniforms by the 
company. These are laundered in washing machines in the basement 
whose drains—like those from the washbasins in the locker rooms—are 


connected with special filters for metal recovery. All waste from the plant 
is burned in a special incinerator, so designed that metals will not 
escape in the soot. A portion of the plant is floored with a soft, gummed 
linoleum designed to pull all metal particles off shoe soles. Ultimately 
the whole plant will be so floored, and the linoleum ripped up periodically 
and sent to a refinery for recovery.* According to the owners, there is 
not sufficient airborne metal dust to warrant electronic air filters, although 
some of the workers wear masks for health reasons. 

The L-shaped factory area has continuous monitors and standard win- 
dows to afford maximum daylighting. Men’s and women’s restrooms are 
suspended in these monitors in the two wings of the factory space. Locker 
rooms are located in the basement, as is the recreation room, near the 
employes’ entrance. 

In addition to offices, the main body of the building contains space for 
development of handmade case models and an engineering room where 
new manufacturing processes are set up. 


* A fountain pen manufacturer once ripped up its wooden factory floor and sent 
it off to a refinery. $27,000 worth of gold was recovered! 


RECEPTION ROOM AND OFFICES ARE IN TWO STORY BLOCK AT LEFT. ENTRANCE TO FACTORY WING IS TWO STEPS BELOW GRADE AT RIGHT 
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SECOND FLOOR 
OHN M. HATTON, Architect 
LBERT A. LUTZ CO., INC., Contractor 
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ONE OF THE TWO CONNECTING PRIVATE OFFICES 


FOUNDATIONS—concrete. STRUCTURE: Exterior walis 
—face brick, Hanley Brick Co.; cast stone trim—General 
Cast Stone Co. Interior partitions—cinder and concrete 
block, National Brick Co.; offices—plaster. Floore—rein- 
forced co! ROOF. plank, C Plank 
Co.: 20-year bonded roofing, The Barrett Co. INSULA- 
TION: Roofe—1 in. Celotex, The Celotex Co. WINDOWS: 
Sash—steel, Bogert & Cariough. Glase—giare-reducing 
Pentecor, Mississippi Glass Co. Glass blocks—Owens- 
IMinois Glass Co. STAIRG—steel; treads—Safe Tread Co., 
Inc. FLOOR COVERINGS—asphait tile, David E. Ken- 
nedy, Inc.; Mastipave, Cott-A-Lapp Co. DOORS—flush 
hollow metal and wood: Herculite doors—Pittsburgh Plate 
Glass Co. HARDWARE—P. & F. Corbin. ELECTRICAL 
INSTALLATION: Wiring—3-phase 4-wire 120-208 volts. 
Standard Co. Fixtures—Holo- 
phane Co. Special equipment—busduct, Bulldog Electric 
Products Co. PLUMBING: Fixtures—American Radiator- 
Standard Sanitary Corp. Wash basine—Bradiey Wash- 
fountain Co. Pipes—Central Foundry Co. and A. M. Byers 
Co. HEATING—two-pipe vacuum system. Oi! burner— 
Todd C Co. Radi ° ir 
Radiator Co. Unit heaters—C. A. Dunham Mfg. Co. Regu- 
Mi is-F Co. Valves— 
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Fairbanks-Morse & Co. 
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MR. BLANDINGS 
BUILDS HIS CASTLE 


by Eric Hodgins 


This is the sad, sad, story of an innocent homebuyer trapped 
in the baffling complexities of getting himself a home. Al- 
though a light and lambent satire, it is all too typical of the 
maddening inconsistencies of the Building Industry as viewed 
through the dark glasses of a disillusioned consumer. Mr. 
Blandings’ castle was very expensive, but his shattering experi- 
ences vary only with the amount of money down the drain, and 
are common to the owner-built house whether cottage or coun- 
try estate. In this tale of chaos in Connecticut reprinted from 
the April issue of Fortune, the building professional can take 
an uncompromising look at himself from the other side of the 
T-square and trowel. 


TT sweet old farmtouse burrowed into the upward slope of the 
land so that you could enter either its bottom or middle floor at 
ground level. Its window trim was delicate and the lights in its sash 
were a bubbly amethyst. Its rooftree seemed to sway a little against 
the sky, and the massive chimney that rose out of it tilted a little to 
the south. Where the white paint was flecking off on the siding, 
there showed the blush of what must once have been a coat of rich, 
dense red. 

In front of it, rising and spreading along the whole length of the 
house, was the vastest lilac tree that Mr. and Mrs. Blandings had ever 
seen. When the house was new, the lilac must have been a shrub 
planted in the door-yard—and house and shrub had gone on together, 
side by side since then. That was a hundred and seventy years ago 
this April. 

Using a penknife as a key, the real-estate man unlocked a lower 
door. As it swung back, the top hinge gave way and splashed in a red 
powder on the floor. The door lurched against Mr. Blandings and 
gave him a sharp crack on the forehead, but the damage was repaired 
in an instant and Mr. Blandings, a handkerchief at his temple and his 
wife by his side, stood looking through one of the misty amethyst 
windowlights at an arc of beauty that made them both cry out. The 
land rushed downward to the river valley a mile away; then it rose 
again, layer after layer, plane after plane of hills and higher hills 
lighter beyond them. The air was luminous and there were twenty 
shades of browns and greens in the plowed and wooded and folded 
earth, 

“On a clear day you can see the Catskills,” said the real-estate man. 

Mr. and Mrs. Blandings were not such fools as to exclaim at this 
revelation. Mrs. Blandings flicked a glove in which a cobweb and 
spider had become entangled; Mr. Blandings, his lips pursed and his 
eyes half-closed, was a picture of controlled reserve. By the way the 
two of them said “Uh-hum?” with a rising inflection in perfect unison, 
the real-estate man knew that his sale was made. Not today, of course; 
the offer might not come for a fortnight. But it would come; it would 
come with all the certainty of the equinox. He computed 5 per cent 
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SPOUSE - OWNER. - ARCHITECT - BUILDER 
“A Simple $15,000 House” 
or, Oil for the Seven Lamps of Architecture in Four Acts 


of $10,275 rapidly in his head and turned to the chimney footing. 

“You'd have to do a little pointing up here,” he said, indicating a 
compact but disorderly pile of stone, in which a blackened hollow 
suggested a fireplace that had been in good working order at the time 
of the Treaty of Ghent. Mrs. Blandings, looking at the rubble, saw 
instead the kitchen of the Wayside Inn: a distaff plump with flax lying 
idly on the polished hearth; a tempered scale of copper pans and 
skillets near the oven wall; a bootjack in the corner; a shoat glisten- 
ing on the spit. 

What Mr. Blandings saw broke through into speech: “With a 
flagstone floor in here it would be a nice place for a beer party on a 
Saturday night. You’d put the keg right in that corner.” 

“You could at that,” said the real-estate man, as if he had just 
heard a brilliant revision of atomic theory. He quickly did 5 per 
cent of $11,550 in his head; aloud, he said: “Let’s go upstairs and 
then take a look at your orchard. There’s a very interesting story 
connected with .. .” 

The effect of the plural possessive pronoun was as a fiery liquor 
in Mr. and Mrs. Blandings’ veins. 


f pny it came about that Mr. and Mrs. Blandings bought—for 
$11,550—the old Halleck place, the old house and the gorgeous 
acres surrounding it. But it would be a year, at least, before the 
Blandings’ would “build.” Mr. Blandings had stated, unequivocally, 
that you wouldn’t catch him building until prices were “right.” The 
forces that were to make prices right in the residential-construction 
industry were not known to Mr. Blandings, but he did not know that 
he did not know them. Mr. Blandings’ eventual cost of building when 
prices were right was somewhat in excess, by a percentage only an 
astrologer could calculate, of what it would have been had he built 
when they were not so right. But the excess percentage was removed 
from Mr. Blandings at a later time, when he was numb from shock 
and scarcely felt a thing. 

“Let’s say your land’ll cost you $10,000, round numbers,” the 
real-estate man had said in the days before it had actually eost 
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$11,550. “And let’s say it'll cost you $10,000 to restore that farm- 
house. So you’ve made a $20,000 investment that'll stand you all the 
rest of your life, to say nothing of having a home to live in, and the 
benefit of what your friend Mr. Grover calls ‘the indescribable charm’ 
of the place.” This lyric passage had served the Blandings’ in lieu of 
thought for several months until, one evening, Mrs. Blandings had 
looked up from her mending. ' 

“Do you suppose it’s worth our while to remodel that old house?” 
she had asked 'in a faraway voice. 

If she had flatly announced the illegitimacy of the two Blandings 
children she could scarcely have had a more thunderous effect upon 
her husband. 

“TI only mean,” she went on in an effort to silence him, “that maybe 
someone should look at it besides Mr. Funkhauser.” 

Mr. Funkhauser was a young architect to whom Mr. Blandings had 
taken a shine. Working mostly from photographs, plus some measute- 
ments taken one rainy day on Bald Mountain, he had‘ been covering 
reams of sketch tissue with the graceful swashes of a 6-B pencil, and 
making of the old Halleck farmhouse something quite'else again. The 
Blandings’ had found the results enchanting. 

“What’s the matter with Funk- 
hauser?” asked Mr. Blandings. 

“I only mean,” said Mrs. Blandings, 
“that he’s so enthusiastic about every- 
thing that sometimes I think he gets car- 
ried away. I’d like to have some other 
sort of person look at the old house be- 
fore we get too far along—an engineer, 
or somebody.” 

Eventually Mr. Blandings came to be- 
lieve that he himself had had this pru- 
dent idea. He asked his lawyer friend 
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Bill Cole to dig him up an engineer—a 
good practical fellow who wouldn’t be 
carried away by anything. As a result, Mr. Giobatta Appolonio, 
engineer, did indeed visit the old Halleck place with Mr.: and Mrs. 
Blandings some days later. In his black shoes, dark business suit, 
and derby he made an odd picture among the roaming hills, particu- 
larly compared with Mr. Blandings in his slightly aggressive rural 
tweeds. 

Mrs. Blandings had expected Mr. Appolonio to bring a bag of 
instruments along like a physician, and perhaps to practice the physi- 
cian’s rites of auscultation or palpation on her dwelling. But Mr. 
Appolonio’s only instrument was a foot rule, and far from palpating 
her house, he did not even seem to want to go near it. He merely 
stood looking at it for five minutes from about a hundred feet away. 
He then went up to it and kicked it on one corner. Mr. and Mrs. Bland- 
ings winced in unison when something unidentified fell off. Mr. 
Appolonio returned to his clients and spoke to them in a soft voice. 

“You should ought to tear it down,” said he. 


gets carried away...” 


HAT stinking roughneck has simply no feeling for antiquity,” 
said Mr. Blandings, taking a spastic gulp out of his glass. 

“I wish you wouldn’t drink when you’re upset,” said Mrs. Bland- 
ings. She and her husband were back in their city apartment. The 
train trip home with Mr. Appolonio had been very trying. Once home, 
Mr. Blandings had written out a check for his $50 fee and mailed it 
to him instantly with a curt, correct note. But now Mr. Blandings was 
alone with God and Mrs. Blandings, and there was no concealing from 
either one that Mr. Blandings had paid a considerable sum, above land 
cost alone, for a structure that he had now been advised (for $50 
more) to destroy. In Mr. Blandings’ view, his wife was an accessory 
before the fact, and God stood convicted of the grossest sort of con- 
tributory negligence—but condemn them as he might, he could see 
no recourse from either of them, or from the real-estate man, or from 
Ephemus W. Halleck. - 





There remained, however, the luckless Mr. 


Funkhauser, still doodling happily on his sketch \( yi 
tissue, dreaming towers and battlements; spires = 
and turrets, onto a lousy old wreck of a farm- 

house that had neither sills nor chimney to sup- 


port its present crumbling weight. Him Mr. 
Blandings fired with a vicious suddenness that 
left, as one residue, a folder in the files of 
the American Institute of Architects, labeled 
“Funkhauser-Blandings Grievance Case.” After 
an eventual chilly interchange, Mr. Blandings  ‘“#denness.. 

paid’ Mr. Fuuskhaveer’s bill of $635 for “Prelisinery Plans of Re- 
stored Blandings Residence,” and received the blueprints thereof. 
They were cold comfort. So was the report of Mr. Joe Perlasky, a 
local‘ house wrecker and junk-yard proprietor. Mr. Blandings had 
consulted him on the sly, in the hope of presenting to Mrs. Blandings 
the happy news that they could realize perhaps $2,000 out of the 
materials salvaged from the razing of the structure that was to have 
been the home of their children’s children. Mr. Perlasky had figured 


Mr. Blandings 


‘for fifteen minutes and then announced that he would take the house 


down, leaving everything neat and clean around the foundation. and 
not charge Mr. Blandings a penny more than $850. “Charge?” cried 
Mr. Blandings. “Atsa right,” said Mr. Perlasky, explaining his modest 
figure by saying that he might just possibly be able to use some of the 
beams on another job. 

It was at this point that Mr. Blandings’ stout heart failed him. After 
a painful discussion, the entire Blandings’ Building Project was put 
by to await a new and happier time. In calculation one evening, Mr. 


- Blandings came face to face with the figure that in land cost, surveys, 


Mr. Appolonio’s fee, legal expenses (so far), Mr. Funkhauser’s blue- 
prints, demolition estimates, and a dozen other items all small in 
themselves, he had so far spent or obligated himself to a total of 
$13,881.34, and not the rasp of one saw or the blow of one hammer 
had yet been heard on Bald Mountain. 

“Don’t act surprised when the children grow up to be ghttersnipes, 
hearing words like that in their own living room,” said Mrs, Blandings. 


E can fix up that old house,” said Mr. Simms, the new architect. 

“Of course we can. But it'll cost you as much as building a new 
house, or more, and you won’t have what you want. My advice, if 
you'll let me be frank, is to start afresh.” 

Starting afresh sounded to Mr. and Mrs. Blandings like what they 
wanted most in all the world to do. 

The Blandings’ had begun their home-building career with the 
assumption that they had $20,000 to spend. When the real-estate man 
had pointed out to them that $10,00 for land 
7" and the old house, plus $10,000 for “restora- 

tion” came to this precise figure, the logic and 
arithmetic had seemed very simple indeed. It 
was somewhat more clouded now, but not hope- 
lessly so—not hopelessly so by a long shot, 
Mr. Blandings kept saying to himself. Mani- 
festly, with some $14,000 invested so far, you 
fornotapenny _ couldn’t skimp on the building by putting up 
more than $850... » mere $6,000 bungalow. No—the house the 

Blandings’ would have to build was that 
$10,000 house they had in mind from the beginning. Prices were 
somewhat higher now, of course, so an adjusted figure would proba- 
bly be something nearer $12,500. That was the figure to shoot at any- 
way; it might come out a little on the high side, but still . . . And 
suppose it even turned out to be $15,000, when you included every- 
thing, as of course it wouldn’t . 

The Blandings’ began to sons their weekends in a rented cottage 
not far from their mountaintop, and Mr. Simms used to drop in on 
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them almost every Saturday or Sunday afternoon. He developed the 
really charming habit of bringing his drawing board, T square, and 
triangles along with him, and in the sweet vernal afternoons he and 
the Blandings’ would confer and plan together. Things went swim- 
mingly. Mr. Blandings had only one complaint. “Simms makes 
things too small,” he said. “I think he’s got wonderfully ingenious 
nee, SS Be, eee ene Cilng T Seat, elles An ae, eeaey. 
it’s to feel cramped.” 
To this criticism Mr. Simms replied that he was watching the 
cubage. The Blandings’ had never heard of cubage before; it was, 
2 Mr. Simms explained, merely the 
over-all cubic contents that the walls 
and roof enclosed, and a rough rule 
of thumb was to figure that the sort 
of house the Blandings’ wanted would 
cost about 45 to 50 cents a cubic foot. 
This sounded dirt cheap to Mr. and 
Mrs, Blandings, neither of whom were 
conscious of the traps held for the 
unwary by an exponential equation 





“It’s getting to look ra é 
¥ of no higher than the third power. 
——— =: ad Mr. Simms, they felt (and told him), 


was holding a little too tight a rein on 
the cubage, good fault though it was. Mr. Simms sighed a little. “It’s 
getting to look more like an $18,000 house every day,” he said to the 
Blandings’, who made noises of mild deprecation but did not pause 
for long. 

What the Blandings’ wanted was simple enough: a two-story house 
in quiet, modern good taste; frame and whitewashed brick veneer, to 
blend with the older architectural examples that dotted the hills about 
them. They wanted a -sized living room, a dining room, and 
kitchen on the first floor; four bedrooms and accompanying baths on 
the second; a roomy cellar, a good attic, plenty of closets, and a couple 
of nice porches. And that was all. 

The Blandings’ soon discovered they had overlooked the ser- 

vant problem. With thirty-one acres to look after, they’d have to 
have “a couple”—he to do the outdoor work, she to cook. To get 
them space for a small living room, bedroom, and bath off the 
kitchen called for some ingenuity, but Mr. Simms supplied it 
after adding twelve more feet to the house’s long dimension. 
Mrs. Blandings’ closet proposal (on which she would not retreat 
one inch) called for two per bedroom, one in every hallway, 
plus one broom closet, three kitchen closets, one closet for out- 
door clothes, one linen closet, one storage closet for wood, one 
storage closet for card tables, etc. Mr. Blandings specified a 
liquor closet, with spring lock. It all added up to twenty-four 
closets, and Mrs. Blandings would brook no counterproposals. 
(The closets alone were to account for just a little under 2,000 
cubic feet on Mr. Simms’s conscientious plans.) 

The Blandings’ watched their house grow on the drawing 
board with warmth and pride. A study for Mr. Blandings 
became necessary the instant an opportunity for it opened up. 
Mrs. Blandings put in for a small cubicle, off the master bed- 
room, which she referred to as a “sulking room”—something 
that could serve her either as a dressing room or tiny study. 
And it would be awfully nice to have a little place with a sink 
and shelves for vases to do her flower arranging, she thought. 
Mr. Blandings got the notion that a built-in bar off the living- 
room hall, scarcely larger than a closet and piped for cold 
water only, would add immeasurably to the house’s whole feel- 
ing of hospitality—and who was Mr. Simms, who liked a snort 
himself now and again, to dispute him? One day Mr. Simms 
said, “It’s beginning to look more like a $22,000 house than any- 
thing else,” and for the first time the word “mansion” was used 
in conversation—facetiously, of course. The plans progressed; 
the house grew. 
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R. John Tesavis, well driller, appeared one summer day on the 

Blandings acres with his rig, under contract ‘to drill a deep 
(“artesian,” in the usage of the community) well at $4 per foot for the 
first 300 feet, and $6 a foot thereafter, if necessary. Mr. Blandings 
was momentarily dismayed by the empiricism of selecting a well site 
(“I sinks she might as good go here as anywhere,” Mr. Tesavis had 
said, indicating a wide area that seemed no different from any other 
half acre on Bald Mountain), but once the work was in progress he 
would sit on the bank for hours in fascination as the rig lifted the 
500-pound steel drill-bit up three feet, let it down with a shattering 
slam, and instantly repeated its cycle. By the time Mr. Tesavis was 
down thirty feet the Blandings’ could tell when the rig was working 
even when they were three miles away: a faint concussion would 
shake the ground under their feet every time the drill took its pulveriz- 
ing bite. Mr. Tesavis was drilling through elemental rock. 

“There ought to be some better way,” Mr. Blandings moaned one 
night after Mr. Tesavis had announced that he was down 201 feet 
and his “string” was struck. Mrs. Blandings voiced regret that her 
husband had refused the services of a neighborhood dowser who had 
offered to pick an infallible well site by means of his forked apple- 
wood stick, on payment of $25. Mr. Blandings had summarily re- 
jected this suggestion and was now wondering if it might not have 
been worth $25 merely to have Mr. Blandings on the defensive in- 
stead of, as was again the miserable case, vice versa. But his spirits 
rebounded next day on the news that Mr. Tesavis had been able to 
free his string and had also encountered liquids; somewhere in the 
bowels of geology the drill had struck a fissure through which one- 
half gallon of water per minute was now flowing into the Blandings’ 
bore. This was far from the twenty gallons a minute that Mr. Bland- 
ings had always thought of as a desirable supply, but at least it kept 
down the cloud of pulverized rock in which Mr. Tesavis, unshakable 
as the Duke of Wellington at his nerve-racking task, had hitherto been 
working. 


T was apparent at last that the plans would soon be finished. 
Mr. Blandings, having missed several sessions between his 
wife and Mr. Simms, had fallen seriously behind the procession 
and had the uneasy feeling that his house was now beyond his 
control. He would discover his wife and his architect discussing 
in familiar terms the breezeway, of which he had never heard. 
Matters of cabinets, shelving, random-width floor boards, gutters 
dry wells, olive-knuckle butts, flues, muntins, mullions, tiles, 
shakes, ranges, pitches, and reveals came at him in unexpected 
ways and from unanticipated angles. 

There was a bathroom on the second floor right over the front 
entrance to the house, and although Mr. Blandings was willing 
to accept this as part of the same cosmic plan that had put the 
rock under Mr. Tesavis, Mrs. Blandings fought it like a tigress, 
and more than once embarrassed Mr. Blandings by the vividness 
with which she embodied her objections. Eventually, Mr. Simms 
got the bathroom established in the rear, but if Mrs. Blandings 
had won a battle, history might still assess that here she had 
lost the war: the house length grew by four feet. 

“I sometimes wonder if you people know what you're heading 
into,” Mr. Simms said one night as he packed up to go home, 
but he and the Blandings’ were in a relaxed mood, with high- 
balls in their hands. It was a bad evening for warnings, any- 
way: a little earlier, Mr. Tesavis had run crash into eight gallons 
of water at 297 feet and had telephoned the joyful news. 

“When we build, let us think that we build for ever,” John 
Ruskin once wrote. Mr. Blandings held a similar view. The 
curse of America was jerry-building, he was eloquent in saying, 
and the Blandings house bore out the philosophies of quality 
and permanence. The floors were to be oak, the waterlines red 
brass; the plumbing fixtures did not bear the tradename Sphinx 
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for nothing; the incombustible shingles were the same as those devel- 
oped to meet Mr. Rockefeller’s wishes for the restoration of Williams- 
burg; the hardware was to be supplied by the nearest thing to 
Benvenuto Cellini in Connecticut. 

When Mr. Simms, after going into a monastic seclusion for three 
weeks, emerged again, it was with a set of drawings and specifications 
that floored the Blandings’ flat: the simple plans and elevations that 
they had seen grow on the drafting board were superseded now by 
section drawings, framing plans, wiring diagrams, and detail sheets; 
everything had become so dense with dimensions as to be undecipher- 
able except to experts. There was also a set of specifications the thick- 
ness of a Chicago telephone directory. It was time to ask for bids. 


Rk. Blandings now felt it appropriate to consult Mr. Anson Dol- 
liver, the President of the local First National Bank, about bor- 
rowing some money. Mr. Blandings had had the foresight, a year 
earlier, to open a checking account in Mr. Dolliver’s bank and to keep 
his balance at a level he was sure a country bank would consider opu- 
lent. Mr. Dolliver had been cordiality itself. “If we can.ever help 
you out, up there on the hill,” he had said, “just let us know.” Now 
that at last. Mr. Blandings was ready to apply for some mortgage 
money at Mr. Dolliver’s bank, he. envisioned cordiality in the ex- 
treme, the proffer of a fine cigar, the suggestion of a leisurely lunch 
at the tavern on the Green, and an open line of credit at a nominal 
rate. 


What he encountered was nothing like that at all. As Mr. Bland- 


ings stated his readiness to contract a loan, Mr. Dolliver ‘bit off the 


end of a cigar for himself and spat daintily in Mr. Blandings’ direc- 
tion but proffered nothing. “Why, great grief,” he.said, as if he had 
been asked to do somebody’s laundry, “we're loaned full’ up to our 
legal limit right now. Love to help you out,’ but... .”° He left the 
sentence unfinished. Then he added, listlessly, “My brother’s the 
President of the savings bank across the hall. He might be able to 
do something for you, although of course I couldn’t know for sure. . .” 

Mr. Blandings had three separate conversations with the savings- 
bank brother, at the end of which the second-string Dolliver admitted 
that there might be circumstances under which he would make Mr. 
Blandings a $10,000 mortgage loan at 6 per cent. Feeling like Lord 
Keynes at the end of a tough mission, Mr. Blandings said that he had 
hoped for more money at less rate, and Mr. Dolliver responded with a 
concise lecture on the risks of rural real estate that Mr. Blandings 
wished he had been able to think up by himself a year ago. So Mr. 
Blandings contented himself by wondering aloud how soon he might 
have Mr. Dolliver’s accommodation, since his bids were aout due 
and he hoped to begin breaking ground very soon. 

Mr. Dolliver snapped forward in his chair. “You want this money 
for construction?” he asked, in a tone that made Mr. Blandings feel 
that he had sought a criminal abortion from an archbishop. Mr. 
Blandings said he did. He tried to make his voicé firm, but in spite 
of his strongest efforts a tremulous harmonic crept into it. 

“You've had me at a misapprehension,” said Mr. Dolliver. “This 
bank never makes construction loans. If that’s your situation and 
you have some government bonds, I think my brother in the com- 
mercial bank across the hall could work out something very satis- 
factory for you.” 

Mr. Blandings at this point discontinued negotiations with both 
Dolliver brothers and closed out his checking account. It had not 
been pleasant to deal with the Dollivers and their banks, but Mr. 
Blandings was at least able to congratulate himself that here was one 
episode in his building experience that had not cost him any money. 
He merely did not have his loan. 


R. Simms arrived on a Saturday morning, looking a little con- 
stricted about the mouth, but brisk. “We've got all our bids,” 
he said. “I’ve summarized them on the top sheet.” 


Mr, Blandings opened the manila fold- 
er, and leaped upward as from a bayonet 
thrust through the chair bottom. 

“Jesus H. Mahogany Christ!” cried 
Mr. Blandings, and let the folder slip 
from his grasp. Mrs. Blandings, who had 
had her second child without anesthesia 
on the grounds that she did not wish to 
miss the experience, picked up the sheets 
as they slithered on the floor. She bent 
_ @ level gaze on them and read: 
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“There are a couple of things to be noted from this,” said Mr. 
Simms, speaking in an even, level, slightly rapid voice. “In the first 
‘place, Julius Akimbo obviously doesn’t want the job or he wouldn’t 
have put in any round-figured bid that size. As for that bid from 
Zack, Tophet & Payne I wouldn’t touch it with a ten-foot pole. They 
have a reputation for bidding low and then loading on the extras. 
That sort of gives us three to choose between. They're all good build- 
ers; John Retch is as good as any, and with that low figure I don’t 
think you'll go wrong on him. Even so, we'll have to cut some costs.” 

This, Mr. Blandings thought in a blurred way, was putting it mildly. 


The cost-cutting job began then and there. What Mr. Blandings now 
. discovered was that you could cut the cost of a $31,000 house some- 


what, but there is no way on earth of cutting a $31,000 house to $21,- 
000, to say nothing of anything lower. There were some things that 
were irremediable; it was no longer possible to shrink the house even 
by the process of restoring the fatal bathroom to its flaunting posi- 
tion over the front door. Too much else had altered in the m 

and you could no more reverse the growth process of the ‘house than 
you could shrink an adolescent back into last year’s clothes by denying 
him food. ° 

But there were, of course, some things to be done. The house couk! 
not be abandoned. Although Mr. Simms had never spoken of monev 
and seemed wholly content to go on helping the Blandings’ build their 
house forever, Mr. Blandings was aware that the standard architect’s 
fee, according to the procedures of the American Institute of Archi- 
tects, to which Mr. Simms belonged, was 10 per cent of the cost of the 
house—and God knows that if anyone had ever earned $3,100, it was 
Mr. Simms. With that obligation outstanding there was simply no 
turning back: the house must be built. As the deflation progressed, 
bronze casement windows changed to steel of the lightest cross section 
made. Red brass piping became gal- 
vanized iron. A whole flagged terrace 
tions came down in the world. The 
house would now be insulated only to 
the eaves— and to hell with having a 
cool attic in summer. The plumbing 
fixtures became notably less Pom- 
peian. 

Even so, it was slow, dispiriting 
work. It depressed Mr. Blandings 
deeply to observe that the elimination 
of the big flagged terrace, on which 
he had already, in anticipation, had a 
few delicious drinks, saved him, on 
Mr. Retch’s figures, only $172.50. 
“If I was adding the terrace it wouldn’t cost me a cent less than $700,” 

(Continued on page 130) 
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He could not find the villain 
because 


everyone was a villain. . . 
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SIX UNION PROGEGTS eireroronns st biting eves stn 


In recent years the trade union has become an increas- 
ingly important client of the building industry. Spot- 
lighted’ by the six union buildings presented on these 
pages, this trend is inspired by three factors: 1) war- 
time expansion of employ has swelled union mem- 
bership and bank rolls, created a need for larger office 
space and provided a means of paying for it. 2) Meta- 
morphosis of the trade union from a mere protective 
agency to a combination business-social organization 
and its realization of the benefits of good public relations 
have called for recreational facilities in union head- 
quarters as well as the usual office space. 3) High rents 
have prompted unions to cancel their leases in favor 
of the purchase and modernization of larger quarters 
or the construction of new buildings. 

The old-line union headquarters is merely the seat of 
the higher union officials. As the scale of officialdom 
goes up, the headquarters becomes more luxurious in 
the traditional sense, but the space remains small and 
off-limits for the rank and file: .On the other hand, the 
newer, more socially -pr ive unions, most of them 
affiliates of the CIO, ¢ more to the dues payers. 
While they too appreciate the importance of providing 
their officials with attractive offices wherein to impress 
the business men with whom they negotiate, they have 
also found it good business te provide their members 
with attractive meeting places, educational facilities 
and recreational equipment. These unions look upon 
their headquarters as something more than an inner 
sanctum with a hole in the wall for the payment of dues. 
And, needless to say, the dues payers approve. 

Seemingly modern, this conception of a union head- 
quarters is actually new only to the U.S.—most Euro- 
pean cities have large trade union halls which house 
the business offices of all local unions and serve as club 
houses for their constituents. In broad outline, this 
European pattern seems to be the goal toward which 
U.S. unions are moving. Thus, after a detailed survey 
of the quarters and habits of its affiliates, the C1O’s 
Industrial Council of New York City has concluded that 
its many locals could save-much on separate office 
rentals and the frequent rental of various meeting halls 
if provided with a central building or groups of build- 
ings with sufficient facilities to meet all their require- 
ments. For this purpose the Council plans to construct 
at least one such trade union center—perhaps three, 
one each for Manhattan, Brooklyn and the Bronx. 

Similar plans on a correspondingly smaller scale are 
afoot in other cities. The National Maritime Union, 
whose New York City building is presented on these 
pages, proposes to build similar projects in every major 
U. S. sea, river and lake port—some 40 cities. 

Chances are that when these plans crystallize, the 
buildings will be of contemporary design. Progressive 
unions favor up-to-date design. Moreover, as long as 
unions must devote most of their funds to organizational 
campaigns and their fight for permanent establishment, 
their limited building budgets will permit the construc- 
tion of only simple functional buildings. 
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END WALLS OF LOBBY ARE DECORATED WITH SYMBOLIC MARINE FRESCG 
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MARITIME UNION remodels group of derelict buildings into efficient national and local headquarters. 


POMERANCE & BREINES, Architects 

I. HELLERMAN, Structural Engineer 
SHEPPARD POLLAK, General Contractor 
HUGO GELLERT, Lobby Murals 
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Wartime expansion of the Merchant Marine demanded that the National 
Maritime Union also expand its facilities in the country’s largest port, New 
York City. Increased space was required for the hiring and shipping of sea- 
men and for the provision of recreational and welfare activities for seamen 
temporarily “on the beach”. Coupled with the urgency of the need, war- 
time building and materia! restrictions forced NMU to remodel rather than 
build. For this purpose the union acquired an old six-story telephone ex- 
change building, the adjacent two-story garage and several old tenements. 
The architects were given a program whose major requirements were that 
walls and floors be finished to withstand severe use, that there be strict econo- 
mies in materials and costs and that consolidation and modernization of the 
buildings be completed with utmost speed. These limitations are reflected 
in the minimum refurbishing of exterior surfaces (left) and the simplicity 
of the lobby (below). 

Headquarters of NMU’s national organization as well as the New York 
City local, the project provides for varied activities, as indicated by the plans 
and photographs on the following page. Biggest room is the shipping-board 
hall where available jobs are posted on a huge chart and announced over a 
loud speaker system. Capable of handling'3,000 seamen per day, the hall is 
equipped as a lounge where men may relax and listen to music between loud 
speaker announcements. Other recreational facilities include game rooms, 
bar, small stage, library, book shop, class rooms and provision for art ex- 
hibitions. The top floor provides executives’ offices and a council room. 






HANDSOME LOBBY IS INDIRECTLY LIGHTED FROM ‘CEILING TROUGH AND DURABLY FINISHED WITH TILED WALLS AND TERRAZZO FLOOR 
. ee ‘ Pose ‘ *. a ee ns ey ita ce Ae hn 
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COUNCIL ROOM on sixth floor is simply but impressively finished 
with plywood walis, suspended acoustical tile ceiling. 


— 


noel reorag og depicting Maritime 
Union’s presen sy erage i its sallors’ art. 


SHIPPING HALL in remodeled garage features huge help-wanted 
board where jobs are posted for benefit of waiting seamen. 
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WEW BUILDING at rear of NMU 
project provides space for the ac- 
tivities of the port agent, for stor- 
age and for the handling of the 
union’s large volume of mail. 
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rearranges a mansion, preserves its elegance. 


Tired of paying rent, the United Electrical, Radio and 
Machine Workers acquired-an ornate old mansion on 
New York City’s Slst St. for their national headquar- 
ters. To save money and t6 preserve the mansion’s 
elaborate atmosphere, union officials decided.to remodel 
the building rather than modernize it. Thus, the ar- 
chitect’s requirements were merely to convert the pa- 
latial residence into a building which would provide of- 
fice space where top union officials could direct the 
activities of its 600,000 membership and a board room 
where delegations from locals or business management 
could assemble with union officials. 

First floor alterations were limited to rearrangement 
of the stairs to the rear office. Upstairs, gypsum block 
and plaster partitions were used to create a lavatory 
and office in the center of the building. Existing ma- 
terials were used to the utmost; wood paneling was 
shifted from one room to another, and a mirror and a 
marble mantel were moved from the first floor rear 
office to the second floor board room’ .(photograph, 
right). Office ceilings were sound-conditioned with 
acoustical tile. Floors which were in poor condition 
were refinished in asphalt tile over a one-half inch layer 


of mastic. Although the elaborate moldings were ‘te-. - 


moved from some of the walls, the rich ornamentation 
of the board room was left intact. The entrance lobby 


was not touched, and the ponderous marble staircase. 
was left to remind the building’s occupants of the man-° . — 


sion it used to be. 


JULES KORCHEIN, Architect 
GELCO BUILDERS, General Contractor 
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SECOND FLOOR STAIR- 
CASE TYPIFIES STATE 
OF ORIGINAL BUILDING . 











balld “Marble Palace” around structure of commercial eyesore. 


Referred to locally as the “Marble Palace”, this expertly remodeled building 
is the home of AFL’s Brotherhood of Boilermakers, Iron Ship Builders and 
Helpers, Subordinate Lodge No. 72. It was completed in 1943 when the 
Portland, Ore. organization was reported to be one of the largest and wealthiest 
locals in the country—60,000 members and $1442 million in the bank. Re- 
flecting the latter statistic is the fact that no restrictions were placed on the 
architect in his use of materials. Maple, marble and glass finish the interior, 
and a curtain of granite, marble and glass was hung on the building’s original 
structure on the street facade. Since the building is completely air condi- 
tioned, there is no need for movable sash. A glass block wall lights the first 
floor, and the fixed two-story windows of opaque glass light the second floor 
auditorium and the balcony above it. 

Major structural change was the replacement of the wood posts in the 
basement with pipe columns which now flank the three pairs of attractively 
designed bowling alleys. Projecting under the sidewalk, the basement also 
provides space for bleechers, wash rooms, lockers, a soda fountain. 

Circulation within the building is controlled by its two front entrances 
and the numerous staircases. The main entrance leads to a lobby where dues 
are paid at bank-like cages. Under the same canopy is a separate stairway 
entrance to the second floor hall or auditorium. Less prominent, the right- 
hand entrance provides access to the first floor meeting hall and, via stairs, 
to the bowling alleys below and to the auditorium above. 

Including $45,000 for the original building, the project is reported to have 
cost a total of $269,000. 






















































































ORIGINAL BUILDING WAS COMPRISED OF STORES AND LOFTS 














PIETRO BELLUSCHI, Architect 

MILES K. COOPER, Consulting Mechanical Engineer 

J. DONALD KROEKER, Consulting Heating and Ventilating Engineer 
GEORGE PETTINGELL, Consulting Electrical Engineer | 
JOSEPH H. ANDERSON. General Contractor 
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NEW FACADE OF BOILERMAKERS’ BUILDING IS GRANITE VENEER AND GLASS WITH MARBLE WALL ACCENTUATING MAIN ENTRANCE 


OFFICE WORKERS add bookshop to headquarters. 


This new book shop has been built into the New 
York City headquarters of the CIO’s United 
Office and Professional Workers of America and 
is an example of the growing trend toward the 
provision of recreational and educational space 
in union buildings. Located at the front of the 
building’s first floor, the shop is accessible to 
the street and the union’s assembly room. Its 
purpose is to provide an opportunity for rank and 
file members to ayail themselves of the latest 
reading material on union activities and progres- 
sive affairs as well as current and classic litera- 
ture. It also makes the building more than a place 
for union meetings and the payment of dues. 
Like the building, the book shop is union-owned. 
Layout of the furniture is such that an unob- 
structed view of all parts of the shop is obtained 
from the cashier’s corner. Shelves are plywood; 
exposed vertical surfaces are limed oak. Counter 
tops are gray linoleum. Sloping displays are pro- 
vided for pamphlets, newspapers and other items 
which are too thin to stand vertically on shelves. 


JULES KORCHIEN, Architect GUILD BOOK CENTER FOR OFFICE WORKERS IS LAID OUT FOR ONE-MA 





RADIO OPERATORS convert drab assembly room inte comfortable lounge. 





BEFORE REMODELING ROOM ‘Was CHEERLESS 
" & 





This room is a lounge where members uf the New York 
COMMUNICATIONS WORKERS’ REDECORATED LOUNGE 1S BRIGHT. COMFORTABLE City Marine Division of the American Communications 
Assn. may spend their time while awaiting telephone advice 
as to available new assignments. The architect’s require- 
ment was primarily one of redecoration. New construction 
was limited to built-in walnut furniture, the application of 
fiame-proofed red and blue bands of burlap to one wall 
and the substitution of a 2 inch rope for the old chair rail. 
Furniture is of birch; chairs are covered with leather. 


JULES KORCHIEN. Architect 





WAREHOUSE WORKERS expand educational facilities with an inside bookshop. 


GLASS PARTITION OPENS WAREHOUSE UNION BOOKSHOP TO ASSEMBLY AREA Named for Local No. 65 of the Warehouse Workers Union, 


whose offices are located in the same building with those 
of several other unions, Club 65 Bookshop is entered from 
the building’s assembly floor, is not accessible from the 
street. A large partition with pine framing and glazed 
doors opens the shop to the inside and permits it to be 
closed off and locked when not attended. Above the leve} 
of the door tops, the partition is comprised of an open frame 
painted green. Furniture is finished in limed oak; counter 
tops are yellow linoleum. 


JULES KORCHIEN, Architect 
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BUILT Right 









PRICED Right 


Ask the men who know—architects, builders, 
owners—what they think of Ro-Way Over- 

head Type Doors. They'll tell you, as they've 
told us in dozens of enthusiastic, unsolicited letters, 
that Ro-Way Doors are :.. 









* BUILT Right. From door panels to springs. Built 


right in Ro-Way’s own plant. Built right—for rugged service. 
 ¢ DESIGNED Right. The only doors designed 
to give you all 5 of these extra-quality features that insure * PRICED Right. Ro-Way’s efficient “produc- 


extra-long, trouble-free service: tion line” method of construction gives all these extra « 
1. FRICTION-REDUCING TRACK values without extra cost. 
2. “DOUBLE-THICK-TREAD” BALL BEARING Dependable Re-Wey eales end intelation service 
TRACK ROLLERS available all over America 
3. “TAILOR-MADE” POWER SPRINGS SEE OUR CATALOG IN SWEETS 
4. “CROW'S-FOOT” OUTER BEARING SUPPORT THE MODERN DOOR 
5. PARKERIZED RUSTPROOF HARDWARE FOR THIS MODERN AGE 


ROWE MANUFACTURING CO. 


905 Holton Street ° Galesburg, lilinols, U. S. A. 
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Alberene Stone Treads and Landings, ag em! px Naongd School, Wasbington, D. C., Nathan 


ALBERENE STONE TREADS 


For more than 40 years Alberene Stone has been the 
choice for treads, platforms and floors subject to severe 
daily use in schools, hospitals and public buildings. Its 
natural highly-toothed surface is safe, wet or dry. The 
selected, extremely hard Tread Stock meets every re- 
quirement of durability, upkeep and appearance. 

The regular grade Alberene Stone is equally popular 
for toilet and shower compartments. Tongue-and- 
groove interlocking construction produces liquid-tight 
joints. Its light, blue-gray color is harmonious and the 
stone is close-grained and practically non-absorbent and 
non-staining. For complete data and samples please 
address Alberene Stone Corporation of Virginia, 
419 — 4th Ave., New York 16, N. Y. Quarries and Mills 
at Schuyler, Virginia. Sales Offices in principal cities. 


ALBERENE STONE 


THE NATURAL STONE OF DIVERSiriED UTILITY 
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MR. BLANDINGS’ CASTLE 








said Mr. Blandings savagely. But he said it to himself, for he 
no longer had anyone to talk to. He was being cheated, he 
was being bilked, he was being made a fool of, but he could 
not find the villain because everyone was a villain—his wife, 
Mr. Simms, the local bank, John Retch and his burly, ugly, 
insolent sons, Mr. Funkhauser, Mr. Appolonio, Ephemus Hal- 
leck, and the real-estate man—all, all had made him the butt 
and victim of a huge conspiracy, clever and cruel. 

“There!” he heard Mrs. Blandings saying to Mr. Simms a 
fortnight later. “We’ve got Mr. Retch’s figures down to 
$26,991.17. That’s more like it.” 

“What's more like what?” snarled Mr. Blandings. 

“T think we've pared it down as far as it will go,” said Mr. 
Simms tactfully. “It’s more money than you started out to 
spend, but you’re getting a fine house. Retch is an honest 
builder, and that’s about what your house will cost you if 
you don’t start getting into extras with him.” 

With one voice Mr. and Mrs. Blandings assured Mr. Simms 
that there would be no extras. Far, far off in outer space, the 
Gods of Residential Construction offered a chirruping laugh. 


Rr. Blandings’ ego, scarred by forces too vast to identify, 
was powerfully restored a week later on his visit to the 
big, impressive savings bank in the industrial city of Seagate. 
Thither Mr. Blandings and his friend and attorney Bill Cole 
had gone to seek the mortgage that had come to naught with 
the local banks. In no more than an hour’s conversation the 
bank agreed to advance Mr. Blandings $18,000 at 5 per cent, 
the loan to be amortized over twenty years, anticipation of re- 
payments permitted. (That left plenty for Mr. Blandings to 
raise by other means, but he knew where he could hock the 
stock he held in his own company.) And, of course, it would 
be a construction loan; Mr. Blandings could have a wad of 
cash as soon as the bank’s title attorneys completed their 
search on the old Halleck property. 

This last puzzled Mr. Blandings but did not disturb him. 
“I thought we’d done that,” he said to Bill Cole as they left 
the bank together. “What did I pay old Judge Quondam $125 
for when I bought the property from Halleck originally?” 

Bill Cole explained that that had been a title search, all 
right. “It would have satisfied the local bank if you’d been 
able to do business with them,” he said. “But Seagate-Pro- 
letarian has $5 million out in mortgages in a hundred com- 
munities besides yours, and they have to have their own guar- 
antees and satisfactions, naturally. It won’t amount to much. 
Their title attorneys are Barratry, Lynch & Replevin; they'll 
soak you $200 but it'll be worth it to have their stamp of ap- 
proval. Mostly they'll just send a man up to check old Judge 
Quondam and his county records.” 

“Old Judge Quondam died last spring,” said Mr. Bland- 
ings. “The whole town closed down the afternoon of his 
funeral.” 

“Oh,” said Bill, and then, after a pause, “Well, he didn’t 
take his records with him, I guess.” 


O N a crisp autumn morning the steam shovel arrived. Mr. 
and Mrs. Blandings, Mr. Simms, and John Retch him- 
self were present for the ground breaking, and Mrs. Bland- 
ings was delighted with the rugged honesty and great good 
humor of Mr. Retch—“A rough diamond with a heart of 

(Continued on page 132) 
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1 Built Picture 


Whether you plan custom-built or prefab housing, you can pro- 
vide a better, quicker insulation job by specifying KIMSUL. For 
KIMSUL is a scientifically designed, many-layer blanket, pre-stitched 
to a tough, water-proof cover . . . made to assure simple instal- 
lation, permanent satisfaction. Delivered compressed to 1/Sth 
its installed bulk, KIMSUL minimizes handling. Expanded on 
the job, it quickly provides thorough, positive insulation cov- 


* erage of uniform density and thickness. 


Check these points of KIMSUL superiority 


1. Efficient: “K” factor—0.27. Average coefficient of sound 
absorption for Double Thick KIMSUL—0.67. 


2. Resistant to fire, moisture, fungus and vermin. Termite-proof. 


and here’s why KIMSUL' 
INSULATION has an important 
place in your buliting. j 


3. Permanent insulation—won't sag, shift or settle. 


4. Flexible, easy to fit around pipes or obstructions. No waste- 
—trimmed-off pieces may be used for calking. 


5. Standard widths to fit between joists, studs or rafters, and 
in- giant widths for prefabrication. Three thicknesses: Com- 
mercial Thick (about 44”), Standard Thick (about 1”) and 
Double Thick (about 2”). 


6. Light in weight. ." 
7. Clean, non-irritating, odorless, 


8. Tops in quality and performance, low in cost. 





For complete technical data 
on KIMSUL Insulation, reter to Sweet's 1946 Catalog or 
write to Kimberly-Clark Corporation, Neenah, Wisconsin 





*KIMSUL (trade-mark) means Kinrberly-Clark Insulation — 
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ELIMINATE SIDE THRUST 
AND WEAR 


Doors of Weisart flush compartments swing de- 
pendably— year in, year out—on Weis Universal 
Gravity hinges. Examine the photographs at the 
left and you'll see the principle of construction 
which removes the cause of trouble, insuring 
lasting satisfactory service. 


The ball bearing roller is so mounted on the 
pintle that in operation geometrical continuity 
of contact is maintained between the roller and 
its race; thus side thrusts and wear are eliminated. 
Ball bearing roller and race are of case hardened 
steel. These, with the pintle, are cadmium plated. 
All interior working parts are available in stainless 
steel, optional, at an extra charge. 


Developed by Weis, this hinge is standard equip- 
ment on Weisart—the flush compartments which 
meet the highest standards of structural quality, 
sanitation and fine modern appearance. Write for 
details and specifications, without obligation. 


1. Case 5a.-5b. Bronze oll-impreg- 

2. Pintle nated roller bushing 

3. Ball bearing 6. Adjusting connector 
roller assembly 7. Adjusting aut 


4. Race or Cam 


WEISART BUILDING, ELKHART, INDIANA 
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gold,” she said afterward. Mrs. Blandings was also happy 
that Mr. Blandings seemed himself again, as indeed he was. 
Any man who can raise $18,000 in an hour’s conversation witb 
one of the biggest savings banks in the East has certainly no 
call to be so jumpy about finances as Mr. Blandings could 
now see, looking back on it all, he had permitted himself to 
become. The $10,000-odd he would have to borrow on his 
company stock was just about the net of his burden—that was 
one way of looking at it. Everything else had been cash he 
would have spent on something else if it hadn’t been for the 
house: something silly, probably, and certainly not with al) 
the solid permanence of a home for his wife and children, 
forever. As for the mortgage, that was the bank’s worry. not 
his; they were going to get 5 per cent for their worrying, and 
if they were satisfied, so was he. Interest would be $900 the 
first-year, but it would go down as he amortized his loan, and 
that was pretty piffling when you considered it as the rent on 
a twelve-room house . . . 

“I wonder why the steam shovel isn’t working,” said Mrs. 
Blandings. It had been over an hour now since they had last 
heard its snortings come drifting down the hill. 

“He’s been at it five hours,” said Mr. Blandings, speaking 
of the villianous-looking man who had turned out to be the 
excavating subcontractor. “Let’s see what things look like.” 

Hand in hand, the Blandings’, like happy children, climbed 
the hill—their hill, as Mrs. Blandings put it. On the summit 
Mr. Attilio Campobasso’s steam shovel rested unevenly on its 
treads. From the south portion of the staked-out ground it 
had dug a hole, gratifyingly sharp, that went down six feet 
at the edges. Toward the north end the excavation was ragged 
and uneven, and while the shovel operator sat in his cab and 
smoked, three men with hand shovels were at work with the 
earth. The noise that came forth from their instruments was 
the same sort of noise you heard in the morning when a light 
fall of snow was being scraped from the city pavement. As 
they worked, Mr. and Mrs. Blandings could see growing the 
outlines of what appeared to be a mammoth, ossified whale. 

“Looka that,” said Mr. Campobasso, in disgusted elation. 

“Boulder?” asked Mr. Blandings. 

“Boulder!” said Campobasso, uttering an unmusical laugh. 
“Atsa no boulder. Atsa ledge. We go home now, come back 
next week, start blasting, keep on blasting plenty, yes sir. 
One thing you never got to worry your house settle any, sitting 
on granite, no sir.” 

When he got back to his fireside, Mr. Blandings looked up 
Mr. Retch’s estimates on excavation. The job was to be done 
for $500 flat, except for the proviso, “If rock is encountered, 


removal by blasting at $0.24 per cubic foot.” It had not 


seemed much, but the nature of cubic equations had once be- 
fore eluded Mr. Blandings. This time he put pencil to paper 
to discover. that an excavation sixty feet long, twenty-eight 
feet wide, and six feet deep contains 10,080 cubic feet. 

Mr. Blandings was just beginning to wonder what sizable 
fraction of this figure should be multiplied by $0.24 when the 
phone rang. With a leaden hand Mr. Blandings placed the 
receiver at an ear that did not wish to hear. Bill Cole’s voice 
greeted him with what Mr. Blandings instantly knew to be 
false cheer. 

“I don’t want you to fly off the handle, Jim,” Bill’s voice 
said, “but there’s a little hitch.” 

“What kind of hitch?” Mr. Blandings heard himself ask. 


(Continued on page 134) 
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The JEWEL 
Magnificent all-brass Colonial 
chime—with a touch of the mod- 
ern. Two tones, front door—one 
tone, rear. 7 inches wide, 9 inches 
high. With matching push button, 

(approx.) $8.95, list. 


The TIME-CHIME 


Combination Telechron electric 

kitchen clock and 2-door NuTone é 

Chime. 9-inch-square, all-chrome ° 
cover. List (approx.) $12.95. 












Easier to recommend. You never need “sell” NuTone 
Chimes to your clients. They are preferred—a preference 
that has made NuTone the world’s largest maket of door 
chimes. ‘ 


A complete line. NuTone offers a wide range of models to 
suit every need and purse. From compact kitchen chimes 
listing at $3.50 to luxuriant hall-clock, door-chime com- 
binations at $49.95. 


Easier to work with. You can choose from a variety of styles 
that match any type of interior construction and finish— 
from sleek ultra-modern to classic period designs. 


More dependable. You avoid embarrassing failures. 
NuTone Chimes are precision built . . . with dust-protected, 
lifetime working parts and durable plastic, brass, and steel 


exteriors. 
Easy to install. Even easier if you provide for chime wiring 
Nhe during construction. A power unit on most 





NuTone models makes servicing a cinch. 


For details on the door chimes that offer you the most 
advantages—that are the kind most people want—address 
your nearest NuTone office. NwTone, Incorporated, Mer- 
chandise Mart, Chicago 54; 200 Fifth Ave., New York 10; 931 
East 31st St., Los Angeles 11.3 or Terminal Sales Bldg., Seattle. 


SYMPHONIC 


New! The only compact 
(14% inches high) eight- 
tone Westminster door 
chime! Unequalled in 
beauty and tone... never 
approached in price, 
(approx.) $24.95, list. 





CHIMES 
KER OF DOOR 
LARGEST MA . 


WORLD'S 
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USE WOLMANIZED LUMBER™ 


Why? Because this lumber, impregnated with Wolman 
Salts* preservative by pressure treatment, will give 
you more ‘years of service in places where rot- 
ing moisture is present. 
It is recommended for use in structures exposed to: 
1 Moisture in artificially humidified buildings. 
2 Steam and vapor from ind 





- 


3 Condensed water vapor in walls, floors and 
ceilings of refrigerated buildings. 


4 Soil moisture and rai . held in joints, etc., 
of outdoor structures. 


5 Moist d d by te or 'y: 


When you buy treated lumber, remember to specify 
pr . it's the only dependable kind! 


















CREOSOTING 


FLAMEPROOFING 
1647 McCORMICK BUILDING, CHICAGO 4, ILLINOIS 
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. 


“T’'ve just béen talking to Barratry, Lynch’s man, Joe Pugh, 
who’s doing your legal job for the bank,” said Bill Cole, be- 
coming almost aggressively hearty. 

“And so what?” said Mr. Blandings. 

“There’s a flaw in the title,” said Mr. Blandings’ attorney. 


EXCERPTS FROM MRS. BLANDINGS’ DIARY: 


October 7 

Jim’s cold not any better. He has spent 
a miserable three days in bed, with more 
hot toddies than I think warranted. Mr. 
Campobasso’s blasting foreman wanted to 
know if we had liability insurance: a sharp 
piece of rock apparently fell on one of old 
Mr. Lange’s chickens half a mile down the 
road, and he was very nasty about it. Blast- 
ing probably to go on another two weeks, 
at least. Mr. C.’s foreman says the way the 
ledge is tilted (right?) almost straight up 
makes it impossible to get rock out even 
with picks and shovels even after the blast 
has gone off. Nervous headache. 





Liability 
Insurance? 


October 10 
I don’t understand trouble over the title, and I don’t think 
Bill Cole does either. The title lawyers say they have nothing 
to show them that Mr. Halleck was entitled to act as the ad- 
ministrator of his father’s estate, from which it seems we 
bought, not from Mr. Halleck himself. Mr. Dolliver at First 
National Bank was gleeful when he bumped into me this 
morning, said anybody but a dumb city bank would know that 
of course Ephemus was his father’s administrator, and had 
always “been so accepted” since the old man died in 1922. 
It would all never have happened if we'd done business with 
him, he said. Blatherskite! The law firm wants Mr. Halleck 
to post a $10,000 bond to guarantee his “performance as ad- 
ministrator,” before we get our loan, but he won’t. He doesn’t 

speak to us any more when we meet him, I don’t know why. 


October 22 

Mr. Retch asked for some money today, and I guess he’s 
entitled to it. He got Campobasso to compromise his blasting 
bill at a flat $1,900! A nasty man, if I ever saw one. Jim put 
up most of his Amalgamated stock to borrow $15,000 to tide 
us over until the bank loan comes through. We have to get 
something called a “waiver of lien” from every one of Mr. 
Retch’s subcontractors before the bank gives us a penny, and 


_ there must be at least twenty of them! The subcontractors 


have to promise the bank they won’t sue us if we don’t pay 
their bills. Silly! Why shouldn’t they? 


November 4 
It would freeze in November so hard the concrete man can’t 
pour any forms for the cellar walls! No work on the house for 
the last eight days at all, but a man came around and wanted 
to sell us a tennis court this afternoon. There were also three 
tree salesmen on the premises. I didn’t know trees had 
salesmen. : 


November 9 
The men started pouring concrete for the cellar walls 
today, but when Mr. Simms saw what they were doing he 
stopped them and tried to get Mr. Retch on the phone. They 


(Continued on page 136) 
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Reproduced from the Kohler Exhibit at the National Builders Exposi 





A satisfaction to home-owners... 
KOHLER quality in the bathroom 


Eaprets-cwwans are. aware of the 
importance of excellence in their 
plumbing facilities—as a sanitary safe- 
guard and a sound investment. The 
recognized quality of Kohler fixtures 
and fittings inspires their confidence. 
Kohler quality includes the beauty of 
clean-cut lines and proportions; the 
reliability of strong, precision-made 
working parts; and the lasting service- 
ability assured by fine workmanship 
and materials. Kohler plumbing is 
a satisfaction to those who buy or 
rent, as well as those -who build or 
remodel. 


The arrangement shown above in- 


cludes the Cosmopolitan Bench Bath 
made of rigid, durable enameled cast 
iron, with the Triton shower mixer; 
the Hampton enameled cast iron shelf 
lavatory with built-in fittings; and the 
close-coupled Wellworth closet, with 
smooth quiet action. 

The high quality which the name 
Kohler has signified for 73 years is 
safeguarded by the unity of supervision 
which is made possible by concentrat- 
ing Kohler production in one great 
plant. Write for whatever information 
you need on Kohler products now avail- 
able. Kohler Co., Dept. 5-AF, Kohler, 
Wisconsin. Established 1873. 





freedom of movement, and roomy, easily 
accessible storage facilities. 


KOHLER or KOHLER - 


PLUMBING FIXTURES AND FITTINGS - HEATING EQUIPMENT 


° ELECTRIC PLANTS 
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mis WINKLER 
PAYS 42% 


ON THE INVESTMENT 




















The famous Winkler 
fully automatic “‘In- 
ter-Plan”’ Drive typifies 
the advanced engi- 
neering and rugged 
construction of the 
entire stoker. 










What better proof of Winkler Stoker economy and 
dependability could be offered than the following 
, letter from an actual user: 


“The Model 20 Winkler Stoker inscalled in 1943 has almost paid 
for itself in the first two years of operation. 
“Our records show that this stoker is saving one ton of coal every 
On a anes 0 pentiy emetne of 06, ene of cal. At current 
prices this represents a return of around $365.00 per year, or a 
return of 42% on our investment in the stoker. 
“Naturally such a record is extremely gratifying to us and it is 
evident ga the eeeey efficient operation of the Winkler is 
this fine showing. We were very much surprised 
Guar Una nad Genat acane tals cavtne posite inaneaecl an it 
another make of stoker. 
“We have not had a bit of trouble with the Winkler and this is 
certainly a relief after our troubles with the other unit. Sheared 
pins and transmission breakdowns no longer hamper our work. 
We have the highest regard for your stoker and for the excellent 


installation work.” 
Sincerely yours, Aug. H. Berling (signed) 
‘The te belt de af caine Tetiass tn Sue Mes tie Gow See See emer 





are making similar economy and 
+ Whether residential, commercial, 
institutional or industrial. 


7 


SEE THIS EXTRA POWER DEMONSTRATION | 





against overload is given 
Automatic Safety Release—there is 
no shear pin in a Winkler! Send today for this 
descriptive booklet 


WINKLER 


jelly aulomatie STOKERS 


U. S. MACHINE Pay ae Dept. P-13, Lebanon, Indiana 
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were putting hardly any cement in with the sand and gravel 
at all—a fine situation! Suppose Mr. Simms hadn’t just hap- 
pened to come around. Mr. Retch was in Maryland on an- 
other job. A load of shingles came today but they’re not the 
right kind. We won’t need any shingles until spring, anyway 
at this rate, if then. 
November 15 

What are we going to do with all the rock that Campobassv 
man excavated for the cellar? Nobody will take any responsi- 
bility for it; even Mr. Simms just shrugs his shoulders and 
changes the subject. But there it is, a mountain of it, right in 
front of where the front door is supposed to be. I insist it be 
carted away. Mr. Retch says there is nothing about it in the 
contract, and I must say I couldn’t find anything myself. 


November 20 
The woodwork is going up! I guess that’s the wrong word 
for it, but there are a lot of square poles sticking up in the air 
from the concrete, and I never heard so much sawing and 
hammering. There must have been ten men working all 
around everything today. 
November 25 
[I’m just sick about the whole house! The framing (right 
word! ) is finished for the wing and it is all miles too high! | 
thought we were getting a sweet modest house that hugged 
the hills close in its arms, and here instead is something that 
looks like a skyscraper! It just goes up and up. Mr. Simms 
was very short when I telephoned him about it and ended up 
by suggesting that I “take a pill or something.” I just know 
that somebody is making a terrible mistake. Jim very sullen. 


November 27 
Glory be! Bill Cole says the bank and its lawyers are 
ready for “the closing.” This means now we get our money 
at last. All Jim has to do is give the law firm $500 “in 
escrow” in case anything should go wrong with those wretched 
“waivers of lien” from those filthy subcontractors. Jim 
turned purple at the idea of giving Barratry, Lynch another 
$500, but he wrote out a check just the same. Five toilets 
arrived today and they’re lying all around the field. It looks 
unspeakably vulgar! 
November 28 
I must admit I was wrong about the wing framing being 
too high. Now that all the framing is up, it all looks very nice. 
Mr. Retch was a changed man today, after he got a check. 
He swears he will get the house “closed in” before the snow 
flies, and that everything is going to go “like clockwork” from 
now on. 
November 29 
The men nailed a little tree to the top of the roof this noon. 
Then they knocked off and came down to our cottage and 
stood around until one of them hinted that when the evergreen 
went up on the ridgepole, it was up to the owner to stand a 
round of drinks for all the workmen. Jim didn’t seem to think 
much of this idea at first, but it’s remarkable how well he fell 
in with it after the first twenty minutes. To bed very late. 


HE winter was slowly closing in on Bald Mountain. The 
house as it stood now reminded Mr. Blandings of a flayed 
elephant: the brick veneer ended in different courses at differ- 
ent places; above it, the diagonal sheathing of yellow pine. 
crusty with resin and punctured with knotholes, rose to the 
eaves. The roof was a wavy expanse of tar paper, dotted with 
(Continued on page 138) 








Now is the time—before you build or 
remodel your home—to decide on the 
kind of basement recreation room you 
‘want. And if you want that room fur- 
nished and paid for on mighty attrac- 
tive terms, the sensible thing to do is to 
plan on heating your home with 
Bituminous Coal. Then you'll get a 
“Bonus Basement” —paid for in just a 
few years’ time out of the savings that 
come from using this most economical, 
most dependable of all home-heating 
fuels. 

What's more, the heating supplied by 


Bituminous Coal is steady—uniform— 


ik the cine sensahe 
step to give your home a 


Bonus Basement , 


healthful. And, when you install a mod- 
ern stoker, coal becomes an “automatic” 
fuel—even to the point of ash remov- 
al. Clean, quiet, odorless, smokeless. 
That’s one reason why more than 4 out 
of every 7 homes in the United States 
heat with coal. 

Get your “Bonus. Basement” on this 
bargain basis. And, to get help in plan- 
ning it, take advantage of the special 
offer at the right. Then talk it over with 
your architect or builder. 


Brruminous Coat INstrruTE 
60 East 42nd Street, New York 17; N. Y. 


SPECIAL OFFER! The “Bonus Basement” 
shown above was modeled from one of 20 
architects’ plans for an ideal basement of a 
modest home. All 20 designs—showing base- 
ment and upper floor plans—have been repro- 
duced in a helpful and informative book. While 
the edition lasts, we will send you a copy for 
only 10¢ postpaid. Mail your request to the 
address printed below. 


A WORD TO THE WISE! Most houses are now 
designed to permit the use of Bituminous Coal. 
Be sure you can have the advantages of this 
low-cost, dependable fuel in your new home. 
A little care in planning for coal storage and a 
chimney flue of adequate size for Bituminous 
Coal will assure that you can enjoy the health, 
comfort and dependability that only modern 
coal heat can give you. And it will also assure 
you of economical heating for the life of your 
house, because this country’s 3,000-year coal 
supply makes certain that shrinking reserves 


will not force.coal prices upward. 


FOR ECONOMY, DEPENDABILITY, AND HEALTHFUL HEAT...YOU CAN’T BEAT BITUMINOUS COAL 


(This is one of a series of advertisements now appearing in home-makers’ magazines) 








A Smari Line 
to Suit Every 
Taste and Purse 





Specify Faries Cabinets in 
the new homes you design 
or build this year, and 
be sure of customer satis- 
faction. Their sparkling 
beauty, modern design and 
unusual new special fea- 
tures appeal to all pros- 
pective home-owners. 


The PARKWAY has more 
new and exclusive features 


partment every. 

day needs; a “‘Safe-T” Com- 
partment at top for poison 
and adult _ items; 


cabinet; Razor Blade Dis- 
posal; adjustable glass 
shelves; piano hinges; No 

1 Polished Plate Mirror. 





Beautiful mirror 
finish. High quality. 


Heavy plate mirror. 
Incandescent light. 0. 
Beautifully trimmed. 
Moderately priced, 
No. 9 well-made, long life 
e mirror. 


Chrome mera! bound- NO, 30 


fluorescent ligh' 
No. 380 Sseseeat ae 


No. 1 Besestattsrarend 


sper No.8 


All cabinets white baked-enamel 
finish, chrome trimmed. 


Oparies siseiitainuiaks Company 


DECATUR, ILLINOIS 
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shiny metal disks. The house’s appearance was the nakedness 
of muscle, stripped of skin and fat. 

Mr. Blandings did not like the looks of the sheathing lum- 
ber; he felt that he could either speak of it and make a fool of 
himself or stay silent and be bilked. He chose the latter 
course, not as the least painful but merely as the least con- 
spicuous. He was dismayed by the ragged lopsidedness of the 
holes where some day windows were supposed to be. But the 
worst thing, the thing so bad that neither Mr. nor Mrs, Bland- 
ings dared speak of such a matter as blame, was the micro- 
scopic size of the rooms—of the spaces, that is, where studding 
indicated some sort of partition in the future. There were 
five times as many spaces as the Blandings’ could in any way 
account for, but even the largest, in the Blandings’ eyes, was 
a cubicle. “Is this the living room?” Mrs. Blandings had 
wailed from amidst a rectangular grove of two-by-fours. Mr. 
Blandings merely sat down on a nail keg and stared through 
a hole in the wall. He no longer had enough energy to appear 
dejected. “I guess:so,” he said. “Mr. Simms says a room 
always looks like this before the partitions go up and the 
furniture goes in.” 

“Where would we have space for any furniture?” sobbed 
Mrs. Blandings. 

“Where would we have money for any furniture?” asked 
Mr. Blandings. 


LL work on the house had now come to a stop. The win- 
casements had not come. 

The truck had left the factory and would be on the site 
tomorrow. No, the truck had not left, but that was immaterial: 
the windows had been shipped by freight, and the car must 
have been lost by some negligent waybill clerk. No, the win- 
dows would be shipped by truck when.they were ready, which 
would not be for another three weeks. No, the windows must 
be there and mislaid by the contractor. No, an order for the 
windows had never been received, but “we would give your 
valued custom promptest attention should we be so favored.” 

Mr. Blandings actually felt a sense of triumph when, after 
a while, roughly half of the windows arrived and the truckmen 
dumped them in a disorderly pile in the roadway. Several 
days later two window installers arrived, very drunk, looked 
at the windows, and roamed away again, never to return. Mr. 
Blandings ventured to inquire of Mr. Retch why some work 
could not go forward, even in the absence of the remaining 
windows or any créw to install them. This inquiry struck Mr. 
Retch as in the most flagrant bad taste. Mr. Retch was him- 
self in a pet. The window company, as the price of signing 
its waiver of lien, had stuck Mr. Retch for cash on the barrel- 
head and was now letting him whistle. In coarse tones he 
explained to Mr. Blandings that (a) the mason subcontractor 
was stalled since he could not complete his brick courses 
around the missing frames, all of which were for the first 
floor; (6) the heating subcontractor could make no further 
progress until the house was closed in; (c) the tiler hired for 
the bathrooms could affix no tile; (d) not even the subfloors 
could be laid when the house was still open to rain and snow; 

(e) it was manifest that plastering could never be started now 
until spring, if at all, and (f) the electrical subcontractor’s 
workmen refused to run any more BX cable around wet joists 
and columns. He ended by confidently predicting that the 
whole house would shortly burn down from one of the half- 
dozen temporary oilstoves the workmen insisted on using to 
keep their hands warm enough to hold a hammer, and whose 
fault would the whole blinking business be then? 

(Continued on page 140) 
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Suddenly, enough windows arrived to build a biscuit 
factory. 

Out of an infinite variety of rectangular steel shapes Mr. 
Retch selected those frames that seemed to accord roughly 
with the dimensions on Mr. Simms’s plans, and sought to get 
the window company to send back a crew of window installers, 
preferably sober enough to put the windows into the sheath- 
ing holes right side up. The window company called Mr. 
Blandings to say that his contractor had been grossly abusive 
over the telephone, that in twenty years’ experience they had 
never been treated with such inhumanity by such a tin-pot 
contractor, and that Mr. Blandings would be held responsible 
for the fact that the contractor had given the window com- 
pany a bad check for $1,407.56. When Mr. Blandings relayed 
this intelligence to Mr. Retch, Mr. Retch produced a canceled 
check to the order of the window company and told Mr. 
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-S <e is the name to remem- 


ber when you specify weatherstrips. 
With Monarch, you eliminate “Cold 
Zones” around windows and doors 
...make sure of even temperatures 
less soot, less dirt and lower fuel costs. 
With Miaatch: windows and doors 
operate easily. Write for informa- 

tion about Monarch’s latest 


designs, types, materials. 








MONARCFEH 





METAL WEATHERSTRIP CORP 
6331 Etzel Avenue St. Louis 14, Mo. 
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Blandings that in thirty years’ experience in the construction 
trades this was the first time an owner had ever accused him 
of fraud, and if he’d like to take his glasses off they could. 
settle it outside, and if Mr. Retch lost he would build the rest 
of Mr. Blandings’ house at his own expense. Mrs. Blandings’ 
diary for the year ended with a notation, dated December 27, 
that she was taking the children to Sarasota for the winter, 
and did not mention the house at all. Of Mr. Blandings she 
merely recorded that he was “better.” 


LETTER FROM MR. J, H. BLANDINGS TO MR. JOHN RETCH: 


. February 5 
Dear Retch: 

It is some time since my wife or I have visited the house, 
and I can only hope that the work is progressing as fast as 
the receipt of money requisitions from you seems to indicate. 
We will hope to see things again as soon as the weather 
moderates. 


Meanwhile, I am considerably disturbed by the number of 
“extras” that are accumulating on your bills. So far as my 
wife and I are aware, we have authorized only two changes 
from the original plans: the depth of the reveal at the front 
door was altered by Mr. Simms with our approval, and we also 
authorized relocation and redesign of the concrete cellar step» 
after Mrs. Blandings fell down them. Except for these items. 
which seem to total $577.60, God . 
knows why, I am at a loss to un- 
derstand the multitude of other 
matters being billed to me, or in 
most cases what the items speci- 
fied refer to at all. I herewith 
quote and comment on the follow- \ 
ing from your latest requisition: 


“Redesign of doors No. 

102, 107, 108, 112... $120.00” 
* (Mr. Simms tells me that there 
was no redesign on any doors on 
the job whatsoever.) 
“New installation of well 

CURE 56 s'c0sitinn 644% $96.50” 

(If, according to your own ex- «. | considerably disturbed 
planation, the well casing in- by the number of extras...” 
stalled by Mr. John Tesavis on 
his contract with me was cracked by fh blasting done by 
your excavating subcontractor, I failjto see why I should 










bear replacement cost.) 
“Substitution of 220-volt main in cellar. $139.89” 
(What is the meaning of this? the eighth major extra 


so far on the electrical subcontract. Why was a 220-volt 

switch panel “substituted” for something else? ) 

“Furring down ceiling for kitchen cabinets........ $102.00” 
(Insofar as I understand this charge, I consider it out- 

rageous. You must have known the dimensions of the kitchen 

cabinets from the beginning; if you did not, then either you 

or Mr. Simms appear guilty of negligence. But you bill me 

just the same.) 

“MRIS Re o.5.0's uso 00:00ss ves dbbaed cons $1.68” 
(This refers to something I do not understand and the 

charge is small—but apparently whenever a carpenter picks 

up an extra chisel it costs me extra money.) 

“Furnishing and installing one Zuz-Zuz Water 
Soft-N-R 


(Continued on page 142) 
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(I will not have any such piece of equipment in my house. 
Who authorized it? I will not pay this charge, nor any sub- 
sequent extra for “Removal of Zuz-Zuz Water Soft-N-R.”) 
“Time and overtime relocating oil burner......... $215.00” 

(The oil burner was never relocated; it is supposed to be 
where it is marked on the plans. If your heating contractor 
thought it would be a good idea to relocate it in the living 
room, I have no doubt I will have to endure it there, but the 
cost of this change should be borne by whomever it gave 







pleasure to make it.) 
All this ‘totals to $1,040.57—a not inconsiderable expendi- 
ture. I shall expect to hear from you directly. 


FROM MR. JOHN RETCH TO MR. J. H. BLANDINGS: 


“... only time in our experience when an owner has taken 
any such position. We have passed up many extra items with- 










































Too many builders of “modern” struc- 
tures overlook the quality of the water 
supply. Yet hard water is as old- 
fashioned today—for homes, hospitals, 
industrial plants—as the kerosene lamp 
and as unnecessary. 

With Permutit* Water Conditioning 
equipment you provide soft water from 
every faucet. And better operation of 
all water-using home appliances! 
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Investigate the quality of the water 
before you build on the property. If, 
as is likely, it’s hard, then you'll want 
to include Permutit Water Condition- 
ing in the building plans. For full par- 
ticulars on Permutit equipment for 
home and industry, write to Dept. AF-5, 
Permutit Company, 330 West 42nd 
Street, New York 18, N. Y. or Permutit 
Co. of Canada, Ltd., Montreal. 


*Trademark Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 


It’s good business to begin 
with Good Water 


WATER CONDITIONING HEADQUARTERS 








out bill, because we have wanted you to be satisfied all along 
the line. Pardon our suggestion that you and Mrs. Blandings 
ought to get together, but furring of kitchen ceiling was dis- 
cussed with her and she said cabinets must fit exactly ‘at all 
costs.” We could have left in the smaller electrical switch 
panel specified by the architect against advice of electrician 
and leave resulting fire hazard up to you, but preferred to take 
the honest course and bill you in the open. The Zuz-Zuz 
people make a fine water softener, and we were looking out 
for your interests in not letting the unusually corrosive water 
from your well ruin your fine boilers and water lines. We 
discussed this with Mr. Simms when we could not get ahold 
of you and he said he would explain, which it appears he has 
not. As to the oil burner . . .” 


FROM MR. J. H. BLANDINGS TO MR. JOHN RETCH: 


“,.. and I enclose a check for $1,040.57 but will positively 
not be responsible for any further . . .” 


HEN Mr. and Mrs. Blandings resumed their visits to 

Bald Mountain it was in the flowering Spring. They 
saw the house, and a cry escaped them. It was a cry of joy. 
There it stood in its gleaming whiteness, more lovely than the 
fairest drawings that ever Mr. Simms had drawn. The house 
seemed to wait them as a girl would wait with downcast eyes 
for her lover’s first shy kiss. 

The entrance to the citadel was not accomplished with 
ease; the house appeared, on closer examination, to be more 
like a full-rigged ship floating placidly on a sea of mud where 
the new grading had been liquefied by the warm rains. But 
once across this ten-foot moat, the Blandings’ removed their 
ruined shoe’ and stood with reverence upon their gleaming 
oaken floors .. . 

Of course, there were little misfortunes here and there. 
The fireplace molding was nothing like what Mrs. Blandings 
had had in her mind’s eye all along, from somewhere. The 
elaborate and “very ad d” fi lighting in the 
dining room was later discovered to turn a healthy roast of 
beef into a purple mass of putrescence on the dining table, 
and the hum of the ballasts hidden in the lighting cove was 
so distracting to conversation that the whole installation was 
eventually removed and replaced by the more conventional 
type of lamp invented by Thomas Alva Edison in 1879. “We 
have never recommended fluorescent equipment for rooms of 
low noise-level.” the Nadir Electric Supply Co. wrote tartly 
in answer to Mr. Blandings’ protest. For the thousandth 
time Mr. Blandings moaned his refrain: “Why didn’t anybody 
tell me?” 

One major boner by the otherwise flawless Mr. Simms was 
also upsetting: in changing the location of the electric hot- 
water heater on the plans one hot summer night he had relo- 
cated the waterlines but forgotten te specify electrical con- 
nections to the new position, and neither owner, architect, 
builder, plumber, electrical subcontractor, nor any other 
mortal soul, had di d the sight until the day the 
Blandings’ moved in and turned on ‘their first tap. Most of 
the cellar wiring ‘had to be ripped out to permit the new 
stretch of heavy power cable to run from the main busses to 
the heater, and Mr. Simms had insisted on paying the $275 
for this item himself. There was, too, the window hardware, 
which would not work, and one bathroom floor to which the 
linoleum would not adhere even under Gestapo-like methods 
of attack. All the doors stuck except those that would not 
latch at all. 








(Continued on page 146) 





Waite Andersen Windowalls are known more for their view- 
framing and insulating characteristics, they are also the favorite of 
architects who are seeking exterior beauty for the homes they design. 

In this riverside home, Architect Magnus Jemne has used three 
large Andersen Horizontal Gliding Window Units in a wide Windowall 


that is an attractive point of interest. Divided light sash are consis- 
tent with the ranch-house style of the home. 

In summer, any degree of ventilation from 1% to 100% is possible. 
In winter, the weatherstripped units are weathertight, like a wall. 
And all year long there is superb window beauty. 


TO SPECIFY, LIST THREE ANDERSEN HORIZONTAL GLIDING WINDOW UNITS NUMBER 5256, FURTHER DETAILS IN SWEET’S FILE. 


. 
<Gudersen Corporation + BAYPORT + MINNESOTA 














@ No doubt about it! In the lives 
of America’s homeowners, Lumite* 
Window Screen is bere to stay! 

This amazing plastic screen 
that can’t rust, corrode or stain... 
that can’t dent or bulge... is en- 
joying a “boom” that will last our 
lifetime and yours. 

So... to meet this insistent, in- 
creasing demand for LUMITE, we 
have built a plant that is not only 
modern in every respect today... 
but is also planned to cope with 
the inevitable production-expan- 
sion which many years of tomor- 
rows will bring. 

All plant equipment is up-to- 
the-minute...our looms the most 
modern to be had. Our craftsmen 
know their jobs from A to Z... 


“REG. U. S. PAT. OFF. 
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NEW HOME OF 


Lumite 


THE MODERN PLASTIC 
SCREEN CLOTH 


LOCATED AT CORNELIA, GA. ROBERT & COMPAN 








and our Research and Testing 
Laboratory staff experiments end- 
lessly to produce new uses for bet- 
ter merchandise. 

This is the only plant in Amer- 
ica built for the sole purpose of 
manufacturing plastic screen and 
fabric. On 300 acres of rolling 
Georgia countryside, this new 
plant will fill the ever-growing 
demand for LUMITE, giving you 
speedy and efficient service. 

Write today for full information 
and samples of LUMITE Plastic 
Screen. 


WOVEN OF SARAN 
A DOW CHEMICAL CO. PRODUCT 


CHICOPEE MANUFACTURING CORPORATION 
47 Worth Street, New York 13, N. Y. 
Worlds. largest maker of Plastic Sereen Cloth 








WHY LUMITE IS 
A BEST-SELLER: 


© RUSTPROOF 

@ WON'T BULGE 

e CAN'T STAIN 

@ NO PAINTING 

© CLEANS EASILY 

e EASY TO HANDLE 
@ EASY TO FRAME 

@ NON-INFLAMMABLE 
@ TESTED COLOR 

@ LASTS LONGER 

@ AND STRONGER —Lumite is 


woven of heavy plastic filament 
(0.015” diameter) 
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WHAT IT IS 
KoolShade is—in effect—an outside mini- 
ature venetian blind. The paper thin bronze 
“slats” are permanently set at a 17 degree 
slant. Light rays flood in ... you can see 
‘ out clearly . . . but the sun’s heat rays are 
stopped outside. — 


WHAT IT PREVENTS 
Sun heat rays pouring through windows 
cause up to 75%-of room heat. Glass does 
not stop them . . . it does resist radiated heat. 
Heat rays pour in .. . accumulate. Result : . . 
a sweaty miserable heat trap. 





WHAT IT DOES 
KoolShade blocks, reflects, absorbs and 
radiates up to 90 per cent of the sun's heat 0 
rays ...outside the window. Keeps the tem- + 
perature as much as 15 degrees cooler. p 





FOR FREE SAMPLE AND LITERATURE, TEAR OUT AND 





INGERSOLL STEEL DIVISION 











KOOLSHADE SUN SCREEN 


For Cooler Comfort in Every Sun-Exposed Room!‘ 


























_- FITS MODERN DESIGN 
KoolShade fits neatly and smodthly into 
modern architectural design, giving shaded 
comfort to sun-exposed rooms. There are no 
ungainly protrusions . . . no breaking of 
smooth streamlined effects, when you specify 
KoolShade Sun Screen. 


sively as common insect screen . . . upkeep 
is negligible because it will not. rust, rot or 
rattle. This. bronze screen gives long, 
trouble-free service. 


EXTRA PLUS VALUES 


éh li, 





P ly adj 
Prevents fading of drapes and furnishings. 
a. se 


ted for greatest efficipncy. 








It also serves as an effective insect screen. 


I Ingersoll Steel — =o 7 
«Warmer Corp., 
ff 310 South Dept. Fs i 
ngerso ) SE, 
OREO ple and lleratare on KeolShans 2 
, ms ‘colShade Sun Screen, 
° e “t's Cooler in the Shade” ri pretense 
= ry se ETC Se 
* é : z = i , H [AI : bE ‘ S ttt Sececcee BORE NR a rede OF 


BORG-WARNER CORPORATION J <,,, 


plet lation —aids air-conditioning. - 







oe Eee MAIL THIS COUPON 


MR. BLANDINGS’ CASTLE 





But the Blandings’ had built a good house—a very fine 
house indeed. Its process of morphology might, for a moment, 
be noted. The ovum had been the farmhouse on which 
$10,000 was to be spent for “restoration.” The larva was the 
$15,000 house that Mr. Simms began to design. The pupal 
stage was reached when Mr. Retch began to build something 
for a contract price of $26,991.17. The eventually emerged 
home, in full adult form, bore (as‘in all organic processes) 
little resemblance to its embryo, either to the aesthete’s or 
to the cost-accountant’s eye. Only Mr. Blandings really knows 
how much he spent on Bald Mountain, compared with the 
$20,000 concept for land and building with which he began, 
but no one would go wrong if he took something like $51,000 
as a basic figure. 
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ANY HOME 





WHITE-RODGERS automatic 


simple to install, efficient aad 
economical in operation. 


To the home owner, White- 
Rodgers controls mean pleasing 
beauty, healthful comfort and last- 
ing satisfaction. That is why.. 

whether it’s a mansion or a bunga- 
low, it will pay you always to spe- 
cify “White-Rodgers Controls.” 
Heating control catalog and com- 
plete information sent on request. 





RODGERS ELECTRIC CO 
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HE Christmas House Number of House & Home (Com- 

bined with The Home Lovely) lay before Mr. Savington 
Funkhauser, A.I.A., who was wondering why, at the end of 
a hard day at the drafting board, he had opened it at all. 
“Our problem was to create a modern home in a community 
dominated by fine old colonial farmhouses that had stood 
the test of revolutionary days and before,” he read, “and to 
achieve a youthful spirit without doing violence to the tradi- 
tion of those stout forebears of ours whose indominatable 
strivings have been the heritage of . . .” 

“Spittle,” said Mr. Funkhauser in a toneless voice, aloud. 
He looked for a title at the top of the page to tell him what 
he was reading. In thin swash lettering he saw “Home 
Lovely’s December House-of-the-Month is Tribute to Taste 
and Ingenuity with Materials Old and New.” There seemed 
here no conveyance of information whatsoever, and Mr. Funk- 
hauser would have tossed the magazine aside but could not 
rouse himself enough. 

“It was a challenge to our ingenuity,” he read on in a sort 
of mild hypnosis, “but my husband and I tackled the diffi- 
culties with a will, and out of a combination of budgeted 
planning, a determination to keep our primary objectives ever 
before us, and the closest and most friendly three-way coop- 
eration between architect, owner, and builder, we were able 
to achieve our aims with a minimum of misunderstandings 
and additional items of expense that occasionally mar the joys 
of building that sine qua non of all normal couples’ ambitions, 
the Home of One’s Own.” 

“Whose bilge is this?” Mr. Funkhauser asked of the fire- 
place. On the instant, a picture caption answered him: “Mrs. 
J. Holocoup Blandings, whose delightful mountain dwelling 
is this month’s Home Lovely choice as...” 

Mr. Funkhauser’s right arm moved suddenly, and the 
Christmas House Number described a graceful arc, disappear- 
ing into the chromium-bound cylinder of Nutasote that served 
Mr. Funkhauser as a waste receiver. A moment later the 
young architect fished it out again, and turned back to the 
assistant editor’s interview with “the chic and attractive Mrs. 
Blandings, mistress of ‘Surrogate Acres.’” For some five 
wordless minutes he studied the dim halftones and spidery 
line cuts arranged ingeniously askew on the chalky paper. 
Suddenly he came on something familiar, and a flush dark- 
ened his face. He muttered for a moment and then, taking pen 
and paper, he commenced a letter: 

“Dear Mr. Blandings,” he wrote. “In the December issue 
of House & Home I notice, in the midst of the display of your 
new residence and in an interview that purports to be with 
your wife, a reference that says, ‘Once the impracticalities 
of an earlier designer had been discarded as wholly unsuitable 

. - I would scarcely have credited this to be a reference to 
myself and some work I did for you from which I later with- 
drew, were it not that on the following page an illustration 
labeled ‘Discarded Study’ is a manifest caricature of a render- 
ing I submitted to you on June 3, 1938. Taken in conjunction, 
the sentence and drawing offer to my professional standing 
an affront and damage that I cannot afford to let pass unno- 
ticed. I am instructing my attorneys, Messrs. Barratry, Lynch 
& Replevin, to communicate with you regarding possible steps 
toward redress which...” 


ILES away, on Bald Mountain, in the midst of Surro- 

gate Acres, beneath an uninsulated composition roof 
that creaked slightly under the growing snow load of an early 
winter storm, Mr. Blandings stirred uneasily in his sleep. 
He was dreaming that his house was on fire. 
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Water-retaining capacity is the ability 
of a mortar to retain its moisture, and 
hence its plasticity, when spread out on 
porous brick. @ High water-retaining 
capacity is of extreme importance in 
mortar. If the mortar does not have 
high water-retaining capacity, it is too 
quickly sucked dry by the brick; the 
mortar stiffens too soon, the brick can- 
not be properly bedded, and a good 
bond cannot be obtained. 


—AND HIGH WATER-RETENTION IS 
ESSENTIAL TO WELL-BONDED, WATERTIGHT MASONRY 






Brixment mortar has extremely high 
water-retaining capacity. It strongly re- 
sists the sucking action of the brick. 
Brixment mortar therefore stays smooth 
and plastic longer, when spread out on 
the wall. This permits a more thorough 
bedding of the brick, and a more com- 
plete contact between the brick and the 
mortar, The result is a better bond, and 


hence a stronger and more water-tight 
wall, 


LOUISVILLE CEMENT CO., Incorporated, LOUISVILLE 2, KENTUCKY 
CEMENT MANUFACTURERS SINCE 1830 





















































































Architect: 


William Gladstone Merchant, 
A.1.A., San Francisco, Calif. 


Ornamental Metal Work: 


5 Fair Sr Company, 
Francisco, Calif. 


WOOCDLAWN MEMORIAL PARK 


“Dopover Beaulffut, : 
Invwuldle and Safe Fe A GREAT TRIBUTE to the dignity, beauty and/ 


enduring qualities of bronze is its extensive 
use in the Mausoleum-Columbarium at Wood- 
lawn Memorial Park, Colma, California. 
rae oul engineer have wrought with skill .. . a structure Wnt peeits wich i saad mnies pety, 
that defies the centuries.” mony and color so well scteined, the 
decoration work in the mausoleum wings, 
and the columbarium compartments were all 
executed in architectural bronze. 

For years, Anaconda Architectural Bronze 
has been selected by architects to accent the 
beauty of structural design. Pleasing in ap- 
pearance, and easily fabricated, this stately 
metal, with occasional attention, will keep 
its appealing luster for years to come. on 


pt aw 


ARCHITECTURAL BRONZE 


THE AMERICAN BRASS COMPANY 
General Offices: Waterbury 88, Connecticut 
Assembling niche panels of Anaconda Extruded Architectural Bronze Subsidiary of Anaconda Copper Mining Company 
fora columbarium in Oakland, Calif. In Canada: ANACONDA AMERICAN BRAss LtD., New Toronto, Ont. 


ee psa that man can do to create eternal peace and protec- 
tion as the beloved that lie asleep...has been done at 
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New, modern kitchens for a home-conscious 
America—here’s one of the primary sources of 
remodeling activity. Masonite* Presdwoods 
are versatile in achieving attractive, efficient 
walls and units for today’s new kitchens. 

Cabinets, counters and cupboards are some 
of the basic fixtures now being made with 
Presdwoods—for strength, durability and re- 
sistance to moisture. In kitchens they are used 
for walls, ceilings, panels, doors, drawers and 
work surfaces. 


PRESSED FROM EXPLODED WOOD 
Products of the State of Mississippi 








Presdwoods Welcome Almost All Applied Finishes ff) And Are Handsome in Their Natural Finish 






Everywhere—you'll find MASONITE PRESDWOODS 


These dense, smooth hardboards have un- 
usual dimensional stability. They have no 
tendency to crack, split, chip or splinter. 
Handsome in natural finish, Presdwoods wel- 
come most applied finishes (no grain to raise 
or mar the surface). They can easily be 
worked with ordinary carpenter's tools. 

Write for complete data on all Masonite 
building products to Masonite Corporation, 
Dept. AF-5, 111 West Washington Street, 
Chicago 2, Illinois 


"Masonite" is a trade-mark registered in U.S. Pat. Off., and signifies that Masonite Corporation is the source of the product. 





The New, Long-span Concrete Floor and Roof Slab 


ItSpeeds HOUSING Construction! 


























> Precast. Precured. Prestressed. 


1 Mons oe 


W Secure Against Fire, Rot, Termites, 
"Insulating —Sound-deadening. 
> Mrives Ready to Install. 

y Lengths up to 22% ft. 

Y Cress Section— 6" x 12” 





Flexicore permits complete architectural freedom of design. Erec- 
tion and installations are simple, quick, labor-saving. (See A and 
B.) Follow-up trades move in at once. Provides smooth, level 
floor base and finished io een ceiling (C). Production now 
: ies under way at key distribu- 
tion centers. So . . .”"Get the 
Score on Flexicore!” Kees 
Data, sketchbooks, engi- 
neering and technical serv- 
ice available. Don’t delay | 
.. Write today! 


THE FLEXICORE CO., INC. 220 £. 42nd St., NEW YORK 17, N.Y. 
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Good Construction 
demands 


THREE HINGES | 
ON EVERY DOOR. 
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Your prospscrive suvzr can't see the insulation, 
brass piping or approved wiring you have built into 
a house. But there’s one visible mark of good con- 
struction your prospect can see and appreciate: triple 
binging of doors. 

You know that three hinges on a door help prevent 
wacpidg — knep doves evinging free snd cree — ead 
assure perfect fit of latch and lock. You also 
it may Cost more to repair a single warped door than 
to put a third hinge on every door in the : 

Remember—"hinge pennies” spent ora tied hinge = 
pee ee ompupe sn Ae omc greniec 
good construction age ohare: cu 
good business! The Sealey Works a 


rowoon.. | STANLEY) 


THREE HINGES To A DOO™ 





Visible Mark of 
Good Construction 














Photos: Courtesy the Metropolitan Museum of Art 


EXHIBITS 


The Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York has just opened 
an ancient, mouldy exhibit: their Egyptian collection, consist- 
ing of some incredibly good material, some that is mediocre 
—all incredibly badly housed. 

There may be many excuses for this discouraging presenta- 
tion—shortage of labor, shortage of materials for new cases 
and backgrounds, shortage of imagination in organizing a 
plethora of riches. The Met’s collection of Egyptian arts and 
crafts is wonderful beyond compare; but one must be an 
archeologist to seek out the good pieces amidst the swaddling, 
smothering mass of indifferent pieces. If only a careful selec- 
tion had been made, a much more forceful exhibition might 
have been built around fewer pieces. One cannot help com- 
paring the South Seas exhibition at the Modern Museum, 
(Forum, page 97), now on view, the Brooklyn Museum’s 
arrangement of its early American and Peruvian materials, 
or ‘any number of other collections where there is less mate- 
rial but more educational impact due to careful selection, 
organization and emphasis— not to mention artful spacing. 

At the Met there is now a strange medley of the large and 
small irrelevantly placed: massively built-up life-size stone- 
work tombs (which give no impression of the world of the 
ancient Egyptians), and hastily crowded cases filled with row 
on row of pots and seals and bits of broken shards. The at- 
tempt at continuity in the many rooms housing the collection 
seems to be based on chronology, sub-divided according to 
types of material. Mummy cases stand, one after another in 
close sardinelike arrangement. Perhaps this sub-division by 
types is accountable for grievous offense to the architectural 
eye, but the greatest opportunity that seems to have been 
missed is creating a replica of the surroundings in which some 
of these beautiful pieces were used and seen. The Met knows 
how to do this: their American wing, some of their French 
period rooms, the Cloisters uptown, have done an excellent 
job of this kind. With this overwhelming wealth of Egyptian 
material to choose from, a dramatic room for instance could 
be reproduced to display that exquisite enameled gold head- 
dress seen in the 9th Egyptian Room, the gold mirror in a 
nearby case, the lovely pottery, perhaps against one of the 
painted friezes from an adjacent room—all coordinated into 
a setting such as might have occurred at the time. The Metro- 
politan is to be congratulated for assembling this vast archeo- 
logical treasure chest. Treasures become common, however, 
when jammed hit-and-miss into overcrowded cases. E.B. 


The Sth Annual Exhibition of American Painting held during 
February and March at the City Art Museum in St. Louis 
made one aware that the American artist has not only come 
into his own but has done so with such vehemence that he 
must be hard put to keep up with the demand of his borrowers 
if not of his purchasers. A glance at the seventy odd paintings, 
many of which are familiar, lead one to conclude that with 
the Whitney Annual, the Carnegie, the Chicago (to say noth- 
ing of the Pepsi Cola Co.) all clamoring for fresh new paint- 
ing each year, few of the artists chosen have sent recent 
canvasses to St. Louis. However, the citizens of St. Louis 
have seen a well rounded view of art in America. The artists 
invited were for the most part well established ones, although 
a special Jury of Selection chose a group of six paintings by 
Missouri artists for inclusion in the show. Art in America 
has certainly been enriched by the wartime influx of painters 
from abroad, which possibly accounts for the renewed interest 
in the abstractionists. M.T. 





RECENT FOREIGN PERIODICALS. -» New Italian publication reviews European architecture and engineering of the thirties. 


The reappearance of once-familiar European architectural publications on the - 
American market is welcomed by the profession. With them has arrived a 
newcomer, Documenti di Architettura Composizione e Tecnica Moderne, pub- 
lished by Antonio Vallardi of Milan, Italy. Since the publishers anticipate only 
thirteen issues, three of which are now available, it cannot be considered a 
magazine in the strict sense of the word. The trio on hand covers 1) transporta- 
tion buildings, 2) housing, 3) doorways. Each volume is handsomely presented 
as a looseleaf portfolio to facilitate filing. Due to the widespread destruction of 
public and private libraries in Europe and current difficulties in securing back 
issues, the editors were prompted to compile this series as a general review of 
European architecture from about 1929 through 1940, The selection is a careful 


Great Britain and the Scandinavian nations. As might be expected, foreign 
selections are outnumbered two to one by Italian examples though this in no way 
detracts from the value of the contents. Floor plans (and ‘in the case of the 
volume on doorways, details) accompany the photographs. Those who can read 
the text will find it succinct and informative without being too technical. For 
its compact and representative coverage, this series should be a great asset to 
any architectural library. . 3 A 





REVIEWS 


Due to supply and printing difficulties, the well known 
French magazine, L’ Architecture d Aujourd hui now 
appears only on alternate months. The January issue 
is entirely devoted to prefabrication and industrialized 
building. From the contents it is evident that France 
is much preoccupied with prefab, has recently devel- 
oped a number of systems. Metal appears to be more 
favored there than in this country. Also included is a 
somewhat fragmentary review of foreign prefabrica- 
tion. Five American examples are cited, three of which 
are not yet in production. 


To see ourselves as others see us is usually a good 
lesson about what not to do. Mirrored in the recent 
USA issue of Techniques d Architecture published by 
G. Masse, Paris, France, we’re not doing badly. The 
over-all presentation is an excellent one covering 
evolution and trends, materials, construction methods, 
prefabrication, etc. The only whimsical note is struck 
by a cut of Frank Lloyd Wright’s famous columns in 
the Johnson Wax Factory, inadvertantly run upside 
down. In each issue a loose, supplementary cut is 
furnished with a note of apology from the editors. 


(Continued on page 156) 

































Where ther millbcitle rffltr fd... 


PC. FOAMGLAS INSULATION 
helps control temperature, humidity and condensation — 





Todged the commonest complaints 
ane many insulating ma- 
terials is: this: that they.lose insulating 
efficiency with the passage of time. 
When: you tecommend, PC Foomaias 
eo to your clients, ge Fey 
about that hazard. For PC 
rent soa We proved in all sorts of 
pire shat it insulates effectively and 
econoinical nently. 
; - PC’Foamglas i is composed of millions 
4 :0f | Ainy: air cells, sealed in glass. It is 
. impervious to moisture, vapor, the fumes 
* of most acids. It will not burn. It repels . 
.* Vermin. It will not swell, or k, or 
; rot, or check. It thus is totally unaffected 
- by the elements which cause many insu- 


IN THE THROW ROOM of this hosiery mill, 








lating materials to deteriorate with age. 

PC Foamglas insulation begins, the 
moment it is installed, tq help control 
temperatures, humidities, and condensa- 
tion in your clients’ plants. And it goes 


ee ties © ee ee Se 
the same efficiency. F, as 
is the insulation that never grows 


You will want complete information 
on this modern insulating material. Just 
check the booklets offered in the con- 
venient coupon below. in the cou- 
fer pt copies of our helpful hand- 

ae ge be Sag se Seay immediately, 
wi t obligation. 

tion, Room br 63 quesne 
Way, Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 


THIS 
ON'T HAPPEN HERE 


Your clients don't have wie figure on 


i ohne | 
if ever, occur. 



























temperature, humidity and condensation Pittsburgh Corning Corporation 
must be kept under rigid control. PC Phtsburgh Se Pe oe wee 


Foamélas has proved helpful in solving this 8 


ss ¢ A Please send without obligation, you: 
and other similar insulating problems. ‘ booklets on the use of PC Peamales 
nsulation for: 








- Also makers of PC Glass Blocks - 

















© in the Low 
Priced 





SPECIFICATIONS — SIZE 32 x 32x 76 
WALLS—BONDERIZED, GAL- drain for 2" waste connection 
VANIZED STEEL. Finished inside cast integral with receptor. 
and out with white baked-on-  VALVES—Combination hot and 
synthetic enamel. cold compression valves with 
RECEPTOR —Semi-flat stand- shower head and arm. 
ard type Stonetex; slip-proof, ACCESSORIES—Curtain rod 
leakproof, bsorbent. Brass and curtain. 


FIAT METAL MANUFACTURING COMPANY 
205 Rescoe St., Chicago 13, Ill. 21-45 Borden Ave., Long Islond City 1, N. Y. 





32 S. San Gabriel Bivd., Pasadena 8, Calif. 
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| An Aristocrat 








MY FATHER WHO IS ON EARTH. By John Lioyd Wright. G. P. 
Putnam & Sons, New York, 195 pp. Illus. 6/2 In. by 8 in. $3.50. 
To have been born the son of Frank Lloyd Wright would be 
enough to discourage any young man from taking even a stab 
at architecture, but not son John (or his brother Lloyd). He 
furthermore deserves credit for having successfully extricated 
himself from the bog of reflected glory and established a 
personality of his own. Along with a 
large hunk of the population, he idol- 
izes his father. Idolize is a strong word 
but in this case, accurate. In his writing, 
John Lloyd Wright shows considerable 
preoccupation with the metaphysical 
(inherited, perhaps, from his uncle, 
Jenkin Lloyd Jones, who founded the 
Unity movement) and sometimes seems 
to get his deities mixed. He also has a 
disturbing trick of paraphrasing reference to the Holy Trinity 
“the Architect in the Father, the Father in the Architect”— 
one that would give anyone, except possibly the hero of this 
tale, goose pimples. 

My Father Who is on Earth is not a full-fledged biography 
but rather a collection of random reminiscences which point 
up minor but entertaining lights on an already overhashed 
life. The net effect is somewhat confusing and to maintain 
balance a previous perusal of one of the more conventional 
portraits is suggested. Wright fils, te make his point of old 
acquaintance, is forced into quite a bit of autobiography and 
here appears the first sign of the fly in the ointment. A first- 
rate father complex causes the author to snort and bellow in 
pseudo-filial defiance while on every other page wistful adora- 
tion trickles into the margins. Carefully analyzed, the portrait 
of the father painted by his son is far from complete, but those 
who have brushed words or temperaments with FLLW will 
smile at many familiar little characteristics—an about-face on 
one heel, the twirl of the omnipresent cane. Actually, the 
father and son relationship is the most interesting part of the 
book, as well as the most revealing. Though its author makes 
conscientious sporadic attempts at objective comment and 
criticism, in almost every case he is hopelessly defeated by 
his vested interest in protecting and preserving the name of 
his father and family. Then again, childhood wounds from 
the acid tongue of the patriarch appear still to smart. As a 
result, My Father Who is on Earth, is neither tribute, con- 
demnation nor exposé, but since no one has ever felt mildly 
about FLLW, one way or the other, the intimacy of this 
narrative will fan the flames of love or hate. 

To compensate for the book’s inadequacies, it must be added 
that John Lloyd Wright, probably unconsciously, reveals 
himself to be essentially a good and reverent man. This, 
Heaven knows, could never be said of Wright pére who is 
essentially naughty and as a . (Continued on page 158) 
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“WHAT IS THE BEST 
> HEATING SYSTEM 
FOR OUR PARTICULAR NEEDS? 


if you want completely automatic 
control of room temperatures; 
operating and maintenance 
economy, simplicity and heating 
quacy for all requii if 

the answer is, “the Dunham Differ- 
ential Vacuum Heating System”. 
It provides continuous balanced 
heating throughout the building 
under variables in service and 
occupancy—meets instantly the 
variable demand for more or less 
heat caused by weather changes. 
For the complete answer—write 
for bulletin No. 632. C. A. Dunham 
Co., 450 East Ohio St., pee 
11, Mlinois. 





DIFFERENTIAL HEATING 
MEANS BETTER HEATING 
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consequence his son’s characterization only dilutes a strong 
brew. Nevertheless, only a son would dare call Frank Lloyd 
Wright “Papa”. M.S. 


REBUILDING OUR COMMUNITIES by Waiter Gropius. Paul Theo- 
bald, Chicago, 1945. 8/2 In. by 11 in., 61 pp. $1.75. 


The astringent influence of Walter Gropius tightened the 
lines of the first “modern” buildings. Popularly, his work 
(and that of the famous Bauhaus school with which it is 
identified) has meant a denuded adequacy, “functionalism” 
in the barest sense. Actually, as he himself has declared, 
service to the human function obligates the builder to all 
man’s varied needs—his need for grace and his need for 
social happiness among them. “Gropius’ life”, writes L. 
Moholy-Nagy “proves that a man, through the continuous 
perfection of his craft, may come—in spite of his original 
background—to revolutionary concepts. An architect of 
humanistic departure, a master in the aesthetics of expres- 
sion, a builder of houses of isolated beauty for a rich clientele, 
he changed to a planner of happy and organic cities . . .” 

In this lecture made at the Chicago Institute of Design, 
Gropius restates the indivisibility of structural soundness 
and social responsibility. “The end of this war,” he says, 
“will offer a challenge to replan society, to coordinate the 
achievements of the specialists, and embrace all phases of 
life.” 

To this end there must be designs. Designs great and little. 
The designs of whole communities; the designs of tools for 
the small kitchen. Among the major recommendations made 
here are: a twenty year payment plan for homes endowing 
the owner of a dwelling with a bond sufficient to replace the 
old home by a new one—and, (Continued on page 160) 





"Natural Beauty 
—— use Cabot's Stains! 


These fine, stains actually bring out the 
natural loveliness of waod... add 
charm to a building’s fine design! Cabot’s 
Stains are quick and easy to apply... 
won't peel or blister even on green 
lumber ... give maximum protection* 
at minimum cost. A variety of colors 
- +» from clear, brilliant hues to effective 

& grays and browns! *Contain 
creosote — the best wood 
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A AN ARCHITECT how. can you help 
prospective home owners meet to- 
day’s rising costs? Must you offer them 
less and less house . . . fewer, smaller 
rooms... inadequate heating? 

Anthracite Institute tackled this 
problem on the basis that heat is a 
necessity only part of the year; that 
pam could be saved on a scientifi- 

ly engineered heating arrangement, 
to buy more house. 

“The result is the Answer Home with 
the Simpli-Fire Room, one of the most 
far-reaching developments in years. 

1. Conveniently located, a few st 
down from the kitchen, the Simpli-Fire 
Room eliminates all need for the costly, 
old-fashioned cellar, saves construc- 
tion time, reduces overall cost. 


2. Heating costs, too, are lower, since 


ANTHRACITE 


Anthracite Simpli-Fire Room provides 
more house, more heat, for less money 


INSTITUTE 





the Simpli-Fire Room is designed for 
anthracite, the economy quality fuel. 


8. Thanks to the Simpli-Fire Room, the 
use of anthracite becomes easier than 
anyone ever dreamed. The storage bin 
is within easy shovel reach of the 
heater. Ashes fall into -a light metal 
basket, which is removed outside the 
house, Ash shoveling is a thing of the 
past—along with dust and dirt 

4. Type of heating is coupe 


steam, hot water, or warm air . 


with 





specifications bearing the Seal of 
proval of the Authreche Institute piss 
able for each system. Plenty of heat is 
assured with warm, heal floors. 
Answer Home No. 1 featured above 
is beautifully planned—the ne of 
home families dream of owning: 
time. Thanks to the Simpli- Fire ; ion 


it is a home ds can own—soon. 
Architects are invited to write for 


definitive drawings together with de- 
tails of plan of conoperstion. 








+ Anthracite Institute 
58 
tet I became, New York 17 








For FREE Plans of this 
Please send free of charge handsome 16-page color 
Answer Home end others— brochure showing Answer Homes Nos. 1, 2, and $3 
Fill out, mail coupon today with floor plans; also details of Simpli-Fire Room. 
NAME. 
FIRM 
STREET. 
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of course, prefabrication, in which Gropius is presently both 
architect and entrepreneur. Gropius points out that people 
will always rebel against over-mechanization of their way of 
life—against the die-cut row-house or the beehive “project” of 
high density in which the individual life is confined by a fac- 
tory-turned formula. More and more, he believes, the tendency 
will develop, to precision manufacture of the component parts 
of buildings. Then the designer and builder will have at his 
disposal something like a box of blocks—panels, functional 
units, window, floor and roof sections, capable of infinite and 
interchangeable arrangement. 

It is not “standardization” that threatens the ineffable 


of architects, Gropius says, “The external embellishments of 
a building were designed to rival those of the neighboring 
building . . . the emphasis (was) a 
of ieochiens for a common denominator. . 

Gropius has the wisdom of an artist to aie prescriptions 
have never been confinement. He believes that the designer’s 
function can be enlarged rather than diminished by the ma- 
chine. But only if his imagination goes to work at community 
patterns, at the articulation of house to house, and houses to 
streets, community buildings, offices, plants, terminals. 

It is not enough to fashion the literal “home”. We 
must, this architect urges, fashion our total environment with 
the same knowledge of beauty and usefulness inextricably 
joined. We must make it possible to build spaciousness and 
ease into our social life. A job, as Moholy-Nagy observes. 
“for all of us”. M.B. 
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Representatives o ing distributors in session at Factory School 


THE BEST INSTRUCTION ON KITCHEN PLANNING 
THAT HAS YET COME FROM BIG INDUSTRY 


Making your job easier in the new trend toward modern kitch- 
ens, the scientifically organized and conducted distributors’ and 
dealers’ school of American Kitchens is emphasizing, as a basic 
and primary feature, a complete course in the subject of how to 
plan and install a kitchen regardless of size or shape. 

This is a new and different kind of instruction so easily 
absorbed that its specialized training makes these men of 
tremendous potential help to the architect. Their services 
are free,,and they are delighted to cooperate. Consult any 
America Kitchens distributor. 
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Room planned by George Daub, Philadelphia, Architect — 


When the guests have gathered and the 
games are on, nobody likes to hike up- 
stairs to answer the telephone or make 
a call. Naturally, the alert architect 
realizes this and plans for a telephone 
outlet in the playroom as well as in other 
convenient locations. 


Built-in conduit to carry telephone 
wires within the walls, with telephone 


BELL TELEPHONE SYSTEM @® 









(Ad 


outlets at all handy locations, are a 
mark of good planning and sensible 
construction. Prospects will expect 
these features — in‘small homes as well 
as large ones. The cost is small for the 
extra convenience and room beauty. 
Your Bell Telephone Company will 
be glad to help you plan for them. Just 
call your Telephone Business Office. 























THE MOST VERSATILE OF 
ALL BUILDING MATERIALS... 


eww / 


Surprising but true—Alcoa Aluminum is the most 
versatile of all building materials, What you can do with 
other metals you can often do better with aluminum— 
plus the fact—it can often replace nonmetallic materials. 

There is plenty of practical experience to prove the 
advantages of Alcoa Aluminum. More than 100 million 
pounds of Alcoa Aluminum have been used in the con- 
struction field. There are over 212 ways you can use 
aluminum in building. construction alone. Five im- 
portant uses are illustrated mene—stee with distinctive 
advantages. 

Alcoa’s years of experience 6 cam be valuable to you. 
Our nearest sales office will be glad to work with you.on, 
specific applications. Atuminum Company OF AMERICA, . 
2166 Gulf Building, Pittsburgh 19, Pennsylvania. 
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ADMA serves YOU 


in these A ways 











The National Door Manufacturers Association pro- 
vides an efficient test for measuring the effectiveness of 


many years of research, resulted in the establishment 
of definite minimum standards for toxic treatment. 





These minimum standards estab- 
lish a definite yardstick for wood- 
treating which supplements the 
natural lasting qualities of wood 
products, adding still further to 
the durability which wood has 
demonstrated in the homes of 
America. 


The NDMA seal, stamped on 
wood products, provides positive [| 
evidence of sound practice in | | 
toxic preservative treatment. : 

This seal is available by license 
to all manufacturers and distrib- 
utors who conform to the toxic preservative stand- 


ards of the NDMA. 














NDMaA takes a further step in extending its pro- 
tection through periodical mill inspection of treating 
equipment and practices, This inspection is made 
by NDMA technicians. 


In addition, NDMA makes laboratory check tests 
of preservative solutions in order to assure absolute 
conformity to NDMA standards. 


o 
SB NDMaA consistently car- 
=” ries on an educational pro- 
gram in the public interest 
in order to spread knowl- 
edge of its scientific re- 
search. This effort is of 
benefit to architects, build- 


ers and homeowners alike. 





NATIONAL DOOR 


MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION 


MeCORMICK BUILDING ¢ CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 
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Tue Arcuirects’ Committee on the United Nations Center 
has announced the following architects as members of the 
group: David Allison, Richard Bennett, James Edmunds, Jr., 
Moise Goldstein, W. K. Harrison, B. Hoyt, Louis LaBeaume, 
E. D. Litchfield, T: H: Locraft, C. D. Maginnis, Roi Morin, 
R. T. Pancoast, E. R. Purves, E. Saarinen, Alfred Shaw, H. 
L. Shay, R. Walker and W. W. Wurster. 

The Joint Advisory Committee is made up of: A.S.CE.— 
H. M. Lewis, J. W. Pfau and Malcolm Pirnie; A. 1. P.—F. J. 
Adams, C. M. Norton and P. Opperman; A.S. L. A—A. F. 


_ Brinckerhoff, R. E. Griswold and C. E. Morrow; A. IL A— 


Eric Gugler, W. K. Harrison and Ralph Walker. Mr. Gugler 
is chairman for both committees. 


Tue American InstiTuTE oF Decorators at their recent 
fifteenth annual meeting in Philadelphia chose officers for the 
coming year. Reelected to the two top positions were Joseph 
Mullen, president, and Marc Nielsen, chairman of the Board 
of Governors. 
Teacuers Cotiece, Columbia University, announces a survey 
of school building needs of rural America—a building field 
which the U. S. Office of Education estimates will demand 
an annual minimum construction allotment of 2 billion dollars 
during the next five years. Research resulting in a portfolic 
of suggestions adaptable to specific communities will be under- 
taken by Professors Frank Cyr and Henry Linn of Teachers 
College, assisted by John Marshall, school building specialist, 
and Kenneth Bailey, New York city school architect. The 
committee will be glad to criticize proposed school plans, 
placing emphasis on the workability of internal arrangement 
—classroom layout, furniture, cafeterias, special shops, etc. 
(Continued on page 166) 
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. Schools have learned the lesson of health-safety. Archi- 
tects and school officials know there is one solution to 
the problem, insofar as drinking water is concerned . . . 
Halsey Taylor Drinking Fountains. 

There is a type for every need, each with the original 
patented automatic stream control and two-stream pro- 
jector. Write for catalog illus- 
trating and describing the 
complete Halsey Taylor line 
for school installations. 


‘THE HALSEY W. TAYLOR CO., ‘ 
WARREN, OHIO 


DRINKING FOUNTAINS Ks 















When you design with 
Wheeling Expanded Metal 


Expanded Metal Walkway and Skywalk Mesh is simple to 
install, even the most complicated layout. A natural anti-slip 
material, it permits visibility, ventilation, and it stays clean. 


Thanks to its diamond pattern, concentrated loads are 


distributed in all directions, combining maximum strength 
with a minimum of steel. 


In this, as on many other architectural problems, 
Wheeling Expanded Metal offers advantages in meeting 
many different requirements. 


Send for material illustrating practical applications. 








Wheeling products for the Architect 


Wheeling Expanded Metal 
Steel Fleer and Roof Decks 
Metal Lath and Accessories 
Bar-Z-System Partitions 
Galvanized and Painted Reofings, 
Sidings and Roof Fittings 


Steel Ceilings 








WHEELING CORRUGATING COMPANY 
WHEELING, WEST VIRGINIA 








PITTSBURGH PHILADELPHIA MINNEAPOLIS 

COLUMBUS RICHMOND ST. LOUIS 
ATLANTA KANSAS CITY 

CHICAGO LOUISVILLE NEW ORLEANS 
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U.S. Pat. 1,887,814—The ae 
inter-locking grid core withia 

Rezo door allows constant air 
culation, adds extra oe aretth and 
provides greater rigidity. 


THE beauty of Paine Rezo doors is visual. You can 
see instantly the "lift" they give to interiors .... 
how they make small rooms appear lighter and more 
spacious. Yet unseen are the basic factors that make 
Paine Rezo America’s largest selling flush door. Be- 
neath the matchless surface of this 1% inch door is 
a patented, inter-locking air-cell core that checks 
shrinking and warping, while it ‘adds great strength 
to light weight. In addition, this best engineered door 
is pre-fitted, cut to size, easily hung and y fin- 
ished. Its installed cost is no more than that of an 
ordinary door. No wonder more than one million are 
in service ber in every type of building everywhere. 
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Amenican Desicners Institute announces election of officers 
for the next year: Alexander Kostellow, -president; Ernest 
Swartz, vice president; Kem Weber, vice president for the 
West Coast; Henry Glass, secretary; Belle Kogan, treasurer. 


Tue Abert KaHN Memoria ScHOLARSHIP, established by 
Mrs. Albert Kahn, her daughters and son in the Department 
of Architecture of the University of Pennsylvania, provides 
$1,100 to be awarded by the Scholarship Committee of the 
University to a student of outstanding merit. 


Museum or Mopern Art $1,000 PootocrarHy FELLowsHIP 
Awarp has been won by Helen Levitt of New York City. 
Much of her best work has been done in Harlem where her 
miniature camera tries “to record those apparently accidental 
disarrangements that . .. provide a more intense apperception 
of reality”. 


EXHIBITS 


Tue Mi-America Exposition to be held in Cleveland from 
May 23rd to June 2nd will spotlight mid-American industries, 
skills, research, advertising and distribution facilities. 


Propucts or Tomorrow Exposition, scheduled to open at the 
Chicago Coliseum April 27th, has been indefinitely postponed 
due to the uncertainty of products and delivery schedules. 


A Centra Meetinc Piace where advertisers, publishers and 
manufacturers may see the works of 27 recognized modern 
artists has been set up by Troeger-Phillips, Inc., 67 W. 44th 
St., New York, with an eye to incorporating this increasingly 
successful medium in commercial campaigns. Stephan Lion 
acts as the artists’ business representative in handling design 
commissions. (Continued on page 168) 





3ACK AGAIN! 


Protector of your 
home investment. 


YES, it’s here again—the same fine Copper Armored Sisal- 
kraft you specified before the war—now ready for new home 
building! Ideal for all concealed flashing and foundation 
damp coursing, easy-to-use as paper—will not kink, break or 
tear, gives all homes enduring copper protection impermeable 

to the elements. Write. for folder. and your free sample! 


SISALKRAFT 























FOR EARLY DELIVERY 


H™: WELCOME NEWS for every architect or ineer, particularly 
those concerned with the immediate problems where lightness must 
be combined with strength. 
Reynolds Aluminum structural shapes are now available in various light- 
weight, high-strength alloys. Ready to save construction time and money 
. . give a better, longer-lasting job. 
1. Time is saved. Orders now for rolled structural shapes mean early delivery. 
2. Money is saved. Prices on Reynolds Rolled Structural Shapes are based on 
economical capacity production. Shipping costs, too, are lower. 
3. Fabricating and erecting are faster, less expensive. Shapes are rolled to 
exact specifications, are easily handled, may be readily cut or joined. Sections 
are easily placed in position and secured. In fact, larger units may be designed 
than is feasible with other materials. 5s 
Consider Aluminum . Consult Reynolds. See Reynolds Catalog in Sweet’s or 
write for Catalog 104A “Reynolds Aluminum: Its Important Role in Architec- 


ture.” Reynolds technicians are ready to work with you. Offices in ipal 
cities. Phone nearest office for complete information . . . or write samme 


Metals Company, Aluminum Division,2528 South Third St., Louisville 1, Ky. 


REYNOLDS 





ALUMINUM 
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The old law of supply and demand plus high 
wages and other costs make time a most 
important factor in any installation job. The 
Grand Rapids Invizible is a time and mone 
saver because it is by far the easiest of all sa 
balances to install. If you, too, are interested 
in cutting off time at this end, make a date with 
the Grand Rapids Invizible. You'll be impressed 
with its durability, ease of adjustment and the 
fact that it is actually invisible — no exposed 
tubes — tapes and cables entirely eliminated. 
And, too, only 10 sizes meet 95% of all resi- 
dential requirements. 
SEND FOR SASH BALANCE CATALOG 
which contains com; information on sash balance sizes, 
directions for installing, etc. All fully illustrated. 
GRAND RAPIDS SASH PULLEYS 

No. 103 face plate, cone bearing 

type and Nos. 175, 109, 110 

sawtooth drive sash mn 

~~ 81 sash pulley 
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NEW OFFICES 

Garrett Ecxso, Rosert Royston and Epwarp WILLIAMS 
announce their association as Eckbo, Royston & Williams, 
planning consultants, landscape architects, site and recreation 
planners, with offices at 21 Columbus Ave., San Francisco and 
624 South Carondelet, Los Angeles, Calif. 


VictorineE and Samuet Homsey, architects, announce the re- 
opening of their office at 917 Gilpin Ave., Wilmington, Del. 
Theodore Fletcher will be associated with them in practice. 


James C. Rose, with CuristopHerR TUNNARD as consultant, 
has opened an office of modern landscape design at 19 W. 
4Ath St., New York, N. Y. This office will render complete 
service including site choice and analysis, integration of build- 
ing and space, planting and supervision of planning programs. 


Georce Russet: and Epvarpo SaMANiEco are ferming a 
partnership for the practice of architecture. Mr. Samaniego 
served as chief architect with the U. S. Engineers in London 
and Paris; and both he and Mr. Russell worked on war proj- 
ects in Great Britain. The firm, Russell and Samaniego, will 
have offices at 3275 Wilshire Boulevard, Los Angeles, Calif. 


Hincuam Construction & Suppty Co., disbanded during the 
war years, announced the reopening of its office at the address, 
Box #53, Hingham, Mass. 


COMPETITIONS 


An INTERNATIONAL WaALLpaper Desicn Competition, offering 
$7,500 in prizes will be conducted by United Wallpaper, Inc. 
between April 1 and August 31. Wallpaper design will be 
divided into six classifications: (Continued on page 170) 














Who are the Men whol OK the Plans 
the GREAT NEW PLANTS of Zo 






Architectural Forum recently pictured this new 
BELL AIRCRAFT plant at as likely to 
influence new (Bight of the twelve men 
identified by Bell as top decision-making directors and 

i are Time subscribers of record. The numbers 
on their subscriptions are: NDH-422-40; RW-JO-402; 
22-75-H-836-478 ;11-10-ZMH375-496; 4-35-ZH-541-840; 
13-10-2MH945-684; 5-10-MH-951-355; 5-10-ZGGH-16-910.) 





Today, a sales story for building products or 
equipment must run a gauntlet of many keen, 
and questioning minds—must collect OK’s from 
not one but several specialized higher-ups. 
That’s one reason why, in the first six months 
of 1945, industrial building advertisers spent 
more dollars in Time than in any other maga- 
zine—to tell their sales story to more officers, 


_ 


managers, directors, key men all through the 
levels of executive responsibility. 

Of special interest to advertisers: (a) almost 
exactly half of all the directors and decision- 
making executives of 588 of the best known U. S. 
companies read Time every week; (b) Tume’s 
more-than-a-million men say “We prefer Time 
ten-to-one over any other magazine we read.””* 





*in foct, survey atter survey among top people everywhere 
show that time and time again it’s TIME and TIME again! 























_THE GATEWAY TO THE BUILDING MARKET 
ball 
ADVERTISING OFFICES © NEWYORK © CHICAGO © BOSTON + PHILADELPHIA © CLEVELAND + DETROIT + ST.LOUIS + SAN FRANCISCO * TORONTO +» MONTREAL 








FOR THE NEWEST AND SMARTEST 
tN BATHROOM ACCESSORIES 
AND MEDICINE CABINETS 


Production has started. With expanded 
facilities, we are making every effort to 
catch up with the demand. You'll find 
quality HALL-MACK accessories and cab- 
inets are worth waiting for because you 
can count on them to please your most 
discriminating customers. Distributed 
through plumbing, tile and hardware 
dealers everywhere. 
ILLUSTRATED ABOVE: 
‘talf pillar of Suoresceat light 


Medicine 
interior, a half pillar of 
door and light fixtures 


Concealed Lavatory Unie Io. 338 holds soap, combler and 


conceals these 
altisies when wot in won. Mads of beans, choseiem phased. 
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living room, dining room, hall, bedroom, kitchen and bath- 
room, A prize of $1,000 will be awarded for the best design 
in each classification, plus a grand prize of $1,500 to the 
winner whose design is judged best in the competition. Com- 
plete information may be obtained from International Design 
Competition, United Wallpaper Inc., 3330 W. Fillmore St., 
Chicago, Il. 


A Fasric Desicn Contest sponsored by the Department of In- 
dustrial Design of the Museum of Modern Art will close June 
1, 1946. $2,000 will be offered in prizes: $500 for the best 
design, and the rest to be awarded at the discretion of the 
jury—with no prize less than $50. Several prize-winning 
designs will be reproduced and sold in leading stores. The 
exhibit will be circulated throughout the country after its 
preliminary showing at the Museum early in 1947. For further 
information, address: Mr. Eliot Noyes, Museum of Modern 
Art, 11 W. 53rd St., New York. 

DIED 

Crype R. Prace, consulting engineer, aged 68 in St. Clare’s 
Hospital, New York. Mr. Place, former director of the N. Y. 
Building Congress and specialist in engineering design, had 
acted as consultant for Rockefeller Center, Grand Central 
Terminal, National Gallery of Art in Washington, Peking 
University, the British Museum, Thomas Jefferson Memorial 
and many other buildings. 

CORRECTION 

We regret that on page 115 of our February issue we failed 
to give credit to the students of Housing and City Planning, 
Columbia University School of Architecture, who, under 
Leopold Arnaud, Dean, constructed the model labeled “North 
End of Redevelopment”—Riverview Housing #2. 








COMPLETE 
DETAILS 


STORING ARE WORTH MEASURING * 


LIQUID OMETER 


AN AVE LON 











ANNOUNCING BEAUTIFUL NEW 





LOOKS NEW AFTER 25,000 WASHINGS 


Proof Against Mildew, Bacteria, Vermin! . . . Fire-resistant 
—Odorless! Climate Proof ... Ne Coating to Peel, Crack 
or Discolor! ...90 Beautiful Styles—Florals, Weaves, Plaids, 
Tones! . .. Goes Up as Easily as Wallpaper! 
* 


IMAGINE! Here is a wall covering with the warmth and 
charm of the most beautiful tapestry—yet as washable, as 
sanitary, as durable and ever-new as porcelain! 


Yes, VARLON is different from any wall covering you've 
ever seen or heard of! 


VARLON goes up like wallpaper, but do not confuse it 
with laminated products. VARLON has no coatings to disin- 


VARLO Nine 
bie Waures 


For details about the $7,500.00 International Wallpaper.Design 
Contest write to United Wallpaper, Inc., Chicago 54, Illinois 


tegrate and discolor. VARLON is complete in itself... made 
with miracle plastics an entirely new way, through nine 
years’ research by the world’s largest maker of wall cov- 
erings. : 


The result? VARLON’s resistance to wear and stain goes 
clear through ...keeps VARLON STAINPROOF AND NEW- 
LOOKING AFTER 25,000 WASHINGS! 


Your interior decorator knows how VARLON in lobbies, 


Send today for complete descriptive details including 
reports by a famous independent testing laboratory. Simply 
mail the coupon. 





VARLON, INC., Merchandise Mart, Dept. 135-546 
Chicago 54, Illinois 

Please rush me fact-packed TEST DATA SHEETS on 
VARLON Stainproof Wall Covering. 


Name 





Title 





Address 








City. ee. 
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for small homes, too, 


add The mank of dillinclion/ 


Maybe you've always thought of Architectural Metals in terms of commercial, monu- 
mental or institutional buildings. If so, it'a time {6 enlarge your thinking. 
Architectural metals, because of their extreme versatility and because they combine 


Se SRY. Sk SSS Sey See ee ee including small 
houses. 


For instance, ei ch concn teil daca odo mechs to eG ~~ 
exterior appearance of a home or add distinctive beauty to its interior. The use of 
aluminum windows and prefabricated lightweight steel stair units for residences are 
other instances where metal work can serve you and your clients to good advantage. 


As you design tomorrow's buildings—whether they be residential or commercial, large 
or small—use architectural metals—for extra strength, extra protection in stairs, railings, 
door frames, windows and in hundreds of other building items. Use them, too, in the 
entrance, for store fronts, marquees, grilles, and all types of exterior and interior 








The manufacturers and fabricators of architectural metals are anxious to work with 
you, to offer helpful suggestions and to be of assistance in any way they can. Consult 
them whenever you plan new buildings. 


Architects interested in obtaining a copy of the new Handbook on Stairs and Railings 

published by the Association are invited to contact any of the members. For a 

Directory containing names and addresses of Leading Fabricators write to Dept. AF-S. 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 


ORNAMENTAL METAL MANUFACTURERS 


209 CEDAR AVENUE, TAKOMA PARK, WASHINGTON 12, D.C. 








WRIGHTFLOR 
Combines Style with Utility 


Unlimited designs . . . innumerable patterns can 
be had with Wrightflor. The mottled-color com- 
binations have no limits! You can mix ’em or 
match ’em anyway you please . . . to harmonize 


or contrast. 

And with all this high floor style goes the assur- 
ance that Wrightflor can’t be beat for long wear 
under the heaviest traffic abuse. Wrightflor 
colors can’t wear off . hag ot built right 
through the tile. Its resilience makes it easy on 
the feet . . . absorbs shock and sound. oe 
high-density surface is impervious 
- - » resists cracking and pore omy Write aise 
color samples with prices and specifications. 


peas WRIGHT-ON-TOP 
Compression Base 
The modern finish between wall and floor. 





dirt and water. Specify Wright-on-Top 
with every type of floor. Write for details. 


TAYLOR MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


WRIGHT RUBBER TILE 
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FREE SERVICE FOR DISCHARGED VETERANS 





POSITIONS WANTED 
CIVIL ENGINEER—interested in soils 
work and foundation engineering. Ex 
perience in designing of structural steel, 
concrete and wood projects. B.S.C.E. 
from Purdue University. Would like « 
position with a good future in a pro- 
gressive organization, preferably in or 
near Phoenix, Tucson or Los Angeles. 
28 years old, married. Box E-24l. 
HOSPITAL ENGINEER—4 mos. Post 
Engineer Army General Hospital 
(multi-storied). Pre-service exper. 10 
years diversified income 


upon request. 
229 S.W. “yh St., Miami, Fla. 
INDUSTRIAL DESIGNER— Age 30, 
pr ges Shea Recreate 
of Cincinnati; desires creative design 
connection with industrial designer or 
firm. 4 


veterans secure professional and i 

industry, THE FORUM will publish without charge classified ads giving applicants’ qualifica- 

tions, stating preference in occupation and location. Ads may be run with name and address 

or with box number. (if answering ads please include postage for forwarding—3¢ per letter.) 
Employers seeking personnel are urged to make known their requirements. Address: G.!. Jobs 

THE ARCHITECTURAL FORUM 

360 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 





types of army constr., including all 
types of prefab huts, 8 yrs. pre-war 
exper. in bldg. constr. 3 yrs. C.E. at 


Write, wire or phone, 
R. C. MacLain, 214 W. Lincoln, Har- 
lingen, Tex. 

PROFESSIONAL ENGINEER—with for- 


RESEARCH—STATISTICS—Vet, 25, 
BS Degree NYU. Interested in pos. with 
bldg. material mfgr. doing market re- 
search, trade surveys or statistics. Army 
exper. (2 a as labor analyst and 





years 

References. Box E-244. 

ACCOUNTANT—Desires position as 
hi wes 





Hl 


—with future in construction or en- 
gineering firm. 15 yrs. accounting ex- 
perience, licensed broker, 3 years USN 
Disbursing. Age 38. Box E-245. 

prereg y ite licensed, regs in 


and minded. Box 

E-246. 

ATTENTION: CONTRACTORS, AR- 
HOME BUILD! \ 

plete engineering Studies, 


location preference. 
Leonard Eg Pim vag er 59 
N. Y. 
SALES ENGINEER—interested in an 
asen. with a large distributor or an in- 
dependent dealership in bldg. equip. for 
Locatio: 


any western \. 
and with ideas. Best refs. Vet., 31, 
Reed 





desires 
tablish your product in N.Y. area. Box 
E-254, 


ARCHITECTURAL DRAFTSMAN —5 
yrs. schooling and 5 yrs. 


experience. 
S Sasieis peels week So Mew York 


City. Box E-255. 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECT—Married, 


Also has exper. as site planner and civil 
engineer. Prefers East or Middle West. 


and Box E-256. 





Desires permanent posi- 
tion with arch. firm doing modern work. 
Box E-231. 


(Continued on page 176) 
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Robertson Q-Floors are the starting point for wiring 
that’s fully adequate 






Q-Floor wiring is the only way to make the job complete : 








Only General Electric sells Q-Floor wiring 


It will pay you to remember these important facts whenever 
you consider the electrical needs of your clients. The cellular 
steel members of Robertson Q-Floors make ideal permanent 
raceways for completely flexible and adequate electrical sys- 
tems. Patented G-E Q-Floor wiring is the only material used 
ta install electrical services in Q-Floors. The combination of 
these two structural and electrical systems -results in an 
extremely simple and flexible method of supplying the elec- 
trical requirements of office buildings, banks, hospitals, indus- 
trial plants, and other construction requiring a number of 
services and 100 per-cent electrical availability. 

G-E Q-Floor wiring consists of easily installed header ducts 
with floor cells located on six inch centers, thus permitting 
the use of outlets anywhere in the floor every six inches. New 
power, signal and telephone connections can be added at will 
throughout the life of the building. 

Before writing specifications for any job involving raceways, 
building wire or wiring devices, ask your nearest G-E Mer- 
chandise Distributor for information on the complete G-E 
line, or write to Section C-562-26, Appliance and Merchandise 
Department, General Electric Company, Bridgeport, Conn. 





























For Wood and Concrete Floors 


G:E Fiberduct underfloor raceways 
provide full electrical adequacy and 
flexibility when masonry or wood-type 
construction is used. Outlets can be 
preset at the factory or can be added 
later at any time. 
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The Cleanable 


CELL 


filter 

plate Msemblies. This feature 
elim’ need for providing 
water, GA compressed air and 




















sewer s at each in- material.. A 

i pare collector plate of collector 
assemblieMican be set into aoa ' ‘ es intermittently 
place ai rvice continued t : front.of the filter 
uninterry; ile dirty plates BY i viscous cleaning 
are being med. Send ‘for bottom. Send for 
Bulletin No. 250. 












Renewable Media . 


This is the only Electronic dry filter on the 

market. Uses sheets of “charged”: airmat 

paper which are renewed manually or by a 

mechanical loader. Combines sf 

with’ Electroni 

continuous service even thru. ty 
: power failure should it occur. 

Bulletin No. 253... 21 















* AAF offers, for the first time, High efficiency air 


e of Electronic filters to meet any require: 





t, either commercial 
behind the development 
0 years of reseach and , 


Booklet shown below. 










or industrial, Weg super-clean air. For the interesting sj 


which are the result a 





of 









experimenietion senc 
AMERICAN AIR FILTER COMPANY, INC. 


Incorporated 
cum Sones hada Tame weno 
Limited, Montreal, P.Q. 


AAL | Election. PRECIPITATORS 


FOR EVERY COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL AIR CLEANING PROBLEM 


AiR FILTRATION 
will be sent 








free on request. 
Write a 
copy to rth 
there's no obli- 
gation. 
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ANYSTREAM SELF-CLEANING SHOWER HEAD 


NOW AVAILABLE 


FOR PROMPT DELIVERY 


In new construction or in modernizing, no shower is at its best - 


unless it has a Speakman Anystream Shower Head. Here’s a 
shower that’s built for years of unmatchable service. With a turn 
of the adjustment handle the user may adjust the spray at will. 

There are no annoying “hollow spots” in the Anystream spray. 
Nor will an Anystream become a “squirter”’ producing a scattered 
spray pattern —the self-cleaning feature keeps it from clogging. 

Use Anystream Self-Cleaning Shower Heads to keep new in- 
stallations up-to-date . . . and to rejuvenate old shower baths. For 
homes, hotels, apartments, schools, hospitals and institutions. 


Speakman Showers and Fixtures are distributed nationally 
through plumbing wholesale supply dealers 
and plumbing contractors. 





A condensed catalog of Speak Showers and Fixtures is listed in Sweet's Architectural File. 


SPEAKMAN 


SHOWERS AND FIXTURES 
“The best in brass since 1869” 


SPEAKMAN COMPANY, WILMINGTON 99, DELAWARE 
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} suowers IN | 


> 


@ REGULAR sPRAY 
Relaxing, soft, satisfying. 





@ NEEDLE SPRAY 
Just turn the adjusting handle a 
quarter-turn and you havea ting- 
ling, invigorating needle spray. 





© Fioop spray 


Another quarter-turn and you 
get a no-splash rinse. 





NEVER THIS—No squirt, no dribble with 
an Anystream Head.{The self-cleaning 
feature keeps the spray full-flowing and 
free of “hollows”’ and “‘dry spots.” 


— 








A prefabricated aluminum roof has recently 
been installed on the reinforced concrete half- 
dome and barrel vault of Cincinnati's thirteen 
year éid Union Terminal. Weighing only one- 


twentieth as much as the ceramic facing it re- - 


places, the new installation is interesting not 
only for its size—32,000 sq. ft. of roofing was 
involved—but also for the fabrication and in- 
stallation methods employed. A total of 1,123 
sections of 14 gauge aluminum sheet was 
fabricated by the Overly Manufacturing Co. 
at their Greensburg, Pa., plant. These sections 
had to be tapered in plan and curved in both 
directions to correspond exactly to the dome 
and barrel. Extruded battens and caps had 
also’to conform to the curve of dome and bar- 


rel. And to handle the problem of expansion 


and contraction, which is considerable in a 
roof of this size and type, all joints were 
staggered. Thus the entire job hid to be laid 


out full-size at the plant and all pieces num- * ~ 


bered as they were produced. 


»,Prior to the actual installation of the new 
stiffacing, the old roof was removed and the 


concrete dome and barrel prepared. The éxist- 
ing 30 lb. felt layer was left in place, being 
repaired where necessary. On top of this a 1 
in. layer of Armstrong cork was mopped on, 
followed by another layer of 30 lb. felt. This 
was topped by a 15 Ib. asbestos felt whose 
upper surface was dry. On this foundation, 
the, prefabricated aluminum sections were 
laid. Dome was topped by prefabricated crown 
caps of special design, welded in place. ° 


cadcness of the Job over three and one half 
months is apparent in construction views above. 
Work proceeded both laterally and vertically, 
though each segment was begun from the base 
and developed upward. Special mobile scaffold- 
ing increased safety and speed of job. 


FINISHED ROOF presents compact network of 
interlocking, sliding aluminum elements capable 
ef withstanding expansion and contraction while 
remaining weatherproof. All parts of roof are 
teadily accessible for any emergency repairs. 


PREFORMED ALUMINUM ROOF In lppe onto concrete dome of Cincinnati's Union Terminal witht hth. Wighing one-twentith 
_ eee and designed for a high expansion-contraction factor, it promises low maintenance and long life. 


PARTS ‘The Terminal roof employs the so-called Gootwin batten system. It consists\of three basic 
elements: the battens and batten caps {, and. the curved and tapered sheets 2, Preformed to Faagre 
curvature of dims, theca chests are ste Sigaauss tn the spper tind of Che Bune, every etter Be ‘tten is 
received by a specially-formed overlapping sheet 3, 


fi. . 2. Sia ies ' m 3. . 1 

' 
INSTALLATION After removal of the old roofing, the felt was repaired, cork sheets and asbestos felt 
mopped down j, Subsurface complete, battens were installed 2, To secure these in place, holes were drilled 
through felt, cork and 1/2 in, Pinto concrete. After expansion shields and caulking compound were placed, 


anchor bolts were inserted in holes. Final step involved slipping roof sections over battens and then bolting 
weatherproof batten caps into place 3, 





NEW VISUAL ENVIRONMENT in 30 yr. old Bowditch School is the result of careful consideration of all factors involved in vision and posture, 


It is not often that such dramatic changes are 
wrought by such simple means as those used 
in this remodeled classroom in the Bowditch 
School at Salem, Mass. A standard lighting 
fixture, a new chair, vertically-louvered blinds 
and ordinary paint combined to produce a 
startling increase in the efficiency and pleas- 


antness of a 30-year-old classroom. But if the 
means were simple, the analysis of the problem 
was unusually imaginative and complete and 
the solution was anything but routine. 
The entire project was designed and financed 
by the General Engineering Department of 
Sylvania Electric Products, Inc., in cooperation 


with the Salem School Department. The room 
was selected because it was typical of thou- 
sands like it across the country, The problem 
was to provide the best possible visual en- 
vironment without major changes. How well 
this was accomplished is apparent in the paired 
pictures below of conditions before and after. 


AFTER 








( 


Desk tops 30% 
natural wood) 





SS aneneeee 

THREE CIRCUITS, controlled by separate 
switches, permit mixing of natural and 
artificial light to maintain 40 foot- 
candle level throughout room. 


‘ 








VERTICAL METAL LOUVERS are fixed in 
frame which is hinged at top for window — 
. Cleaning. Louvers are 4 in. wide, slightly 
‘S-shapéd in section and spaced 3/2 In. 
apart: Because of nearby buildings, blinds 
were not neéded on lower third of window. 


>| 





HIGH ILLUMINATION, even light distribution, low brightness contrasts and reduction of giare yield new standards of student comfort. 


Before Sylvania’s engineers made any changes 
in the Bowditch classroom, they measured its 
visual environment. Conditions were pretty 
bad. Even with the lights on, desks along the 
inner wall seldom got more than two or three 
foot-candles. Brightness contrasts were appal- 
ling: contrast between the window and the sur- 
rounding wall was on the order of 150:1, while 
the spread between window and front wall was 
55:1. The glare on the desk tops was severe; 
and the brightness of the sky at the forward 
angles of the children’s field of vision was ex- 
cessive. When finished, the general illumi- 
nation level of the room had been raised to 
17 foot-candles without lights (and without 
louvers) along the inner row of desks, and to 
above 40 foot-candles with lights. The bright- 
ness ratios mentioned above had been reduced 
to 7:1 and 2 1/3:1, respectively; glare had 
been greatly reduced and sky-brightness elimi- 
nated from the children’s field of vision. A dark 
and shabby room had become a bright, attrac- 
tive one which students and teacher both like. 


Color and light 

It is typical of advances in illumination that 
Sylvania engineers began their redesign of the 
visual environment with the room rather than 
the lamps. First step was to alter completely 
the light reflecting properties of every surface 
in the room—ceilings, walls, floor and furni- 
ture. Wall and ceiling colors were selected 
only after careful consideration of those in use 
elsewhere. The' engineers found “much theo- 


rizing about warm or cold, advancing or reced- 
ing colors.” But they decided that cool colors 
were of no great importance to a room so little 
used in hot weather while warm colors had the 
advantage of looking very much the same - 
under daylight as under white fluorescents. — 
Hence the colors finally selected were warm, 


‘coral tones. The upper walls were lighter 


(Munsell Color No. 50YR 9/2) while those 
of the wainscot were the same but darker 
(Munsell Color No. 50YR 8/4). The ceilings 
were painted in white with a trace of wall 
color. The new venetian blinds were painted 
wainscot color. 

The huge light-absorptive area of the old 
blackboards was replaced with off-white glass 
chalkboards (backpainted with ceiling color) 
across the front of the room; elsewhere black- 
boards were replaced with tackboards. These 
were made of natural color cotton crash pasted 
like wallpaper onto fiberboard panels. 

The dark wood floors were covered with a 
light gray asphalt tile, marbelized in red and 
black. The new chairs and desk (see page 
182) have a light natural wood finish. 

Thus redecorated, the classroom yielded the 
following reflection factors: 


Surtace in 
Ceiling 
Upper walls 
Chalkboards 
Tackboards 
Lower walls 
Desk tops 
Floor 


*— FOOT CANDLES ——> 


ry i ,%, 

Control of natural and artificial light 

The Bowditch employs two very 
simple fixtures for control of ; and arti- 
ficial light. ‘The first of these’are the specially 
designed and fabricated venetian blinds (see 
above). Vertically-louvered, these are an ef- 
fective answer to several daylighting problems. 
They eliminaté excessive sky-brightness from 
the child’s field of vision when facing forward ; 
yet they permit him to see out by turning to 
one'side. They'allow as much daylight as ‘pos- 
sible to reach the inner side of the room. They 
require no adjustment—pulling down the 
roller shade behind them excludes direct sun- 
light. A small theoretical gain in efficiency 
could have’ been made by having movable 
louvers which could be adjusted to different 


CHARTS SHOW ROOM'S IMPROVED LIGHTING 
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*—— DESK ROWS——* 
DAYLIGHT ONLY 
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thew tditdng bs Winselant angect of peg somfert to renovated classroom at Bowditch School. 





concepts of posture and comfort. Princi- 
pal feature is an automatically adjusta- 
ble seat. A special hinge permits the 
seat to pivot horizontally from front to 
back (but without any movement from 
side to side) and a spring keeps the 
action from being toe-abrapt. The con- 
tour of the seat is also a composite of 
many tests. : 

The combined chair arm and desk 
was sloped to 18.5° from the horizontal 
for visual purposes (the chair back is 
sloped 18.5° from the vertical) and is 
designed to ‘fit the body much more 
closely than the conventional school 
desk. Although the unit as a whole was 
found to be satisfactory from the stand- 
point of vision and posture, the children 
found it difficult to get in and out. The 
designers are now working on a free- 
standing desk unit, a mock-up of which 
is shown below. 





NEW DESK EMPLOYS REVERSIBLE TRIANGULAR WRITING AND DRAWING: BLOCK 


= 





ae 


SHORT PUPILS siouch forward in order to place 
their feet on the floor since—sitting erect—their 
feet may be as much as 2 in. off floor. 


= 





2 F + 4 
TALL PUPILS in conventional seating must slouch 
forward in order to use desk top for writing. 








Cm ) 2 
ALL PUPILS in Marcus-Nocka seating have their 
weight evenly distributed between pivoted seat 
and floor. Note that short pupil is raised, tall 
pupil lowered toward the same writing plane. 
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daylight conditions. But it-was felt that this 
gain would be more than offset by the risk of 
the louvers being left at the wrong angle. 

Nine standard fluorescent fixtures were hung 
from new outlets near the forfier. ones, the 
bottom of the fixture being 2 ft. from ceiling. 
The only modification was the use—on the 
side toward the back.of the room—of a glass of 
greater density having a ceramic coating on the 
inner side. This reduced the brightness on the 
student’s side to approximately 4 of the for- 
ward side. The engineers felt, however, that 
further reductions in brightness were desira- 
ble: “a reasonable goal seems to be one candle- 
power per sq. in. which is the general bright- 
ness of the room.” Experiments along this line 
are continuing. 

These fixtures are organized into three inde- 
pendent circuits (see wiring diagram p. 181). 
Switch No. 1 controls all lamps in inside row 
and upper two lamps in center row of fixtures. 
This circuit is kept on at all times; otherwise 
no desk in a room of this width, with windows 
along only one wall, would get the 40 foot- 
candles of daylight deemed necessary. The 
second switch controls half the lamps in the 
middle row of fixtures and half in the outside 
row. This switch is operated by a student 
monitor who has a light meter on her desk. 
When the illumination level falls below 40 
foot-candles, she turns No. 2 circuit on. 
Switch No. 3 controls the remaining half of 
the lamps in.the outer row: these are used only 
on very cloudy days. 

Operating in the redecorated classroom, 
with its: greatly increased reflectivity, the new 
lighting fixtures and blinds yield an even dis- 
tribution of light (see charts p. 181). -Regard- 
less of weather or sky conditions, this illumina- 
tion level can be held at 40 foot-candles, 
and can be raised even higher if desired. But 
although the general brightness value of the 
new room is some twenty times that of the old 
one, brightness contrasts have been even more 
dramatically reduced. As seen from the rear 
of the room, using a combination of day and 
artificial light, principal brightness ratios were 
measured as follows: 


Luminaire to brightest part of 

ceiling 6:1 
Brightest to darkest part of ceiling 42:1 
Ceiling, brightest area, to upper 


front wall 4:1 
Upper front wall to chalkboard Weil 
Chalkboard to dado Wes 
Upper side wall to tackboard 2:1% 
Tackboard to dado Wer 
Dado to floor 11/331 
White paper to desk top Yer 
Desk top to floor 931 


The new Bowditch classroom thus affords 
the children a truly comfortable visual environ- 
ment, achieved with relatively simple means. 
The light fixtures are themselves standard. 
The louvered blinds, if placed in quantity pro- 
duction, should cost less than venetian blinds. 
Other changes involve no great novelty or 
expense. White chalkboards should cost no 
more than black, light colors no more than 
dark, functional seating no more than conven- 
tional. And the children’s posture, eyesight 
and general well-being cannot but be improved. 
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What the teacher thinks 

Miss’ Alice Nelson of Salem; Mass., is the 
teacher of the 5th grade class which assembles 
in the remodeled classroom. Miss Nelson has 
taught.the same grade in this same classroom 
since 1928;ishe is thus qualified to judge the 
effect of the remodeled room on the student’s 
work and on her own work. Says she: “The 
room is much more pleasant than before. With 
the old lighting system; the room was either 
very dull or very bright because it was im- 
possible to, control the light. 

“Tt’s a little too early to judge whether there 
has been any improvement in the children’s 
posture since they have been in the room for 
less than one full school year so far.” (Syl- 
vania began work on the room last summer 
and had it ready for the term starting Sept. 
1945.) 

Miss Nelson finds the color scheme very 
satisfactory because “now there is not so much 
difference between the color of the paper on 
which the children work and the color of the 
walls with which they are surrounded. 

“As to the chalkboards, I like their > 
pearance but find them harder to work on than 
the old blackboards.” (A plastic chalkboard 
has been suggested by Sylvania engineers 
working on this project, but to their knowl- 


edge no. plastic company has yet serge 


such a board.) 





CHILD CAN USE SIMPLE LIGHT METER 


“All the children want to work the light 
meter. If the monitor is out of the room, some 
other child will always tell me if the light has 
changed. Before the room was remodeled and 
relighted, there were always some children 
complaining that they couldn’t see what was 
written on the board. Since the new lighting 
has been installed there have been no com- 
plaints of this kind and no difficulty in seeing 
the board from any part of the room. 

“The new bulletin board looks well and 
gives me a place to put so many things I had 
to keep in the drawers of my desk before . .’. 
Nowadays, we are encouraged to use visual 
aids as much as possible, and the bulletin 
boards allow much more room to display such 
items. 

“The children take better care of the room 
now than they did of the old-style room,” Miss 
Nelson says. “They like to clean it and keep 
it clean. 

Miss Nelson likes her new base of opera- 
tions: “I hope I don’t have to go back to the 
old-style room,” .she says. 





STORMER MOBILE UNITS operating on tracks (right) make possible the servicing of six rows of storage units 
by one aisie, while conventional storage layout (left) requires one aisle for every two rows. Space savings 
vary according to plant layout, but savings are great as most corridors are eliminated. dais 85 (lower 


right) shows niethod of mounting mobile units. 


, 


MOBILE STORAGE SYSTEM—operating on tracks—achieve space savings of 30 to 40 per cent. 
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LAYOUTS show adaptability of the Stormor system. 
Almost any number of bie units (shaded) can 
be operated in front of a row of fixed units (black). 


COMMERCIAL INSTALLATION (below) shows appli- 
cation of four tiers of storage units. Rails may be 
countersurik where desired. 








Stormor mobile storage system is & new’ 
method of arranging rows of storage units on 


banks, three or four deep, of movable storage 
units operating on rails, thus eliminating the 
many corridors qgcessary with stationary stor- 
age units. A small space in each row left va- 
cant provides maneuverability of units into 
any position and entrance to the ,rear units. 
Stormor was invented by T. E. Foulkes of 
England and was used extensively by the 
British government and many large British 
industrial concerns during the war. Rating a 
priority for its importance to the war effort, 
seraas sper sles Sc al soe 
storage space for mobile 
trucks used in the African campaign. Patente 
on this mobile storage system have been taken 
out in 60 countries, and an American Stormor 
Co., New York, is in process of organization. 
The crux of the Stormor system is a steel 
frame which has four steel wheels, sized ac-. 
cording to the weight it has to support. Racks, 
storage bins, file cabinets, or containers of al- 
most any description can be mounted on the 
wheeled units and placed on the rails. They 
move easily enough that several may be pushed 
at one time, and rubber bumpers mounted on 
the top of the storage units provide safety for 
the fingers. Usual layout of a system calls for 
several rows of movable units placed in front _ 
of a row of fixed units, with a space equal to 
one cabinet left vacant in each movable row. 
The flexible arrangement of the front lines of 
cabinets makes possible quick accessibility of 
any item stored in any of the rows. Where 
formerly one corridor served only two station- . 
ary rows of storage units, one corridor will 
service six or more mobile storage rows. 
Different types of Stormor units will be 
available for new installations. Also, systems 
may be engineered to existing installations 
where no additional storage units are required. 
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“The Magazine of Building” is available to those engaged 
in design, construction, financing and operation of buildings; 
$4.00 a year, by subscription. Published monthly by Time Inc., 
350 Fifth Ave., New York 1, N. Y. 
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Adlake Aluminum Windows offer many advantages for so little more. 


Elimination of excessive air infiltration, finger-tip control, no warp- 
ing or sticking—thanks to an exclusive combination of nonmetallic 
weatherstripping and serrated guides. What’s more, they’re beautifully 
designed for lasting architectural appeal and efficiency. We believe 
you'll find it well worth while to get full information about Adlake 
Windows before specifying or detailing any window. 


Tue Apams & Westiaxe Company 


ALSO WINDOW MAKERS TO THE TRANSPORTATION INDUSTRY 
- ESTABLISHED 1857 ELKHART, INDIANA NEW YORK + CHICAGO 
! 
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HERE’S A ROOF DRAINAGE METAL 
THAT’S DURABLE AND DISTINCTIVE 


Stainless Steel is more than a strong, 
extra-durable metal that assures long 
life for gutters and downspouts, can- 
opies and related construction. Its soft, 
neutral color lends distinction to better 
homes. 

But most important, there is no main- 
tenance problem when you specify 
ARMCO Stainless Steel for roof drain- 
age systems. While initially more costly 
than inferior metals, this rustless steel 
more than makes up the difference in 





SEE SWEET'S CATALOG for uses, advan- 
tages. and specifications of these Armco 
special-purpose sheets: 
Galvanized ARMCO ingot iron 


ARMCO Galvanized PAINTGRIP Steel 
(also available with ARMCO Ingot Iron or 
copper steel base) 


ARMCO Stainless Steel 
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decidedly longer and trouble-free 
service. 

ARMCO Stainless Steel has many 
other applications in building construc- 
tion and equipment. Its use in window 
frames puts an end to troublesome rust 
and jamming. For shop-fronts and the- 
ater marquees, stainless provides high 
visibility and attraction. In kitchen and 
serving equipment, stainless steel has 
long been accepted for its ease of clean- 
ing, sanitary surface and permanence. 


Special-Purpose Sheet Steels 


When you specify stainless steel, 
your clients get a lifetime metal that 
serves long and well. And when it car- 
ries the Armco label they get the extra 
assurance of Armco experience in 
developing and producing special- 
purpose sheet steels. They recognize 
the familiar Armco triangle as a mark 
of special quality. . . . The American 
Rolling Mill Company, 681 Curtis St., 
Middletown, Ohio. Export: The Armco 
International Corporation. 








THE TILE-TEX COMPANY, 
Asphalt Tile Mfr. 
Chicago Heights, Ilinois ° 





























Two factors are necessary to produce a fine asphalt 
tile installation—first, the best asphalt tile that can 
be made and second, top-notch application “know- 
how” by a responsible asphalt tile contractor. 

The floor contractor who handles Tile-Tex products 
is carefully chosen by The Tile-Tex Company. His 
selection is not by happenstance: He must know. a 
good deal about the problems involved in installing 
all kinds of resilient floors and a great deal about 
applying asphalt tile. He must be generally familiar 
with all phases of building construction and, above 
all, he must be a conscientious craftsman and finan- 
cially responsible. 

We have exerted our best efforts, over the years, to 
improve the standards of installation practice in the 
asphalt tile field. We shall continue to do so as im- 
provements in the quality of Tile-Tex Asphalt Tile 
make possible corresponding improvements in in- 
stallation technique. We know that you and your 
clients buy the Tile-Tex system—(1) good Tile-Tex 
products provided by a pioneering manufacturer and 
(2) workmanship provided by the flooring 
contractor. 


Inc. 
Subsidiary of The Flintkote Company 
220-E. 42nd Street, New York City 





All of this means that when you specify Tile-Tex 
Asphalt Tile you also have available the services of a 
nation-wide organization of floor specialists. When 
you see the sign above on the door of a floor con- 
tractor’s office, you know that here is a flooring man 
of ability and integrity who is qualified to in the 
best in asphalt tile—Tile-Tex. 



























LIGHTWEIGHT PLASTIC CORE MATERIAL for bonding to 
metal, wood or plastic sheets. 
Lighter than cork, CCA is a new foamed plastic which com- 
bines insulation properties and high structural strength when 
bonded between sheets of metal, wood or plastic. Its thermal 
insulation properties are similar to those of cork, balsa wood 
and other rigid insulating materials. However, due to its 
light weight, an equal weight of the new material forms a 
more effective thermal barrier. Cellular cellulose acetate, or 
CCA for short, is manufactured by heating a mixture of cellu- 
lose acetate and other materials under pressure. Release of 
the pressure foams the material into a mass of bubbles of 
pin point size. As the mass comes out of the machine and 
cools, it becomes hard and rigid. CCA has uniform density, 
excellent compressive strength and heat resistance which 
allows the use of thermosetting resins for its lamination. It 











To Architects, Builders 
and Officials Interested in 


Sal & Prison Equipment 
nat He Gomes 


s ciINCINNATE 
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jally invited to a 
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is not brittle, will not break down under vibration, and may 
be tooled with any woodworking machinery. A core of CCA 
effectively supports thin sheets of metal, wood or plastic, 
which by themselves would bend under load. Experimental 
quantities of the plastic are now being manufactured in strips 
3.5 in. wide, 5g in. thick and of any desired length. It will 
be available in four ranges of density: 4 to 5 lbs. per cu. ft., 
6 to 7 lbs. per cu. ft., 7 to 8 lbs. per cu. ft. and 8 to 9 lbs. 
per cu. ft. The manufacturer envisions many applications for 
the plastic used as core material in airplane flooring panels, 
prefabricated house parts, luggage, furniture, boats and toys. 
Manufacturer: E. I. du Pont de Nemours & Co., Inc., Wil- 
mington, Del. 


NEW PLASTIC PANELS are mcre durable. 

A more durable laminated plastic panel ‘which may be used 
for walls, displays, tops of counters or bars, or for any pur- 
pose where a smooth decorative surface ‘is required, is now 
available due to wattime production techniques. Made by 
fusing together many thin ‘sheets of plastic impregnated 
materials under extreme heat and pressure, the panels are 
chip-proof, stain-proof. and heat resistant. They have a 
smooth, non-porous’ surface which is decorated with a linen 
pattern in ‘red, tan, blue or gray. Three sizes of panels are 
avajlable; 25 :in. byy40 in., 30 in. by 42 in., and 42 in. by 60 
in., in pth in. thickness. 

Manufacturer: Daystrom Corp., Olean, N. Y. 


STEEL DOOR FRAMES, available through local lumber deal- 
ers, can be quickly installed in any type or size wall. 
Aetna one-piece, hollow metal door frames including trim, 
welded hinges, strike plate cut-out and prime coat of paint, 
can be installed by a carpenter in less than 15 minutes. 
Hinges, welded to the frame, are spaced to fit prefabricated 
wood door cut-outs, and the strike plate cut-out will take any 
standard residential hardware. The frames are designed to 
fit 2 in., 3 in. and 4 in. walls, and any usual type of wall 
conditions—stud, masonry, tile or steel stud construction. 
Three height frames are available. Formerly steel door frames 
were used almost entirely in large building projects, being 
figured and ordered direct from the blue prints. Aetna has 
now standardized approximately 100 stock sizes, and simpli- 
fied installation by welding on hardware and prime coating 
the frame at the factory. Local building material dealers will 
stock these steel frames, thus their convenience and economy 

will be available for small home construction. 
Manufacturer: Aetna Steel Products Corp., Pottsville, Pa. 


WATERPROOFING CEMENT for pointing up brick, stucco 
and-stone buildings. |. 

Brix-Fix is"a* prepared waterproofing pointing cement that 
can be easily used by thie homeowner to fill cracks, holes and 
voids in brick, cement, stucco, limestone, foundations and 
sidewalks. Packaged in dry powder form, it is mixed with 
water to a putty consistency for use. It seals cracks almost 
immediately, and dries the color of ordinary brick mortar, 
leaving no defacing effects on the repaired section. To repair 
a wall using Brix-Fix, all loose cement is removed. The wall 
is then wetted down with water and the putty thick material 
is pressed tightly into the holes or cracks. Brix-Fix can be 
thinned to a paint consistency if a waterproof cement wash is 
desired. It is available in light and ‘dark gray, and is pack- 
aged in gallon containers whieh retail for $2.98. 

Manufacturer: Greater New York Waterproofing Co., 195-7 
Throop Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y. (Continued on page 192) 








‘Tue New Yorx Histortcat Socrery building on 
Central Park West, New York, was opened in 
1908. Monel roofing was installed in 1938, when 
two Monel-roofed wings were completed. Archi- 
tects: Walker and Gillette. 





On tHe Roor. Section of Monel standing seam 
roofing and Monel skylight caps and trim installed 
on The New York Historical Society by J. J. 
Fisher, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


Banish the possibility of expen- 
sive roofing repairs in buildings 
you design. 


Specify Monel* for gutters, flash- 


ing, downspouts, skylight frames, 
ventilators and other vital sheet 
metal work. 

Your clients, will benefit from 
lower maintenance costs. We say 
that not just because Monel is rust- 
proof. Or because it’s stronger 
and tougher than structural steel. 
Many other factors contribute to 
Monel’s ability to serve long and 
dependably. 

Monel resists corrosion from the 
fumes and soot and grime of urban 
areas, the salt air of coastal cities, 
and the chemical-laden atmos- 
phere of industrial towns. 

The abrasive, wearing action of 
ice and snow has little effect on 
this hardy nickel alloy. And be- 
cause of its low coefficient of ex- 


pansion, extremes of heat and cold. 


needn’t cause building operators 





to worry about what’s happeiiing 
on a Monel roof. Motel stands 


You'd almost expect a metal as 
strong and tough as this to be a 
headache for roofing contractors. 
But it isn’t. They know Monel as a 
metal that is readily formed, even 
to irregular contours of ventila- 
tors, downspouts, cornices, gutters 
and skylight frames. They'll tell 
you that Monel can be readily ap- 
plied for flat seam, batten seam or 
standing seam construction. 

Where appearance is important, 
another characteristic of Monel is 
worth noting: weathering imparts 
a neutral tone which blends attrac- 
tively with the building’s archi- 
tecural features. 

Everything considered, Monel is 
the material to specify for roofs 


.. that last . .. and last economically. 


“Reg. U. 8. Pat. Off. 
~ 


MONEL -——~~-=------ 


II 








ALUMINUM PAINT for canvas awnings reflects heat without 

causing giare. 
Setfast Aluminum Canvas Paint contains the heat reflecting 
values of other aluminum paints and provides substantial 
protection from heat. In addition, it dries %o a silvery gray 


tone which does not cr 
with aluminum surfaces. 


application. 
Manufacturer: Interchemical Corp., Fair Lawn, N. J. 


glare commonly associated 
ex repellant, sun resistant and 
containing an active fungicide which protects the canvas from 
rot and mildew, it will not crack or stiffen thegabric. It is spe- 
cially recommended for store awnings where protection to win- 
dow displays are of importance, and it is applicable to new or 
old awnings. One coat usually provides satisfactory coverage 
of the canvas, one quart covering approximately 70 sq. ft. 
Ready-mixed, this new paint needs only to be stirred before 
































NOW AVAILABLE 


the original inside screens 
that roll up and down 
like a window shade 


Rozscatens in a house are a 
“trademark” of good planning. 
They are a year ‘round advertise- 
ment for the architect who speci- 
fies them. They help to keep a 
house up-to-date and protect its 
salability over the years. A big 
part of your business is selling 
CONVENIENCE. ROLSCREENS help 
you to do it like no other win- 
dow appurtenance. 


EASY TO INSTALL 





‘Waurrs for interesting rree literature 
and planning information — or see 
Rotscreen Data in Sweet's. 
Write 756 Main Street. 
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READY-MIXED, STABILIZED CHROME PAINT for wide 
variety of applications. 

Chromatone incorporates a patented stabilizer in its manu- 
facture, which, ding to its prod » gives package sta- 
bility and prevents the paint from darkening in the can 
even after opening. Chromat is claimed by its manufac- 
turer to be the nearest approach to a natural chrome silver 
finish in ready-mixed paints. Ready for instant use, it elimi- 
nates the mixing of paste or powder. It holds full brilliance 
and color at all times and indicates less tendency to tarnish 
after application. It may be used on metal, wood, glass and 
other hard surfaces, for indoor or outdoor application. Rust 
and heat resistant, Chromatone may be used on heaters, 
plumbing, interior and exterior fixtures. Good drying and 
lasting qualities are other features. Chromatone can be ap- 
plied by brush or spray gun without leaving marks or laps. 
It sets in 20 minutes and dries in from 2 to 4 hours. 
Manufacturer: Alumatone Corp., 1523 Grande Vista, Los 
Angeles 23, Calif. 








FLOOR VARNISH dries in four hours to provide a hard, 
smooth, wear-resistant surface. 


Marble Floor Varnish is easily applied, dries in 4 hours and 
provides a surface that withstands severe wear and heavy 
traffic. One. hour after application the surface is dust free. 
When dry it gives a hard, marble-smooth surface that is not 
affected by severe scrubbing with hot or cold soapy water, 
fruit acids, or solutions of alcohol such as perfumes, toilet 
waters or beverages. A quality protective coating, it may be 
used either indoors or out as it withstands extreme tempera- 
ture changes. Marble Floor Varnish is pale in color, and 
brushes on easily. 

Manufacturer: Devoe & Raynolds Co., Inc., 44th St. & First 
Ave., New York 17, N. Y. 


PLASTIC UPHOLSTERY MATERIAL is suitable for indoor 
and outdoor furniture. 


Upholstery fabrics made of Plexon yarn are waterproof, fade- 
proof, heat resistant, and immune to oil, grease, mild acids 
and practically all forms of dirt. All they require to keep 
them fresh is an occasional sponging with a damp cloth. 
Plexon, according to its manufac- 
turer, is stable and keeps its shape 
indefinitely; upholstery material 
woven from it will not sag or 
stretch. The material is applica- 
ble to either interior or exterior 
furniture, and is pliable and easily 
worked. Webbing of 2 in. width 
is being made in brown, yellow, red, dark and light green. 
Fabrics 36 in. wide are available in a ber of patterns 
and colors. 

Manufacturer: Merlang Manufacturing Co., 19 W. 34th St., 
New York, N. Y. 








SYNTHETIC RUBBER FLOOR MAT for theaters, hotel 
lobbies, etc. ; 

Matching the qualities of prewar floor mats made of natural 

rubber, a new synthetic rubber mat will be produced in black, 

maroon, red, white, green, blue, yellow and salmon. It will 

be available with conventional corrugated or pyramid surface, 


with or without perforations, and may imprinted with 
onograms or patterns to blend with decor#ive schemes. 
‘anufacturer: United Si ber Co., Ri feller Center, 
New York, N.Y. “aa” 


: (Conti on page 194) 























“ you need 


... the roofing ‘specs’ 


are in this New, Simplified Book - 2 


Now, when you want any type of built-up roofing specifi. 


cation . . . smooth-surfaced or gravel-surfaced . . . you 
can simply copy it from the new, revised Johas-Manwville 
Specification Manual. 


Clear, concise, and up-to-date, based on Johny 7 


Manville’s 88 years of roofing experience, this Manual 
is organized to give you in the quickest possible way a 
complete ‘roofing specification for any type of deck— 
wood, steel, concrete, or gypsum. 


In addition, the book gives complete flashing specifica- 
tions and detailed drawings of various flashing methods. 
It specifies how roof insulation should be applied. It tells 
why a J-M Flexstone Roof made of asbestos felts—fireproof, 
rotproof,: smooth-surfaced and unaffected by the sun—de- 
serves the architect's careful consideration. 


We cordially invite you to send for your copy. There’s 
no obligation, of course. 


Mail this coupon ¥ 


JOHNS-MANVILLE 
Dept. AF-5, P. O. Box 290, New York 16, N.Y. 
Without obligation, please sénd me a copy 


of the J-M Specification Manual on Built-Up 
Roofs. 





Name. 





Address 











City and State. 
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FLOODLIGHT has sealed-in sliver reflector lining. 
A pure-silver reflector lining hermetically sealed inside the 
new Wabash Birdseye Reflector Floodlite keeps the bulb at 
top reflecting efficiency throughout its life. Any loss of illumi- 
nation duo to tarnishing ef the reflecting eurface is eliminated. 
The filament of the new lamp is 
precision mounted at the proper 
focal point to project a flood of 
light exactly where aimed. De- 
signed primarily for floodlighting, 
supplementary commercial light- 
ing, store interior and display 
lighting, the bulb can be used in 
aaly Wee Sedkat ox ceiling recessed fixture. It is avail- 
able in 100 w., 150 w., 200 w., and 300 w. with an average 
burning life of 1,000 hrs. It measures 5 in. in diameter at 

















production schedules. 


The standard and accepted answer to this 
problem is Bradley Multi-Stall Showers. 
Installation of Bradleys has invariably re- 
sulted in greater employee satisfaction, 
more efficiency, and better morale. 

In addition to these valuable advantages, Bradley Showers cost less to 


operate and maintain. 


connections and their regular use reduces lost man-hours due to sickness. 
BRADLEY WASHFOUNTAIN CO., 2235 West Michigan Street, Mil- 


waukee 1, Wisconsin. 


B, 


“But when the shift’s over, 
we relax with a shower’’ 


Industrial work isn’t easy. There is bound 
to be dirt, grit, and grease present. These 
are frequently the reasons why employee 
turnover in some plants adds up to consid- 
erable expense in money as well as retarded 


MEY, 
stall: 
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"Sure the work’s 
tough and dirty”’ 














They save on water, heating expense, plumbing 


For additional 
information and 
floor layout 
plans, refer to 


latest Catalog 
Cp 4308. 
























































the widest point and is 64 in. over-all in length. 
Manufacturer: Wabash Appliance Corp., 335 Carroll St., 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 


AIR DIFFUSER incorporates tamper-proof cap on damper 
control screw. 


A tamper-proof screw cap on the damper control screw of 
the Standard Type K; Kno-Draft Diffuser, allows the damper 
to be set for the required amount of 
air without danger of a subsequent 
change which might upset the balance 
of the system. The new cap must be 
removed with a Phillips Head screw 
driver to provide access to the damper 
screw. An adjustable lower cone, 
common to all Kno-Draft diffusers, 
can be raised or lowered to vary the 
angle of air discharge, thus insuring 
uniform performance for different ceiling heights. It also 
enables the unit to diffuse chilled air parallel to the ceiling 
during the cooling season, and heated air downward during 
the heating period. 

Manufacturer: W. B. Connor Engineering Corp., 114 E. 32d 
St., New York 16, N. Y. 





SOLAR HEAT CALCULATOR determines sun angles. 
Solarmeters, calibrated for all localities in the northern hemi- 
sphere at any longitude, are separately designed for each 
214° band of latitude. Nine variations, each about 175 miles 
wide and extending around the world, are available. Each 
instrument is accurate to within a 3° for the 
specified area, and is accurate 
within 144° for most days and 
hours. Made of two transparent 
plastic discs mounted one above 
the other, center of the disc repre- 
sents the position of the observer. 
Heavy curved lines on the bottom 
sheet are hour lines and small 
circles on the top disc represent : 
dates. To use, the arrow on the bottom sheet is pointed to true 
north. The top disc is turned until the ‘circle representing 
the selected date coincides with one of the small circles lying 
along the line representing the selected hour. Arrows on top 
disc are then pointing in the direction of the sun’s rays on 
the date and at the hour selected, and the figure within the 
small coinciding circles will show in degrees the angle which 
the sun’s rays make with the observer’s horizontal plane at 
that same moment. Solarmeters, calibrated for each particu- 
lar band are priced at $3.00, a complete set of nine variations 
is $22.50. 
Manufacturer: 
Calif. 





R. W. Justice, Belvedere, Marin County, 


BATHTUB has multiplicity of uses. 


Designed for use as a shower receptor, child’s bath, foot or 
sponge bathing, a seat shower or conventional bathtub, La 
Homa is a vitreous glazed Duraclay recess receptor bath with 
corner seat. The integral seat is a convenience, and the 12 in. 
height from the floor to the rim assures ease and safety in 
stepping into or out of the tub. The hard-grip rim affords 
the bather a grip surface and provides a splash lip. A tiling 
ledge raised 4 in. at the back and ends prevents seepage of 
water behind walls. The hard, (Continued on page 196) 
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ld fot the feiliive all, yon CARPETS BY BIGELOW 


If your future plans call for the design 
or. redesign of interiors, then the 
choice of the right carpet becomes 
a lively issue, __ 

Bigelow. puts expert: advice and 
years of experience: at your service. 
See the: large selection of patterns 
‘ and colors, earmarked for weaving 


during 1946 and 1947. Let a Bigelow 
contract specialist assist you to 
choose the right carpet for the right 
spaces. 

You may ‘have to wait for the 
carpet you want, but Bigelow can 
help you with your special planning 
requirements now. 











highly scratch resistant surface remains glossy and smooth 
for long service, and acids, sulphur or iron deposits in water 








"Cold Spots" do occur - no matter how 

carefully a plant heating system is laid 

out. Dravo Direct Fired Heaters offer 

@ simple quick solution that requires no 
1 in the existi t. 





ing heating 
system. Simply truck in a Dravo Heater, 
connect it to an oil or gas fuel pipe 
and a power line and your “cold spot" is 
made comfortable with economical heat! 
Dravo heaters are shipped to you 








complete, ready to connect and operate. 
Oil or gas fired heaters regularly yield 
80-85% efficiency. There's nothing to 
freeze up, so no “stand by" loss is 
required. No specialized attendant is - 
needed. Maintenance is negligible. 
Bulletin 514 - "Direct Fired Efficiency" 
is yours for the asking. — Address Dravo 
Corporation, Heater Department, 300 Penn 
Avenue, Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 





per barrel of off or cubic foot of gos. 


300,000 TO 1,650,000 8. T.U. CAPACITY. 
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will not stain it. La Homa, made with left hand outlet only, 
is 42 in. long and 31 in. wide. 

Manufacturer: Crane Co., 836 S. Michigan Ave., Chicago 5, 
Ill. 


ALUMINUM GARAGE DOOR is easily installed and operated. 
Constructed of heavy gauge aluminum and featuring all- 
welded construction, the Wilson E-Z Lift, overhead type 
garage door can be installed by two men in an hour. It has 
fully enclosed, dual lifting mechanisms with Oilite and sealed- 
in ball bearings providing lifetime 
lubrication. According to the 
manufacturer, it canbe operated 
with only light pressure of the 
fingers. E-Z Lift is manufactured 
in one-piece to fit all standard 8 
ft. by 7 ft. door frames, and is 
designed to operate entirely with- 
in the frame. Heavy U-shaped bracing struts are provided for 
maximum structural strength, and the aluminum finish is 
corrosion and rust proof. The door requires. no painting, 
but it can be finished to blend with any color scheme. 
Manufacturer: Wilson Foundry & Machine Co., Pontiac 11, 
Michigan. 





REMOTE CONTROL provides speed control for all equip- 
ment having motor operated adjustment. 


_Flectrol is a new remote control which provides finger-tip 


control of motor operated valves, machine tools, printing 
presses, conveyors, etc. Its dial can be set to any desired 
speed and the speed changer will follow as fast as the electric 
servo motor can drive the speed 
adjusting screw. Any speed with- 
in the range of the changer can 
be selected with an accuracy of 
better than 2 per cent. Flectrol’s 
dial may be calibrated in r.p.m., 
feet per minute, gallons per hr., 
etc. Flectrol controls the rotation ai 
of the small motor used to adjust the pulleys or gears of the 
speed changer. Rotation of the speed selector dial causes the 
motor to drive the adjusting screw until the output speed of 
the controlled device corresponds to the speed selected on 
the dial. The remote control is simple, rugged and compact, 
and may be used on new or existing equipment of any type. 
Manufacturer: Yardeny Laboratories, Inc., 105 Chambers St., 
New York 7, N. Y. 





DRY CHEMICAL fire extinguisher is efficient. 

The new All-Out Dry Chemical Fire Extinguisher ejects a flat 
stream of All-Out dry chemical, under high pressure, to sepa- 
rate the flame from the burning material. It instantly forms 
a dense, fire smothering cloud over a flaming area up to a 
distance of 18 ft. and creates an insulating barrier between 
the operator and the flame. All-Out performs effectively under 
all climatic conditions, in wind or drafts, and can be easily 
refilled without use of any special equipment. The chemical 
does not deteriorate or cake, form toxic gases, or hurt finished 
surfaces, A squeeze grip nozzle on a 24 in. hose guarantees 
control of the unit and maneuverability of the chemical stream. 
All-Out is lightweight and meets the requirements of the 
Associated Factory Mutual Laboratories and Underwriters 
Laboratories. ; 
Manufacturer: All-Out Fire Extinguisher Div., Pressurelube, 
Inc., 609 W. 134th St., New York, N. Y. (Continued on page 198) 
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Plan an ALL-ELECTRIC K 
completely modern home ! 


POPULARITY of the all-electric kitchen is rapidly growing. The boom in 


ultra-modern bathrooms after the last war has been surpassed by the ~’ 


prominence of the planned, functional kitchen in this postwar period — an 
important factor for architects and builders to consider in home designing. 
With this in mind, Hotpoint has prepared a Portfolio of Personalized Kitchen 
Plans that is a valuable guide in designing kitchens for all income brackets. 
For your copy of this interesting Portfolio, attach the coupon at right to your 
letterhead and mail to us today. . 

ELECTRIC KITCHEN POPULARITY IS ASSURED 


Powerful advertising backs this growing trend and ones romotions will 
continue. Hotpoint has spent over a million and a half dollars in national 
advertising to intensify interest in electric kitchens. Leading ines and 
newspapers have featured articles that focused attention on the place of the 
all-electric kitchen in the completely modern home. Over two million 
prospects have been given the booklet“*Your Next Kitchen” by Hotpoint to 
consider before building or remodeling. 

REGIONAL SALES OFFICES. EASTERN: 570 Lexington Ave., New York City 22, Plaza 3-9333. 
SOUTHERN: 304 Red Rock Bldg., Atlanta 3, Walnut 2959. CENTRAL: 1456 Merchandise Mart, Chicago 54, 
Superior 1174. WESTERN: Western Merchandise Mart, 1355 Market Street, San Francisco 3, Underhill 2727. 
In most states, all Hot- 
point kitchen equipment 
can be inched in F.H.A. 

insured 
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Hotpoint KITCHEN PLANNING SERVICE 
COMMERCIAL 









pave 7-21-45 
EDISON GENERAL ELECTRIC APPLIANCE CO., INC. 
Se00 West TAYLOR eTReeT CMICASCO LIMOS 





























The Hotpoint Institute 
5651 West Taylor Street, Chicago 44, Illinois 

Without obligation, please send me your Portfolio of 
Hotpoint Personalized Kitchen Plans. This offer availo- 
ble in United States, Territory of Hawaii and Alaska. 


Nome 





Firm Name 





Address. 
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Copr. 1946 Edison Genera! Electric Appliance Co., Inc., Chicago 
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HOSE REEL permanently installed in the house, automati- 
cally turns water on or off and rewinds the hose. 
This automatic hose reel permanently installed in the house 
or garage, connects to the hot and cold water line in such a 
way as to automatically turn the water on or off with opera- 
tion of the reel. Securely held in either a vertical or hori- 
mee sae be ee 8 ee, 
the nearest outside wall provides 
the opening for the hose nozzle 
to the outside. To use a hose 
wound on and connected to the 
reel, a metal flap on the outside 
tube is raised and the nozzle 
pulled out. Action of the water is 
controlled by the reel, thus water 

















pours forth when the nozzle is pulléd out. To shut the water 





with KIN-TRIM Essential METAL MOULDINGS 








KINTRIM affords you greater freedom in 
modern, sweeping design . . . and gains 
recognition for your creativeness by add- 
ing “visible value” to your interiors. For 
KINTRIM—the lustrous metal mould- 
ings of enduring beauty—has the struc- 
tural precision you need and want for 
more attractive, practical use of colorful, 
serviceable coverings. Indeed, wherever 
you install linoleum, wall- and floor- 
coverings, KINTRIM smartly enriches 


























Let KINTRIM beauty and 
utility serve you as the finish- 
ing touch that adds more 
“visible value.” Address us, 
Dept. 5A, for reprint of KIN- 
TRIM section, Architects’ 
File, 1946 Sweet’s Catalog. 





FACING for Counter and 


KINKEAD 


440-450 W. SUPERIOR STREET, CHICAGO 10, ILL. 
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and accents the beauty of your design. 

As experienced, leading contractors 
recognize—KINTRIM Stainless Steel and 
KINTRIM Alumilited Aluminum sections 
surpass ordinary metal mouldings in pro- 
tective service. They’re precision-made, 
in a complete range of gauges, to fit specif- 


ic weights of covering materials. And, to . 


protect hands and clothes against snagging, 
every KINTRIM Stainless section embod- 
ies Kinkead’s special Safety Rolled-Edge. 


Table-Tops, Shelves, Cabir 









INDUSTRIES 








off, the hose is drawn out a few inches to’ release a-spring. 
The hose then quickly and automatically rewinds itself out 
of sight. Made of aluminum, the reel holds 75 ft. of heavy 
duty or 5% in. hose. Forks are’ interchangeable for use with 
100 ft. The reel is easily installed in new or existing con- 
struction, and can be used with any type of sprinkler. Its 
use eliminates handling of mud-soaked hose, the danger of 
tripping over hose in the yard as well as protecting the hose 
from continuous exposure. 

Manufacturer: The Automatic Hose Reel Corp., 16909 Liver- 
nois Ave., Detroit 21, Mich. 


NON-BREAKABLE PLASTIC TOILET SEAT easily raises and 
lowers without slamming. 

Sperzel Model 50, a conventional open front toilet seat, is 
made of durable phenolic plastic which is moisture proof, 
shatterproof and fireproof. It is easy to keep clean and sani- 
tary, and is not affected by cleaning chemicals or compounds. 
Model 50 is equipped with the Sperzel Self-Sustaining hinge 
which allows the seat to be raised to any degree, and remain 
in that position. The seat cannot be slammed up or down, 
thus breakage of seats and damage to bowls or tanks is 
eliminated. Seats are made in black and white finish, to fit 
all standard bowls either regular or elongated. 
Manufacturer: Sperzel Company, 911 Hennepin Ave., Min- 
neapolis 3, Minn. 


PAINT HOOK holds any size paint can on any size ladder. 
Simple adjustment of the new Persson Paint Hook permits 
the painter to hang his paint container exactly where it is 
needed for easy painting. It frees both of his hands for rapid 
painting, and proper positioning 
of the can minimizes damage to 
the floor, trim, etc. To hang a 
can on the right of the ladder, the 
hook is slipped over top of the 
rung. For hanging on the left 
side, the hook goes under and 
over the rung. A quarter turn on al 
the clamp holds the paint can in an upright position. Suit- 
able for use with most any receptacle, hooks retail at $.25. 
Manufacturer: T. G. Persson Co., 224 Glenwood Ave., Bloom- 
field, N. J. 





DRILL-DRIVER designed for drilling between studs and 
joists or restricted spaces in buildings. 

The new Liberty Ratchet Drill-Driver, using any standard 
wood bit, allows centering of holes within 114 in. of the 
nearest obstruction. It gives posi- 
tive feed of the drill bit and the ff 
thrust of the lead screw is carried 
directly to the drill shank by a 
solid: shaft. Wearing surfaces 
hardened to a depth of .010 in. 
insure long service under severe 
conditions. The ratchet is enclosed in a strong, semi-steel 
head, providing protection against dirt. A long lead screw 
with 1 in., 2 in. and 8 in. extensions allows use of the tool 
over a wide range of dimensions. In use, holes up to 3 in. 
diameter have been drilled. Although the new Drill Driver 
is intended primarily for use on wood members, steel plates 
or beams can be drilled by reducing the feed. This is done 
by revolving the lead nut in the same direction as the drill. 

Manufacturer: Techtmann Industries, 714 West Wisconsin 
Ave., Milwaukee 1, Wis. (Technical Literature, page 202) 

















Standard Construction of Siendure Sizes 
Speeds Production — Meets Customers’ Needs 












RODDIS for oer half «century ha enjoyed a pute 
tion for giving customers what they want. Customers 
now want above everything else — products, doors and 
Plywood to meet critical construction needs, 
Today Roddis is making only standard size doors and 
plywood panels, according to Roddis’ standard construction 
specifications. As a result, production has been multiplied 
and we are giving more customers — more of what they 
want—more doors, more plywood panels, more door units. 
By pacing its production policy to meet today’s require- * 
ments, we believe we are doing the greatest good for the 
Greatest number of customers and maintaining our half 
-sentury reputation for meeting customers’ needs, 


wDiscratt 


Gucage 8, itt. 1440 W. Cosen h ta wees eae Ave. 
A 5 NBCAS, ats icine ep MILWAUKEE ay "ew RODDIS LUMBER 
e 
LOUISVILLE 10 KENTUCKY, esata 10, > aga cnn & VENEER ca. 
1201-5 $: 15th St. * 





DEALERS IN ALL PRINCIPAL CITIES 


MARS HFIELD, WISCONSIN 
Consult Your Local Millwork and Fixture Manufacturers — and Lumber Dealers 




















pittco Since its introduction several years 
ago, the Pittco De Luxe line of store 
front metal has won a hearty endorsement from 
architects. Careful planning of the line as a 
whole, all at one time, resulted in unusual unity 
of design —a harmonious relationship between 
each Pittco De Luxe unit and all the other 
members in the line. And the extruded method 
of manufacture assures rugged strength, clean, 
sharp profiles, lasting color and perfect finish. 
This unrivalled combination of characteristics 
accounts for the continued popularity of Pittco 
De Luxe. It is first choice with architects whose 
clients demand sales-winning siore fronts which 
reflect high quality. 


pittco Recently, Pittco Premier was intro- 

duced to satisfy the need for a 
lightweight, moderately priced line of store 
front metal. The same careful planning and har- 
monious styling which have made Pittco De Luxe 
so popular are evident in the Premier line. Pittco 
Premier also was designed as a unit... each 
piece styled to complement and heighten the 
beauty of the other members with which it is used. 
Pittco Premier can be set easily and quickly from 
the outside, effecting a substantial savings in 
setting time. And the self-adjusting clip always 
maintains a firm grip on the glass, no matter 
what its thickness. These practical advantages 
plus the high degree of architectural beauty in 
the Premier line promise success comparable to 
that already attained by Pittco De Luxe. 


Bp ITTCO STORE FRONT METAL 
G 






PITTSBURGH ‘stands fer 
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PITTSBURGH: PLATE GLASS COMPANY 








The Royal 





never needs adjustment 





Because there’s nothing to adjust 


The ROYAL is the only Flush Valve which has 
no adjustment or regulation. Its simplicity of 
engineering design, plus precision manufacture, 
insure accurate and lasting performance. 

More than 4 million ROYAL Flush Valves 
are in daily service—including thousands of the 
first ROYALS installed over 36 years ago. 

The ROYAL is “standard equipment” with 
discriminating builders and owners throughout 
thé country. In fact, entire school systems, hotel 
chains, hospitals, industrial institutions, etc., 
use ROYALS exclusively. 

For the best in Flush Valves specify Sloan— 
remember, there are more Sloan Flush Valves 
sold than all other makes combined. 


SLOAN VALVE COMPANY 


4300 WEST LAKE STREET, CHICAGO 24, ILLINOIS 
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taSULATION. Insulation and Your Home. National. Mineral 
lool Assoc., 1270 6th Ave., New York, N. Y. 24 pp., 8 in. by 
bs in. Price $.25. 


This handbook is designed to give a practical understanding 
of mineral wool insulation, its characteristics and features. It 
includes information on its uses, forms, methods of installa- 
tion, heat and fire resistance properties, endurance and other 
advantages. It provides yardsticks to determine relative com- 
fort and economy ratings, and savings in fuel costs achieved by 
various thicknesses of insulation. Illustrated charts show how 
home insulation gives winter comfort ‘and economy, and addi- 
tional relief from summer discomforts. Many descriptive draw- 
ings clarify the text. Insulation and Your Home is available 
free of charge to engineers, architects, draftsmen, builders 


and contractors. 











UNIT & 
BLAST HEATERS 
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Evaporative 
Condensers 


More Efficient Condensing 
of Refrigerants PLUS Big 
Water Savings . . . 
















The evaporative condenser is a “‘pack- 
aged”’ unit in that it incorporates all the 
desirable features of the conventional 
shell and tube condenser, water cooling 
tower and water pump in a single, com- 
pact piece of equipment. 

Savings up to 95 % in water costs are 
possible with the use of evaporative 
condensers for refrigeration or air con- 
ditioning applications. They also 
eliminate waste water prob- 
lems, and pumping costs are much 
lower than those of a conventional cool- 
ing tower installation. 

usAIRco Evaporative Condensers 
are designed for maximum economy and 
— in operation. Complete design 

and engineering information may be 
had on usAIRco Evaporative Con- 
densers by requesting a copy of special 
bulletin. 





United States 
Air Conditioning 
Corporation 


COMO AVENUE S.E. AT 33RD 
MINNEAPOLIS 14, MINNESOTA 
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BUILDING CODE. Uniform Building Code, 1946 Edition. Col- 
ling Publishing Co., 124 West Fourth St., Los Angeles 13, Calif. 
312 pp., 5Y2 in. by 7% in. Price $3.00 cloth, $2.50 paper. 


The 1946 Uniform Building Code has been revised to include 
recognition of new materials and new uses of established 
materials. Sponsored by the Pacific Coast Building Officials 
Conference and already adopted by some 400 American com- 
munities, the code is based on 25 years experience in this 
field. It provides minimum safety standards by regulating and 
controlling the design, construction, quality of materials, use 
and occupancy, location and maintenance of all buildings and 
structures. Chapters on heavy timber construction, masonry, 
stairs and exits, chimneys, vents, fireplaces, motion picture 
projection rooms and heating appliances have been rewritten 
and amplified. .A chapter on prefabricated construction has 
been incorporated in the code as well as new sections on the 
regulation of glued construction. Tests for glues, for interior 
and exterior use and construction methods, are specified and 
allowable stresses and methods of design are regulated. 


PAINT GOLORS. Colors of the Year. 
Bend, Ind. 16 pp., 9 in. by 12 in. 


Trsdss Secs oil dikeeels 2k Wh ciiiC cies ehbigs axe 


O’Brien Varnish Co., 


presented in this paint color sample book. It offers several 


color schemes for each room of the house, including paint 
colors for ceilings, walls and accents. These are keyed to a 
particular rug or floor covering color, and are grouped for 
particular room exposures—north, south, east and west. Full- 
color illustrations of various rooms and rug colors combined 
with actual paint chips make this booklet useful to those 
selecting color schemes. Copies of Color of the Year are 
available to architects, painters and dealers when requested 


on their letterhead. 
MOTION PICTURES FOR SGHOOLS. Architects’ Visua! 
Equipment Handbook, Bell & Howell, 7100 McCormick Road, 
Chicago 45, Ill. 30 pp., 6 in. by 9 in. 

This bulletin, one of a series to provide effective use of motion 
picture equipment, includes information on planning projec- 
tion and sound equipment in schools, and correct acoustical 
treatment of auditoriums. Seating arrangements, screen size 
and type, equipment location, electrical specifications, projec- 
tor and loud speaker su} port, illumination and acoustics of 
classrooms and conference rooms- are discussed in the first 
section. Recommendations on acoustics, position of equip- 
ment, projector booth, etc. for the school auditorium are also 
included. A second section covers the fundamental principles 
of acoustic treatment for auditoriums. Discussions of the 
amplifying system, correct positioning of the loud speaker 
and improving sound distribution are included along with 
suggestions for auditorium treatment. Many charts and dia- 
grams illustrate projection layouts, equipment mounting, 
screen sizes and other subjects. 


WATER SOFTENERS. Elgin Zeolite Water Softeners and 


Other Water Conditioning Equipment, Bulletin 607. Elgin 
Softener Corp., Elgin, Ill. 20 pp., 8/2 In. by 11 in. 


Discussing the benefits and economies of soft water, this 
bulletin describes Elgin water softeners and water condition- 
ing equipment. It covers features of Elgin’s “double check” 
design which according to the manufacturer gives up to 
44 per cent more soft water than conventional designs. Text 
and illustrations explain simplified operation, typical applica- 
tions, types of Zeolite and general information on how Elgin 
water softeners turn hard water soft. Information on various 
other Elgin products, and how existing water softeners may 
be modernized, are included. (Continued on page 204) 
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SERVING THROUGH SCIENCE 


r 


-Coaz 
| Cecause it Porous! 


Can you imagine blowing smoke through an 
ordinary sofa cushion or mattress! 

But you can with Koylon Foam...as the 
pictures here prove. Yes, all it takes is a puff 
of smoke to give you an idea how air circu- 
lates through Koylon Foam. 

Actually, Koylon Foam “breathes”. . . ab- 
sorbs air in millions of tiny, inter-connecting 
cells of resilient rubber latex— it on 
contact with the body. This co: tre- { 
circulation “‘air-conditions” Koylon Foam... 
keeps it cool when the thermometer blows itd 
top! And what a boon that. proves when 
people have to sit around—or try to sleep— 
in hot weather. 

This “air-circulating” feature is another 
plus that goes along with Koylon Foam’s 
matchless comfort. And it’s another reason 
why we say: If you sell “seats” —or “‘sleep” — 
better plan to sell Koylon Foam! 


cd 
- 





Comfort Engineered 
for Sitting and Sleeping 


© “U.S.” KOYLON FOAM DIVISION +» MISHAWAKA, INDIANA 


UNITED STATES RUBBER COMPANY 
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Lanting FIXTURES. 4 Most ttiuminating 50 Years. Edw’d F. 
t & Co., Inc., 101 Park Ave., New York, N. Y. 24 pp., 
prgro in. by 10% in. 
This booklet is devoted to Caldwell’s half century in the light- 
ing field. It traces the company’s growth, the study, science 
and research responsible for its success. The laboratory study, 
manufacturing processes, standard fixture line and special 
design service ilable are explained with text. Unusual 
fixtures and lighting installations are illustrated. 





WINDOWS. More Than a Window. Baer American Window Co., 
2123 East 9th St., Cleveland, Ohio. 4 pp., 8/2 in. by 11 in. 


Six outstanding features of Venti-Kleen windows are briefly 
described in this explanatory fulder. The unit has two panes 


* which pivot horizontally and independently so that both sides 


of the window may be cleaned from the inside. Details and 
photographs illustrate instal’ ation, operation and cleaning. 








at last 


a simplified spring 


Its structural simplicity and Be it 4% a4. 
compact power bring unsurpassed i Bes 
seating comfort to the trim = we: 
design of the modern chair . 









peer = a perfec cincfe 
it stretches toa slender spon 


of enduring ren 
















NO-SAG SPRING COMPANY 
21590 Hoover Road, Detroit, Michigan 


Here is an engineer- 
ing innovation as 
basic as the steel 
column... and as 
essential to better 
design and better 


living. 


Motributers 
KAY MFG. CORP. 
Ft.of Warren St., B’klyn, N.Y. 
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REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION 


R. A. Bussy, industrial Industrial & Engineering Div., 

ESS., APO 500, ov agli sag eRe mama Hem ge oanp Hp 

stitutional Nohting équipment. 

Bee Beebe a mee al ae, hoe 

set, Heliagee. to contact 

facturers of flooring, insulation, Soe rot poenenens, and building 

products interested in export to Scandinavian 

Wiiuam E, Carney Co., plumbing & eting. pool Philmont, 

N. Y. would like information on log cabin type lumber. 

Crry anp County Savincs Banx, 100 State St., Albany 1, N. Y. 

would like data on rari Bg gr materials for reference. 

/W.-R. Freury, Eso. Under Secretary to Government of 

Orissa, Public wee: Dent Cattac, Ind.a would like literature on 

design of and appliances for cool buildings in tropics. 

yaa H. Gace, Jn., engineering contractor, 1761 El Sereno Ave., 
andee fe ee information and literature on con- 

phar materials an ipment for residences, stores, prefabri- 

cated houses, and a sans plants. 

Ricnarp A, Guman, 1311 Fort Stevens Drive, N. W., Washington, 

D. C. requests information on modern home*construction. 

Warren Hamitton, 248 Clovelly Rd., Clovelly, Sidney, Australia, 

desires literatures on home construction, design and equipment. 

Hincuam Construction & Suprty Co., P. O. Box 53, Hin ; 

Mass. desires information on prefabricated partitions, internal wall 

framing, equipment units and other prefabricated parts. 

A. L. Knicuton, architect, Fabric Office, The University, Leeds 2, 

England would like literature on equipment for laboratories, 

kitchens, bathrooms, heating, lighting, and building materials. 

E. W. Lawrence, 11341 Collins St., North Hollywood, Calif. desires 

catalogs on residential and ag eee. 

Licnum AusTRaLian Timser Co., and hard 

agents, 20-22 Yambla St., Clifton ans N 8, Melbourne, Australia 

would like to contact U. $. manufacturers of kitchen and bathroom 

equipment, wallboards and other building materials. 

Frank N. McNett anp Co., architects-engineers, Clinic Building, 

Grand Island, Neb., would like to receive catalogs on hospital, 

church and school equipment. 

Louis Risman, builder, 205 Ocean St., Lynn, Mass. would like to 

receive information on electrical and electronic equipment. 

Peter TurcHon, President, Homes, Inc., 50 Hunt St., Newton, Mass. 

would like to receive catalogs covering all phases of home construc- 

tion and remodeling. 





REQUESTS FOR LITERATURE 


Georce W. Brerrmetr, 2834 North A St., Philadelphia, Pa. 

Dantet C. Bryant, architect, 50914 Water St., Port Huron, Mich. 
H. D. Byes, architectural student, 3800 S. Vermont Ave., Los 
Angeles, Calif. 

Attan K. Cuoy, architectural student, 203144 W. 46th St., 
Angeles 37, Calif. 

Rosert Dexson, Florida Design Academy, Tallahassee, Fla. 
Diat & Tuomas, architects, Columbia, S. C. 

Wii J. Fox, Jn., Wilma Building, Missoula, Mont. 

Jack Gettman, builder, 5502 14th Ave., Brooklyn 19, N. Y. 

R. J. Harwa, 2429 S. Albany Ave., Chicago 23, Ill. 

= Hort, architectural student, 122 Sterry St., Playa Del Rey, 


Los 


Auc. M. Kieemann, architect, 55 Courter Ave., Maplewood, N. J. 


SterHen McCormick, designer, commercial and domestic interiors, 
5409 Overbrook rere Philadelphia, Pa. 


H. J. McKean, builder, 401 Dooly Bldg;, Salt Lake City, Utah. 
Ann Rinceway, student, 2423 Locke Lane, Houston 6, Tex. 
Lee Perry, architect, 419 North Ave., New Rochelle, N. Y. 
Seattie Pustic Liprary, Art Dept., Seattle 4, Wash. 
Freverick A. Sette, architect, 426 Cedar Lane, Teaneck, N. J. 


Smiru, ee & Moore, architects, 538 Railway Exchange Bldg., 
Denver 2, Co! 


A.D. aed Jr., civil engineer-industrial designer, 4735 Caron- 
delet St., New Orleans, La. 


Minor Pium THOLLE, architect. 
Stockholm, Sweden. 


Unton Arcuitecturat Service, Foochow, China. 


BERNARD a Wess, Jr., architect, 704 Bankers Insurance Building, 
Macon, G. ~ 


CG Weoe, manager, State Park, Big Spring, Tex. 


Paut P. Want, architect-engineer, 169 Yuen Ming Yuen Road. 
Shanghai, China. 


» Klubbacken 16, Malarhojden, 













Pals ao \ YESTERDAY — TODAY — 
F = : TOMORROW — THE LEADER: 
vue wD ach ag h.A e's UNIVERSAL GAS RANGES! 


For three generations Universal Gas 
Ranges have been the standard’ of perfec- 
tion. And today Universal offers the most 
dependable, satisfactory and attractive line 
of gas ranges in history.: . 

With millions ‘of hemes, old and new, 
to be équipped with new’ gas ranges,:it is. 
important that .you ‘present to this new 
market a range of Universal's proven quality. 










CRIBBEN & 


UNIVERSAL 


XTON 
RANGE 














SPECIFICATION AND BUYING INDEX 
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Chrysler Corporation ao. | BR Ss Ge SS Opp. 33 
Colorado Fuel & Izon‘Corp., Th: . 
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Eagle-Picher Lead Company, The 
Eljer Co. 


Fir Door Institute 


Cinticete Commie, Witte vacissas's 5 0 ons ccs vi cssonedcccvesceccctcnce 
Formica Insulation Company, The........+..........-00ee0e0e- Opp. . 32 
Forum, The Architectural 





Great Lakes Steel Corporation (Stran-Steel Division) 
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Ingersoll Steel Division (Borg-Warner Corp.) .........secceececseece 145 
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SRI (bis vccicszeccssiwiatecattine he 59, 193 
I 986 bs Ned cksdd dived acco hewtaaheX eh bsdew'vinncasaiuncve 40 
Be IE BINNS oo 6.5 50.0 s.n.c ua bashed cbeubadinsbeesdaccbaos ae 204 
ann os so vcis cane decducctloadcrcdehedsosousde 15 
ON IEE SIIOINNOID 0 5 5 occ csnccnscecdbivesnceresscioscocecs 33 
SMES SAE 5 oo sicciccc vcinccasececescvcctesecosneud 67, 131 


206 The Architectural FORUM May 1946 


"No Sag Spring Company 
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ees cle nceSetds panes nas cccae conven teen 176 
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Stensgaard, W. L., and Associates, Inc. . 
Se lacs i hake se chankSlasdeessccccscacvececcsecoce 190 
Stran-Steel Division (Great Lakes Steel Corporation) ...........+.+++++ 42 


Taylor, Halsey W., Co., The 
Taylor Manufacturing Co 
Tile-Tex Company, The 
Ms wg. nnsettet +> GaUee cs cast oy safes ccssccccccccccece 
RO AE RRS 95 oS 
NY MUMNOORT, TRO. a's 00.0060 sc6b made KURuababeabaeh cc ccccescccese 
Temeseh: Dene) Cemmeey so o.cccodvcewecccans cesescbbrsesccccescces 
United States Air Conditioning Corp 
United States Gypsim Co..... 
United States Rubber Company... 
United Wallpaper, Inc 
Upson Company, The 
U. S. Machine Corp................ 
Victor Electric Products, Inc........ 
Wakefield, F. W. Brass Co., The. . 
Walworth Company ..........%% vg 


Corporati 
York Shipley, Inc 
Young Radiator Co 
Youngstown Kitchens (Mullins Manufacturing Corporation) .......... 66 
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The designs offered in Corbin’s line of Early 


American Wrought Iron Hardware are truly 
representative patterns of the hardware of early 
America. However, it is entirely within the 
limits of good taste and judgment to use some 
of them on buildings which are not strictly early 
American in their predominant motifs, but com- 
bine as well, architectural features of foreign 
lands. This is true because many of the colonial 
designers were influenced by English or oriental 
designers, 

The Lexington “Notched Arrow” pattern, 
illustrated, was made in the colonies as early as 
1698 and specimens of this design are still in 
existence. This design is one of several illus- 
trated in the folder “Early American Wrought 
Iron Hardware”. Write for your free copy and 
acquaint yourself with this Corbin line of 
authentic hardware . . . available in reasonable 
quantities for prompt shipment. 


P. & F. Corbin 


OIVISION OF AMERICAN HARDWARE CORPORATION 
NEW BRITAIN, CONNECTICUT 


Good Gulldings Deserwe Good Hardware 
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IF SHOPPERS HELPED YOU DRAW STORE PLANS 


The first thing they would put in would 
be air conditioning. Customers like to 
shop in the comfort of air-conditioned 
stores—and they buy more. Your de- 
sign problem in planning a store that 
builds business is simplified with the 
Carrier Store Weathermaker. 

This completely new 1946 model is 
available now. Here is a unit that is as 
quickly installed as a show-case . . .com- 
plete as it comes from the factory . . . 
no assembly on the job. It’s compact 
and smart enough for the sales space 
. -. yet designed for remote location. 
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A superior fan application makes 
Carrier Store Weathermakers quiet in 
operation yet with plenty of reserve 
capacity to handle the resistance of con- 
nected duct work. Amount of air de- 
livered is adjustable. Filters are stand- 
ard size for easy replacement. And Store 
Weathermakers are 100% salvageable. 


Give the shops you design the pres- 
tige of air conditioning by Carrier—the 
pioneer of air conditioning and the 
leader for more than 40 years. Store 
Weathermakers are the product of 
Carrier’s unique manufacturing skill 
and world-wide experience. Carrier Cor- 
poration, Syracuse, New York. 


. AIR CONDITIONING 
REFRIGERATION 
INDUSTRIAL HEATING 
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